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Mine Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 75.1502 

Subpart P—Mine Emergencies 

§ 75.1500 Emergency shelters. 

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS] 

The Secretary or an authorized rep-
resentative of the Secretary may pre-
scribe in any coal mine that rescue 
chambers, properly sealed and venti-
lated, be erected at suitable locations 
in the mine to which persons may go in 
case of an emergency for protection 
against hazards. Such chambers shall 
be properly equipped with first aid ma-
terials, an adequate supply of air and 
self-contained breathing equipment, an 
independent communication system to 
the surface, and proper accommoda-
tions for the persons while awaiting 
rescue, and such other equipment as 
the Secretary may require. A plan for 
the erection, maintenance, and revi-
sions of such chambers and the train-
ing of the miners in their proper use 
shall be submitted by the operator to 
the Secretary for his approval. 

§75.1501 Emergency evacuations. 

(a) For each shift that miners work 
underground, there shall be in attend-
ance a responsible person designated by 
the mine operator to take charge dur-
ing mine emergencies involving a fire, 
explosion or gas or water inundations. 
The responsible person shall have cur-
rent knowledge of the assigned loca-
tion and expected movements of min-
ers underground, the operation of the 
mine ventilation system, the location 
of the mine escapeways, the mine com-
munications system, any mine moni-
toring system if used, and the mine 
emergency evacuation and firefighting 
program of instruction. 

(b) The responsible person shall ini-
tiate and conduct an immediate mine 
evacuation when there is a mine emer-
gency which presents an imminent 
danger to miners due to fire or explo-
sion or gas or water inundation. Only 
properly trained and equipped persons 
essential to respond to the mine emer-
gency may remain underground. 

(c) The mine operator shall instruct 
all miners of the identity of the respon-
sible person designated by the operator 
for their workshift. The mine operator 
shall instruct miners of any change in 

the identity of the responsible person 
before the start of their workshift. 

(d) Nothing in this section shall be 
construed to restrict the ability of 
other persons in the mine to warn of an 
imminent danger which warrants evac-
uation. 

[68 FR 53049, Sept. 9, 2003] 

§ 75.1502 Mine emergency evacuation 
and firefighting program of instruc-
tion. 

(a) Approved program of instruction. 
Each operator of an underground coal 
mine shall adopt and follow a mine 
emergency evacuation and firefighting 
program that instructs all miners in 
the proper evacuation procedures they 
must follow if a mine emergency oc-
curs. 

(1) The approved program shall in-
clude a specific plan designed to in-
struct miners on all shifts on the fol-
lowing: 

(i) Procedures for evacuating the 
mine for mine emergencies that 
present an imminent danger to miners 
due to fire, explosion, or gas or water 
inundation. 

(ii) Scenarios of the various mine 
emergencies (fires, explosions, or gas 
or water inundations) and the best op-
tions for evacuation under each type of 
emergency. These options shall include 
conditions in the mine that will re-
quire immediate donning of self-rescue 
devices. 

(iii) Procedures for evacuating all 
miners not required for a mine emer-
gency response. 

(iv) Procedures for the rapid assem-
bly and transportation of necessary 
miners, fire suppression equipment, 
and rescue apparatus to the scene of 
the mine emergency. 

(v) Operation of the fire suppression 
equipment available in the mine. 

(vi) Location and use of firefighting 
equipment and materials. 

(vii) Location of escapeways, exits, 
and routes of travel to the surface, in-
cluding the location and use of contin-
uous directional lifelines or equivalent 
devices. 

(viii) Locations, quantity, types, and 
use of stored SCSRs, if applicable. 

(2) The mine emergency evacuation 
instruction and drills shall be con-
ducted by a person who is designated 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 08:35 Aug 04, 2006 Jkt 208116 PO 00000 Frm 00595 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\208116.XXX 208116


