
October 16, 1932 

Dear Tracy: 

X wae vary disappointed to read your letter, as.oaiallg as it had a 
tone of diaoouragoment beyond the entanglements of the book. You must 
realize that I oould not pooeibly mdsrtab tha role that you suggest. 
Your statsmmts about ew raletlts faoility atvUFiting and fw.ilitM.ty 
with the field as a whole simply ars not oorrsct. Tsn years from now, I 
might oonsider suoh an imprudence, but now it ia out of ths qtmetion. 
Vay I hope that your present lack of enthusiasm is temporary, growing 
out of dietractione that will pass? I have aimply no interest in an 
association, or a private effort, that did not enlist your initiative and 
oollaboration. 

Might we oonsider the following propoaalt the book might be regarded 
aa tripartite, oonsiating of 1) a gansral topical treatment which would b 
a more intimate joint effort, 2) a tsxonamic survey of protozoa and thallo- 
phytee and 3) the mama for bacteria and vi~ueaa. You heve already ovtlined 
part 2) at least in a general nay for your course outlines, so you are way 
ahead of me. I will work on 3) in a re?ativsly casual way for the tima being 
while we leave the whole question in abeyance. This will not be lost motion 
for me* There is a good deal of historical work I have to digest and organize, 
and this will not be euporannuated by new research. If you would like to 
revive the collaboration, I will accelerafe rzy own end of it. ff worse came 
to worst, the three motions aould be icaaued separately in the firat edition. 
\Je could not do very well with I.> until 2) and 3) were in fairly definite 
form. 1 will try to avoid writing tr~i&msnto, for silly reviews and auchg 
and 8ave such sporodfc energies for this job. ('J3i.e wouldn't be a bad idea, 
book or notl) 

Mr. Freeman is paying a visit in a oouple of wreks. I never havs clearly 
understood what compacts you may have nade, with thsv. I like their way of doing 
business, not to mention their book8, but have never gotten dawn to bruse 
taoks with them. Z?or do Z intsnd to. lla 3.0 bound to ask about our r,roject, 
and I probably would want to tell him. If' it's al.1 rght with you, can the 
arrangecent of the previoue paragraph be told to him" of oouras, I will have 
to refer him to you for any definite stat&rents. 

IProof just cam& in for the "Ce?.!. genetics and hereditary eymbioaien. I 
wish I oo\:ld havg thought about the whole bueineee a good deal ?on.ger. It was 
an education for me, but it may be a crimra to inflfct euch a mass of over- 
imC-:lioit argxmxxxts and half-ana!.yoed aonjeotureo on the public, Servss thsm 
right for asking mew 

Sincerely, 

Dr. T. 5:. Sonneborn 
Indiana 'Jnivcrsfty 
Bloomington, Indiana 

Joshua Laderberg 


