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blasting galvanometer or other instru-
ment specifically designed for testing
blasting circuits.

[63 FR 46786, Nov. 18, 1988; 54 FR 27641, June
30, 1989]

§75.1324 Methane concentration and
tests.

(a) No shot shall be fired in an area
that contains 1.0 volume percent or
more of methane.

(b) Immediately before shots are
fired, the methane concentration in a
working place or any other area where
blasting is to be performed, shall be de-
termined by a person qualified to test
for methane.

§75.1325 Firing procedures.

(a) Shots shall be fired by a qualified
person or a person working in the pres-
ence of and under the direction of a
qualified person.

(b) Only one face in a working place
shall be blasted at a time, except that
when blasting cut coal up to three
faces may be blasted in a round if each
face has a separate kerf and no more
than a total of 20 shots connected in a
single series are fired in the round. A
permit to fire more than 20 boreholes
in a round under the provisions of 30
CFR 75.1320 and 75.1321 may not be ob-
tained for use when blasting multiple
faces.

(c) Before blasting—

(1) All persons shall leave the blast-
ing area and each immediately adja-
cent working place where a hazard
would be created by the blast, to an
area that is around at least one corner
from the blasting area;

(2) The qualified person shall ascer-
tain that all persons are a safe distance
from the blasting area; and

(3) A warning shall be given and ade-
quate time allowed for persons to re-
spond.

(d) All shots shall be fired promptly,
after all persons have been removed to
a safe location.

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 56
FR 51616, Oct. 11, 1991]
§75.1326 Examination after blasting.

(a) After blasting, the blasting area
shall not be entered until it is clear of
smoke and dust.
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(b) Immediately after the blasting
area has cleared, a qualified person or
a person working in the presence of and
under the direction of a qualified per-
son, shall examine the area for mis-
fires, methane and other hazardous
conditions.

(c) If a round has partially detonated,
the qualified person shall immediately
leave the area and no person shall reen-
ter the affected area for at least 5 min-
utes.

§75.1327 Misfires.

(a) When misfires occur, only work
by a qualified person to dispose of mis-
fires and other work necessary to pro-
tect persons shall be done in the af-
fected area.

(b) When a misfire cannot be disposed
of—

(1) A qualified person shall post each
accessible entrance to the area affected
by the hazard of the misfire with a
warning at a conspicuous location to
prohibit entry; and

(2) The misfire shall be immediately
reported to mine management.

[63 FR 46786, Nov. 18, 1988; 54 FR 27641, June
30, 1989]

§75.1328 Damaged or deteriorated ex-
plosives and detonators.

(a) Damaged explosives or detonators
shall be—

(1) Placed in separate containers con-
structed of nonconductive and non-
sparking materials; and

(2) Removed from the mine or placed
in a magazine and removed when the
magazine is resupplied.

(b) Damaged detonators shall be
shunted, if practicable, either before
being removed from the mine or placed
in a magazine.

(c) Deteriorated explosives and deto-
nators shall be handled and disposed of
in accordance with the instructions of
the manufacturer.

Subpart O—Hoisting and Mantrips

§75.1400 Hoisting equipment; general.

(a) Every hoist used to transport per-
sons shall be equipped with overspeed,
overwind, and automatic stop controls.

(b) Every hoist handling a platform,
cage, or other device used to transport
persons shall be equipped with brakes

577



§75.1400-1

capable of stopping the fully loaded
platform, cage, or other device.

(c) Cages, platforms, or other devices
used to transport persons in shafts and
slopes shall be equipped with safety
catches or other no less effective de-
vices approved by the Secretary that
act quickly and effectively in an emer-
gency. Such catches or devices shall be
tested at least once every two months.

(d) Hoisting equipment, including
automatic elevators, used to transport
persons shall be examined daily.

(e) Where persons are transported
into or out of a mine by a hoist, a
qualified hoisting engineer shall be on
duty while any person is underground.
No such engineer, however, shall be re-
quired for automatically operated
cages, platforms, or elevators.

[48 FR 53239, Nov. 25, 1983]

§75.1400-1 Hoists; brakes, capability.

Brakes on hoists used to transport
persons shall be capable of stopping
and holding the fully loaded platform,
cage, or other device at any point in
the shaft, slope, or incline.

§75.1400-2 Hoists; tests of

catches; records.

A record shall be made in a book of
the tests, required by §75.1400, of the
safety catches or other devices ap-
proved by the Secretary. Each entry
shall be signed by the person making
the tests and countersigned by a re-
sponsible official.

safety

§75.1400-3 Daily examination of hoist-
ing equipment.

Hoists and elevators shall be exam-
ined daily and such examinations shall
include, but not be limited to, the fol-
lowing:

(a) Elevators. A visual examination of
the rope for wear, broken wires, and
corrosion, especially at excessive
strain points such as near the attach-
ments and where the rope rests on
sheaves;

(b) Hoists and elevators. (1) An exam-
ination of the rope fastenings for de-
fects;

(2) An examination of safety catches;

(3) An examination of the cages, plat-
forms, elevators, or other devices for
loose, missing or defective parts;
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(4) An examination of the head
sheaves to check for broken flanges,
defective bearings, rope alignment, and
proper lubrication; and

(5) An observation of the lining and
all other equipment and appurtenances
installed in the shaft.

[48 FR 53239, Nov. 25, 1983]

§75.1400-4 Certifications and records
of daily examinations.

At the completion of each daily ex-
amination required by §75.1400, the per-
son making the examination shall cer-
tify, by signature and date, that the
examination has been made. If any un-
safe condition is found during the ex-
aminations required by §75.1400-3, the
person conducting the examination
shall make a record of the condition
and the date. Certifications and records
shall be retained for one year.

[48 FR 53239, Nov. 25, 1983, as amended at 60
FR 33723, June 29, 1995]

§75.1401 Hoists; rated capacities; indi-
cators.

Hoists shall have rated capacities
consistent with the loads handled. An
accurate and reliable indicator of the
position of the cage, platform, skip,
bucket, or cars shall be provided.

[48 FR 53239, Nov. 25, 1983]

§75.1401-1 Hoists; indicators.

The indicator required by §75.1401 of
this subpart shall be placed so that it
is in clear view of the hoisting engineer
and shall be checked daily to deter-
mine its accuracy.

[48 FR 53239, Nov. 25, 1983]

§75.1402 Communication between
shaft stations and hoist room.

[STATUTORY PROVISIONS]

There shall be at least two effective
methods approved by the Secretary of
signaling between each of the shaft sta-
tions and the hoist room, one of which
shall be a telephone or speaking tube.

§75.1402-1 Communication between
shaft stations and hoist room.
One of the methods used to commu-
nicate between shaft stations and the
hoist room shall give signals which can
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