§62.174

otological examination, as appropriate,
at no cost to the miner.

(b) If a valid audiogram cannot be ob-
tained due to a suspected medical pa-
thology of the ear that the physician
or audiologist concludes is unrelated to
the miner’s occupational exposure to
noise or the wearing of hearing protec-
tors, the mine operator must instruct
the physician or audiologist to inform
the miner of the need for an otological
examination.

(c) The mine operator must instruct
the physician, audiologist, or qualified
technician not to reveal to the mine
operator, without the written consent
of the miner, any specific findings or
diagnoses unrelated to the miner’s oc-
cupational exposure to noise or the
wearing of hearing protectors.

§62.174 Follow-up corrective measures
when a standard threshold shift is
detected.

The mine operator must, within 30
calendar days of receiving evidence or
confirmation of a standard threshold
shift, unless a physician or audiologist
determines the standard threshold
shift is neither work-related nor aggra-
vated by occupational noise exposure:

(a) Retrain the miner, including the
instruction required by §62.180 of this
part;

(b) Provide the miner with the oppor-
tunity to select a hearing protector, or
a different hearing protector if the
miner has previously selected a hearing
protector, from among those offered by
the mine operator in accordance with
§62.160 of this part; and

(c) Review the effectiveness of any
engineering and administrative con-
trols to identify and correct any defi-
ciencies.

§62.175 Notification of results; report-
ing requirements.

(a) The mine operator must, within
10 working days of receiving the results
of an audiogram, or receiving the re-
sults of a follow-up evaluation required
under §62.173 of this part, notify the
miner in writing of:

(1) The results and interpretation of
the audiometric test, including any
finding of a standard threshold shift or
reportable hearing loss; and
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(2) The need and reasons for any fur-
ther testing or evaluation, if applica-
ble.

(b) When evaluation of the audiogram
shows that a miner has incurred a re-
portable hearing loss as defined in this
part, the mine operator must report
such loss to MSHA as a noise-induced
hearing loss in accordance with part 50
of this title, unless a physician or audi-
ologist has determined that the loss is
neither work-related nor aggravated by
occupational noise exposure.

§62.180 Training.

(a) The mine operator must, within
30 days of a miner’s enrollment into a
hearing conservation program, provide
the miner with training. The mine op-
erator must give training every 12
months thereafter if the miner’s noise
exposure continues to equal or exceed
the action level. Training must in-
clude:

(1) The effects of noise on hearing;

(2) The purpose and value of wearing
hearing protectors;

(3) The advantages and disadvantages
of the hearing protectors to be offered;

(4) The various types of hearing pro-
tectors offered by the mine operator
and the care, fitting, and use of each
type;

(5) The general requirements of this
part;

(6) The mine operator’s and miner’s
respective tasks in maintaining mine
noise controls; and

(7) The purpose and value of
audiometric testing and a summary of
the procedures.

(b) The mine operator must certify
the date and type of training given
each miner, and maintain the miner’s
most recent certification for as long as
the miner is enrolled in the hearing
conservation program and for at least 6
months thereafter.

§62.190 Records.

(a) The authorized representatives of
the Secretaries of Labor and Health
and Human Services must have access
to all records required under this part.
Upon written request, the mine oper-
ator must provide, within 15 calendar
days of the request, access to records
to:
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