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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 75.1502 

Subpart P—Mine Emergencies 

§ 75.1500 Emergency shelters. 

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS] 

The Secretary or an authorized rep-
resentative of the Secretary may pre-
scribe in any coal mine that rescue 
chambers, properly sealed and venti-
lated, be erected at suitable locations 
in the mine to which persons may go in 
case of an emergency for protection 
against hazards. Such chambers shall 
be properly equipped with first aid ma-
terials, an adequate supply of air and 
self-contained breathing equipment, an 
independent communication system to 
the surface, and proper accommoda-
tions for the persons while awaiting 
rescue, and such other equipment as 
the Secretary may require. A plan for 
the erection, maintenance, and revi-
sions of such chambers and the train-
ing of the miners in their proper use 
shall be submitted by the operator to 
the Secretary for his approval. 

§75.1501 Emergency evacuations. 

(a) For each shift that miners work 
underground, there shall be in attend-
ance a responsible person designated by 
the mine operator to take charge dur-
ing mine emergencies involving a fire, 
explosion or gas or water inundations. 
The responsible person shall have cur-
rent knowledge of the assigned loca-
tion and expected movements of min-
ers underground, the operation of the 
mine ventilation system, the location 
of the mine escapeways, the mine com-
munications system, any mine moni-
toring system if used, and the mine 
emergency evacuation and firefighting 
program of instruction. 

(b) The responsible person shall ini-
tiate and conduct an immediate mine 
evacuation when there is a mine emer-
gency which presents an imminent 
danger to miners due to fire or explo-
sion or gas or water inundation. Only 
properly trained and equipped persons 
essential to respond to the mine emer-
gency may remain underground. 

(c) The mine operator shall instruct 
all miners of the identity of the respon-
sible person designated by the operator 
for their workshift. The mine operator 
shall instruct miners of any change in 

the identity of the responsible person 
before the start of their workshift. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to restrict the ability of 
other persons in the mine to warn of an 
imminent danger which warrants evac-
uation. 

[68 FR 53049, Sept. 9, 2003] 

§ 75.1502 Mine emergency evacuation 
and firefighting program of instruc-
tion. 

(a) Approved program of instruction. 
Each operator of an underground coal 
mine shall adopt and follow a mine 
emergency evacuation and firefighting 
program that instructs all miners in 
the proper evacuation procedures they 
must follow if a mine emergency oc-
curs. 

(1) The approved program shall in-
clude a specific plan designed to in-
struct miners on all shifts on the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Procedures for evacuating the 
mine for mine emergencies that 
present an imminent danger to miners 
due to fire, explosion, or gas or water 
inundation. 

(ii) Scenarios of the various mine 
emergencies (fires, explosions, or gas 
or water inundations) and the best op-
tions for evacuation under each type of 
emergency. These options shall include 
conditions in the mine that will re-
quire immediate donning of self-rescue 
devices. 

(iii) Procedures for evacuating all 
miners not required for a mine emer-
gency response. 

(iv) Procedures for the rapid assem-
bly and transportation of necessary 
miners, fire suppression equipment, 
and rescue apparatus to the scene of 
the mine emergency. 

(v) Operation of the fire suppression 
equipment available in the mine. 

(vi) Location and use of firefighting 
equipment and materials. 

(vii) Location of escapeways, exits, 
and routes of travel to the surface, in-
cluding the location and use of contin-
uous directional lifelines or equivalent 
devices. 

(viii) Locations, quantity, types, and 
use of stored SCSRs, if applicable. 

(2) The mine emergency evacuation 
instruction and drills shall be con-
ducted by a person who is designated 
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by the mine operator and who has the 
ability, training, knowledge, or experi-
ence to provide training to miners in 
his or her area of expertise. Persons 
conducting donning and transferring 
training shall be able to effectively 
train and evaluate whether miners can 
successfully don the SCSR and transfer 
to additional SCSR devices. 

(3) The operator shall submit this 
program of instruction, and any revi-
sions, for approval to the District Man-
ager of the Coal Mine Safety and 
Health district in which the mine is lo-
cated. Before implementing any new or 
revised approved provision, the oper-
ator shall instruct miners in the 
changes. 

(b) In addition to the approved pro-
gram of instruction required by para-
graph (a) of this section, each operator 
of an underground coal mine shall en-
sure that: 

(1) At least two miners in each work-
ing section on each production shift 
are proficient in the use of all fire sup-
pression equipment available on such 
working section, and know the location 
of such fire suppression equipment; 

(2) Each operator of attended equip-
ment specified in § 75.1107–1(c)(1), and 
each miner assigned to perform job du-
ties at the job site in the direct line of 
sight of attended equipment as de-
scribed in § 75.1107–1(c)(2), is proficient 
in the use of fire suppression devices 
installed on such attended equipment; 
and, 

(3) The shift foreman and at least one 
miner for every five miners working 
underground on a maintenance shift 
are proficient in the use of fire suppres-
sion equipment available in the mine, 
and know the location of such fire sup-
pression equipment. 

(c) Mine emergency evacuation drills. 
Each operator of an underground coal 
mine shall require all miners to par-
ticipate in mine emergency evacuation 
drills. 

(1) Mine emergency evacuation drills 
shall be held at periods of time so as to 
ensure that all miners participate in 
such evacuations at intervals of not 
more than 90 days. 

(2) For purposes of this paragraph (c), 
a mine emergency evacuation drill 
means that the miner shall travel the 
primary or alternate escapeway, from 

the working section or the miner’s 
work station, to the surface or the 
exits at the bottom of the shaft or 
slope. An evacuation drill shall not be 
conducted in the same escapeway as 
the immediately preceding drill. At a 
minimum, this drill shall include: 

(i) Physically locating continuous di-
rectional lifelines or equivalent devices 
and stored SCSRs; 

(ii) Hands-on training in the com-
plete donning of all types of SCSRs 
used at the mine, which includes as-
suming a donning position, opening the 
device, activating the device, inserting 
the mouthpiece or simulating this task 
while explaining proper insertion of the 
mouthpiece, and putting on the nose 
clip; and 

(iii) Hands-on training in transfer-
ring from one self-rescue device to an 
SCSR. 

(3) The operator shall certify by sig-
nature and date that the mine emer-
gency evacuation drills were held in 
accordance with the requirements of 
this section. This certification shall in-
clude the names of the miners partici-
pating in each drill. Certifications 
shall be kept at the mine for one year 
and made available on request to an 
authorized representative of the Sec-
retary, and to the representative of the 
miners. 

(4) These mine emergency evacuation 
drills may be used to satisfy the evacu-
ation specifications of the drills re-
quired by paragraph (b) of § 75.383 of 
this part. 

(d) Each underground coal operator 
shall submit for approval a revised pro-
gram of instruction to the appropriate 
District Manager no later than April 
10, 2006. Within 2 weeks of program ap-
proval the operator shall train in ac-
cordance with the revised program. 

[68 FR 53050, Sept. 9, 2003, as amended at 71 
FR 12269, Mar. 9, 2006] 

Subpart Q—Communications 
§ 75.1600 Communications. 

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS] 

Telephone service or equivalent two- 
way communication facilities, ap-
proved by the Secretary or his author-
ized representative, shall be provided 
between the surface and each landing 
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