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Montana is the 4th largest State in total land area (147,138 square miles) with a relatively low population density (6.1 persons/square mile - 2000 U.S. Census).  Montana’s Sentinel Site Capacity Building Area consists of 15 Counties containing 49.8 percent of the State’s total population. The counties chosen include the greater Yellowstone area and extend to the western Rocky Mountain corridor.  Within the project area there is an average population density of 13.17 persons/square mile (approximately double the State’s average).  The project area includes one Native American Tribal Health Unit (Confederated Salish-Kootenai) and two Urban Indian Clinics in Helena and Billings.
The areas of emphasis for the project will be on 
(1) improving the quality of registry data and 
(2) moving the use of registry toward “real time” data entry by supporting full private provider participation in Montana’s web-based registry interface (W.I.Z.R.D.).  Montana has generally enjoyed relatively high levels of private provider participation and was one of the first three States in the nation to reach the Healthy People 2000 goals of 70 percent provider participation in the State’s Immunization Registry.  

Other notable aspects of Montana’s registry project include a heavy emphasis on integration with public health preparedness, as a source for registry support and a force pushing the project toward the development of new capacities.  Challenges faced include developing a sufficiently robust ad-hoc query capability that does not require substantial technical knowledge, such that a program-level staff member, making use of WinCASA, in association with data from the registry, is able to produce valid data capable of motivating a change in practice.
As of July 1, 2004 there are 29 public vaccine providers in the sentinel site region.  All are participating in the registry.  In the same area, there are 59 private provider sites with 49 sites (83 percent) participating in the immunization registry.  
Because Montana has a high Medicaid-eligible population and Medicaid does not pay for recommended childhood and adolescent vaccines given to V.F.C.-eligible children, there are only two childhood primary-care providers who are not registered as V.F.C. providers, but they also participate in the registry.  

Approximately 32,889 children ages 0 to 6 years of age live in the sentinel site area.  The area includes Lake County with a Native American reservation.  A Tribal Health authority provides medical services in that reservation.  Tribal Health organizations have autonomy to determine their level of data sharing.  The Tribal Health vaccine providers are eager to have access to the web-based registry.  The two Urban Indian Clinics will be singled out for special assistance due to the highly mobile nature of the population they serve.[image: image1.png]



