
l+kmmb%r 5, 1951 

Profaaaor Paul, 9. &&holder 
Osbom Botadaal Laboratory 
Pale uaJlrw6ity 
x%3 HaYen, Corulslatiaut. 

Dear Dr. Burkholdorr 

Ever dnca I wa8 at OBL, I have wmdered whether a genetic adypris of 
actlwmycetes PPfoht not field resultas as fruitful r+s 3~ It:. coli and other 
bactsriE&. 1 aat cure that this thought i9 not unfq.E, lxt Ax ncjt a-ware that 
anpxz else h;is been dozIng aRyth%ng about. it, Kl.fenb~rgcr-N&e1~o morpho- 
logical s-a&y ctf soae atrsptomyoetas has seamad as good a starting point 
ata ary, although her account of a sc+xu%l &g.ge in tht: formtion of the 
aerial myaelium is not e3ntirely convlnoing, wd seems to 5~ virtuelly ig- 
nored by oxta actfr~cetoiogists. A little while ago, I dccid& to try 
my hand at a geaeti63 study with lia&ted objectlvss; a) to confirm or rsfutu 
Kl&nebargar~s it&erpretatioa of the aa& SI$&&MI CLS Ci~loid, and potentially 
haterazygous,” and b) leas aarbitiou~ly, to detorrr\lm Aether (follouing 
Carvsjal) ~&I&A aaaatvmaes oaaur, reaukting in heterokaryosis. X31 we 
need, of couraa, ar& 801~ good markers, but f don’t kWYJ at ill whether 
the m&hods worked out for eubacteria ~$11 be suocassful. 

1 WI :critbg, ament;lally, to a& if you hwa q thoughts on this mat- 
t%r-- in pcrti*U whether you s@ht not yourself k&w contq~&ated or 
cutocuted such d study. Perhaps you could also suggest a apcsci~a that qight 
be eapsc9aU.y f avorabis f roa the point of view of r.zpid growth on :&&&xl 
medh, diaparaibility of spores, and 80 OQ. Barring that, 1 had plasaned, 
of cwrse, to work with Y. grimu~, but if you hwo atv st~~gostions, and 
can provide a ~rilture saoorbingly, 1 would apprectite iW&wwy much. 

with beat regarda, 
Sincerely yours, 

Joshua Lederbsrg 
A8sociate Profeewr of Chanartics 


