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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 50.10 

§ 50.2 Definitions. 
As used in this part: 
(a) Mine means: (1) An area of land 

from which minerals are extracted in 
nonliquid form or, if in liquid form, are 
extracted with workers underground (2) 
private ways and roads appurtenant to 
such area, and (3) lands, excavations, 
underground passageways, shafts, 
slopes, tunnels and workings, struc-
tures, facilities, equipment, machines, 
tools, or other property including im-
poundments, retention dams, and 
tailings ponds, on the surface or under-
ground, used in, or to be used in, or re-
sulting from, the work of extracting 
such minerals from their natural de-
posits in nonliquid form, or if in liquid 
form, with workers underground, or 
used in, or to be used in, the milling of 
such minerals, or the work of preparing 
coal or other minerals, and includes 
custom coal preparation facilities. 

(b) Work of preparing the coal means 
the breaking, crushing, sizing, clean-
ing, washing, drying, mixing, storing, 
and loading of bituminous coal, lignite, 
or anthracite, and such other work of 
preparing such coal as is usually done 
by the operator of the coal mine. 

(c) Operator means 
(1) Any owner, lessee, or other person 

who operates, controls, or supervises a 
coal mine; or, 

(2) The person, partnership, associa-
tion, or corporation, or subsidiary of a 
corporation operating a metal or 
nonmetal mine, and owning the right 
to do so, and includes any agent there-
of charged with responsibility for the 
operation of such mine. 

(d) Miner means any individual work-
ing in a mine. 

(e) Occupational injury means any in-
jury to a miner which occurs at a mine 
for which medical treatment is admin-
istered, or which results in death or 
loss of consciousness, inability to per-
form all job duties on any day after an 
injury, temporary assignment to other 
duties, or transfer to another job. 

(f) Occupational illness means an ill-
ness or disease of a miner which may 
have resulted from work at a mine or 
for which an award of compensation is 
made. 

(g) First aid means one-time treat-
ment, and any follow-up visit for obser-
vational purposes, of a minor injury. 

(h) Accident means 
(1) A death of an individual at a 

mine; 
(2) An injury to an individual at a 

mine which has a reasonable potential 
to cause death; 

(3) An entrapment of an individual 
for more than thirty minutes; 

(4) An unplanned inundation of a 
mine by a liquid or gas; 

(5) An unplanned ignition or explo-
sion of gas or dust; 

(6) An unplanned mine fire not extin-
guished within 30 minutes of discovery; 

(7) An unplanned ignition or explo-
sion of a blasting agent or an explosive; 

(8) An unplanned roof fall at or above 
the anchorage zone in active workings 
where roof bolts are in use; or, an un-
planned roof or rib fall in active work-
ings that impairs ventilation or im-
pedes passage; 

(9) A coal or rock outburst that 
causes withdrawal of miners or which 
disrupts regular mining activity for 
more than one hour; 

(10) An unstable condition at an im-
poundment, refuse pile, or culm bank 
which requires emergency action in 
order to prevent failure, or which 
causes individuals to evacuate an area; 
or, failure of an impoundment, refuse 
pile, or culm bank; 

(11) Damage to hoisting equipment in 
a shaft or slope which endangers an in-
dividual or which interferes with use of 
the equipment for more than thirty 
minutes; and 

(12) An event at a mine which causes 
death or bodily injury to an individual 
not at the mine at the time the event 
occurs. 

[42 FR 65535, Dec. 30, 1977; 43 FR 1617, Jan. 11, 
1978, as amended at 43 FR 12318, Mar. 24, 1978; 
69 FR 26499, May 13, 2004] 

Subpart B—Notification, Investiga-
tion, Preservation of Evi-
dence 

§ 50.10 Immediate notification. 
If an accident occurs, an operator 

shall immediately contact the MSHA 
District Office having jurisdiction over 
its mine. If an operator cannot contact 
the appropriate MSHA District Office, 
it shall immediately contact the 
MSHA Headquarters Office in Arling-
ton, Virginia by telephone, at (800) 746– 
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1553. The operator shall contact MSHA 
as described at once without delay and 
within 15 minutes. If communications 
are lost because of an emergency or 
other unexpected event, the operator 
shall notify MSHA at once without 
delay and within 15 minutes of having 
access to a telephone or other means of 
communication. 

[71 FR 12269, Mar. 9, 2006] 

§ 50.11 Investigation. 

(a) After notification of an accident 
by an operator, the MSHA District 
Manager will promptly decide whether 
to conduct an accident investigation 
and will promptly inform the operator 
of his decision. If MSHA decides to in-
vestigate an accident, it will initiate 
the investigation within 24 hours of no-
tification. 

(b) Each operator of a mine shall in-
vestigate each accident and each occu-
pational injury at the mine. Each oper-
ator of a mine shall develop a report of 
each investigation. No operator may 
use Form 7000–1 as a report, except that 
an operator of a mine at which fewer 
than twenty miners are employed may, 
with respect to that mine, use Form 
7000–1 as an investigation report re-
specting an occupational injury not re-
lated to an accident. No operator may 
use an investigation or an investiga-
tion report conducted or prepared by 
MSHA to comply with this paragraph. 
An operator shall submit a copy of any 
investigation report to MSHA at its re-
quest. Each report prepared by the op-
erator shall include, 

(1) The date and hour of occurrence; 
(2) The date the investigation began; 
(3) The names of individuals partici-

pating in the investigation; 
(4) A description of the site; 
(5) An explanation of the accident or 

injury, including a description of any 
equipment involved and relevant 
events before and after the occurrence, 
and any explanation of the cause of 
any injury, the cause of any accident 
or cause of any other event which 
caused an injury; 

(6) The name, occupation, and experi-
ence of any miner involved; 

(7) A sketch, where pertinent, includ-
ing dimensions depicting the occur-
rence; 

(8) A description of steps taken to 
prevent a similar occurrence in the fu-
ture; and 

(9) Identification of any report sub-
mitted under § 50.20 of this part. 

[42 FR 65535, Dec. 30, 1977, as amended at 69 
FR 26499, May 13, 2004] 

§ 50.12 Preservation of evidence. 
Unless granted permission by a 

MSHA District Manager Manager, no 
operator may alter an accident site or 
an accident related area until comple-
tion of all investigations pertaining to 
the accident except to the extent nec-
essary to rescue or recover an indi-
vidual, prevent or eliminate an immi-
nent danger, or prevent destruction of 
mining equipment. 

[42 FR 65535, Dec. 30, 1977; 43 FR 1617, Jan. 11, 
1978, as amended at 69 FR 26499, May 13, 2004] 

Subpart C—Reporting of 
Accidents, Injuries, and Illnesses 

§ 50.20 Preparation and submission of 
MSHA Report Form 7000–1—Mine 
Accident, Injury, and Illness Re-
port. 

(a) Each operator shall maintain at 
the mine office a supply of MSHA Mine 
Accident, Injury, and Illness Report 
Form 7000–1. These may be obtained 
from the MSHA District Office. Each 
operator shall report each accident, oc-
cupational injury, or occupational ill-
ness at the mine. The principal officer 
in charge of health and safety at the 
mine or the supervisor of the mine area 
in which an accident or occupational 
injury occurs, or an occupational ill-
ness may have originated, shall com-
plete or review the form in accordance 
with the instructions and criteria in 
§§ 50.20–1 through 50.20–7. If an occupa-
tional illness is diagnosed as being one 
of those listed in § 50.20–6(b)(7), the op-
erator must report it under this part. 
The operator shall mail completed 
forms to MSHA within ten working 
days after an accident or occupational 
injury occurs or an occupational illness 
is diagnosed. When an accident speci-
fied in § 50.10 occurs, which does not in-
volve an occupational injury, sections 
A, B, and items 5 through 12 of section 
C of Form 7000–1 shall be completed 
and mailed to MSHA in accordance 
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