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(c) The mine map required by § 75.1200 
may be used to satisfy the require-
ments for the ventilation map, pro-
vided that all the information required 
by this section is contained on the 
map. 

[61 FR 9829, Mar. 11, 1996, as amended at 69 
FR 17530, Apr. 2, 2004] 

§ 75.373 Reopening mines. 
After a mine is abandoned or de-

clared inactive, and before it is re-
opened, mining operations shall not 
begin until MSHA has been notified 
and has completed an inspection. 

§ 75.380 Escapeways; bituminous and 
lignite mines. 

(a) Except in situations addressed in 
§ 75.381, § 75.385 and § 75.386, at least two 
separate and distinct travelable pas-
sageways shall be designated as 
escapeways and shall meet the require-
ments of this section. 

(b) (1) Escapeways shall be provided 
from each working section, and each 
area where mechanized mining equip-
ment is being installed or removed, 
continuous to the surface escape drift 
opening or continuous to the escape 
shaft or slope facilities to the surface. 

(2) During equipment installation, 
these escapeways shall begin at the 
projected location for the section load-
ing point. During equipment removal, 
they shall begin at the location of the 
last loading point. 

(c) The two separate and distinct 
escapeways required by this section 
shall not end at a common shaft, slope, 
or drift opening, except that multiple 
compartment shafts or slopes sepa-
rated by walls constructed of non-
combustible material may be used as 
separate and distinct passageways. 

(d) Each escapeway shall be— 
(1) Maintained in a safe condition to 

always assure passage of anyone, in-
cluding disabled persons; 

(2) Clearly marked to show the route 
and direction of travel to the surface; 

(3) Maintained to at least a height of 
5 feet from the mine floor to the mine 
roof, excluding the thickness of any 
roof support, except that the 
escapeways shall be maintained to at 
least the height of the coalbed, exclud-
ing the thickness of any roof support, 
where the coalbed is less than 5 feet. In 

areas of mines where escapeways pass 
through doors, the height may be less 
than 5 feet, provided that sufficient 
height is maintained to enable miners, 
including disabled persons, to escape 
quickly in an emergency. In areas of 
mines developed before November 16, 
1992, where escapeways pass over or 
under overcasts or undercasts, the 
height may be less than 5 feet provided 
that sufficient height is maintained to 
enable miners, including disabled per-
sons, to escape quickly in an emer-
gency. When there is a need to deter-
mine whether sufficient height is pro-
vided, MSHA may require a stretcher 
test where 4 persons carry a miner 
through the area in question on a 
stretcher; 

(4) Maintained at least 6 feet wide ex-
cept— 

(i) Where necessary supplemental 
roof support is installed, the escapeway 
shall not be less than 4 feet wide; or 

(ii) Where the route of travel passes 
through doors or other permanent ven-
tilation controls, the escapeway shall 
be at least 4 feet wide to enable miners 
to escape quickly in an emergency, or 

(iii) Where the alternate escapeway 
passes through doors or other perma-
nent ventilation controls or where sup-
plemental roof support is required and 
sufficient width is maintained to en-
able miners, including disabled per-
sons, to escape quickly in an emer-
gency. When there is a need to deter-
mine whether sufficient width is pro-
vided, MSHA may require a stretcher 
test where 4 persons carry a miner 
through the area in question on a 
stretcher, or 

(iv) Where mobile equipment near 
working sections, and other equipment 
essential to the ongoing operation of 
longwall sections, is necessary during 
normal mining operations, such as ma-
terial cars containing rock dust or roof 
control supplies, or is to be used for the 
evacuation of miners off the section in 
the event of an emergency. In any in-
stance, escapeways shall be of suffi-
cient width to enable miners, including 
disabled persons, to escape quickly in 
an emergency. When there is a need to 
determine whether sufficient width is 
provided, MSHA may require a stretch-
er test where 4 persons carry a miner 
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