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when the mine is temporarily closed, 
upon the expiration of a period of 90 
days from the date of closure, the oper-
ator shall file with the Secretary a 
copy of the mine map revised and sup-
plemented to the date of the closure. 
Such copy of the mine map shall be 
certified by a registered surveyor or 
registered engineer of the State in 
which the mine is located and shall be 
available for public inspection. 

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 60 
FR 33723, June 29, 1995] 

§ 75.1204–1 Places to give notice and 
file maps. 

Operators shall give notice of mine 
closures and file copies of maps with 
the Coal Mine Safety and Health Dis-
trict Office for the district in which the 
mine is located. 

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 60 
FR 33723, June 29, 1995; 71 FR 16669, Apr. 3, 
2006] 

Subpart N—Explosives and 
Blasting 

SOURCE: 53 FR 46786, Nov. 18, 1988, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 75.1300 Definitions. 
The following definitions apply in 

this subpart. 
Approval. A document issued by 

MSHA which states that an explosive 
or explosive unit has met the require-
ments of this part and which author-
izes an approval marking identifying 
the explosive or explosive unit as ap-
proved as permissible. 

Battery starting. The use of 
unconfined explosives to start the flow 
of coal down a breast or chute in an an-
thracite mine. 

Blasting off the solid. Blasting the 
working face without providing a sec-
ond free face by cutting, shearing or 
other method before blasting. 

Instantaneous detonator. An electric 
detonator that fires within 6 milli-
seconds after application of the firing 
current. 

Laminated partition. A partition com-
posed of the following material and 
minimum nominal dimensions: 1⁄2-inch 
thick plywood, 1⁄2-inch thick gypsum 
wall board, 1⁄8-inch thick low carbon 

steel and 1⁄4-inch thick plywood, bonded 
together in that order. 

Opener hole. The first hole or holes 
fired in a round blasted off the solid to 
create an additional free face. 

Permissible blasting unit. A device that 
has been approved by MSHA and that 
is used for firing electric detonators. 

Permissible explosive. Any substance, 
compound or mixture which is ap-
proved by MSHA and whose primary 
purpose is to function by explosion. 

Round. A group of boreholes fired or 
intended to be fired in a continuous se-
quence with one application of the fir-
ing current. 

Sheathed explosive unit. A device con-
sisting of an approved or permissible 
explosive covered by a sheath encased 
in a sealed covering and designed to be 
fired outside the confines of a borehole. 

Short-delay electric detonator. An elec-
tric detonator with a designated delay 
period of 25 to 1,000 milliseconds. 

§ 75.1301 Qualified person. 

(a) A qualified person under this sub-
part is a person who— 

(1) Is certified or qualified to use ex-
plosives by the State in which the mine 
is located provided that the State re-
quires a demonstration of ability to 
safely use permissible explosives as 
prescribed by this subpart effective 
January 17, 1989; or 

(2) In States that do not certify or 
qualify persons to use explosives re-
quired by this section, has at least 1 
year of experience working in an un-
derground coal mine that includes di-
rect involvement with procedures for 
handling, loading, and preparing explo-
sives for blasting and demonstrates to 
an authorized representative of the 
Secretary the ability to use permis-
sible explosives safely. 

(b) Persons qualified or certified by a 
State to use permissible explosives in 
underground coal mines as of May 17, 
1989, are considered qualified under this 
section even though their State pro-
gram did not contain a demonstration 
of ability requirement. 

[35 FR 17890, Nov. 20, 1970, as amended at 56 
FR 51616, Oct. 11, 1991; 60 FR 33723, June 29, 
1995] 
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