November 20, 1952

Lear Trocy:

Ny “feroula” wes Iintendsd only o convey ay own relationship to the
beok, and not to serve am a prescribad donduct for anyoue else. I do
hope that the othser cummlimeants you mentlon will turn oul W bs helpd,
ratte: than distrectlons, in the loag run.

Frankly, I do act see why you could nob sey no to the genstics congress,
U you folt 1llke 14, but I hope you do write thab criticul review, For ay
part, ths antigen story has bean fully aovarsd at this level— were you
asking Tor owggaeticas on other topiest I Joa't know of any place where
e germilcliat has ays lematically reviewed the protoplascic contisuity of
other ctructuras than auclel aad, to a lesser extent lwoff's kinetosomes,
froa the point of view of thelr genstic aubonomy. It would be allarge order
%o btake In regencsrstlon as well as ordinery proliferaticn, but this is the
kind of inforaation that protozca might be the best sulted for. Another
topie would be the dnallism of micro- and macroaucleus over o broader rangs
than Paramceium, but Drrould not waal %0 be wressed how this should be devekoped,

You way recelve.u regucst for a referencs cin e {ioum ths University of
Connectlcut. I shall be very auch surprissd & they can approach the position
that Tlseonsin has cade fur we here, kub L was afsuiw to civert thelr overtures
without looking mere closely for fesr of reinforecing the impression {that you
hawe quoted to me) that I oa absclutely imacvable here. I Gu ops you don't
Pind writing a detier too amclh of o Lolher.

Ag 1t bappens, L waz in Boston last weowend for sacther purpose, and was
invited o gpond seoe tioe ot Caubrddge witl Uaid, Thlmana, et al, I pere
sictently wvolded any roferences to sy own situctlon vis o vis Harvard, but
it iz obvious that they are so confused and divided on their futire develop~
mant that nothlng will be forthcoming 1n tha vielble fulure. I was disturbed
to lesra, as you probably know, thet the LCD appointaent foll through in she
Pres,' offise. I have made up &y xdné Lo ignors the b silucbica as £ar as talking
it over with sayone who has less than plenlpobentiary powera., Your discussions
with ms on this subject have been Eept, and will reauinucoiiidentiel.

!aﬁra slncerely,

Joshua Lederberg



