
November 26, 2001

LICENSEE: FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company

FACILITY: Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, Unit 1

SUBJECT: MEETING SUMMARY OF NOVEMBER 8, 2001, TO DISCUSS THE
LICENSEE�S RESPONSE TO BULLETIN 2001-01 

On November 8, 2001, Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) management and staff met in
Rockville, Maryland, with a representative of the FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company.  The
meeting, which was closed to the public due to the presentation of proprietary materials, was
requested by the licensee in order to supplement their response to NRC Bulletin 2001-01,
�Circumferential Cracking of Reactor Pressure Vessel Head Penetration Nozzles.�  The
licensee has proposed deferring inspections recommended by the bulletin to their 13th refueling
outage which is scheduled to begin in March 2002.  The bulletin recommends that inspections
be performed prior to December 31, 2001.  A list of the meeting participants is included in the
enclosure.  There were no meeting handouts.

The licensee�s justification to defer inspections recommended by the bulletin relied, in part, on
the as-found condition of the reactor vessel head penetrations during the refueling outages of
1996, 1998, and 2000.  The licensee�s submittal of October 30, 2001, included proprietary
photographs of the reactor vessel head taken during these outages.  However, due to the poor
quality of the photographs, the staff concluded that an independent assessment of the reactor
vessel head penetrations could not be made.  In an effort to demonstrate the structural integrity
of the reactor vessel head, the licensee brought videotapes made during the refueling outages
noted above. Thus, the meeting consisted of viewing videotapes and determining whether an
independent assessment of the reactor vessel penetrations could be made.  The staff made
various comments concerning the quality of the inspections and their results.

/RA/
Stephen P. Sands, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate III
Division of Licensing Projects Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Mr. Guy G. Campbell Davis-Besse Nuclear Power Station, Unit 1
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company

cc:

Mary E. O�Reilly Dennis Clum
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76 South Main Street          Bureau of Radiation Protection
Akron, OH 44308    Ohio Department of Health

P.O. Box 118
Manager - Regulatory Affairs Columbus, OH  43266-0118
FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
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Jay E. Silberg, Esq. 
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NRC FirstEnergy Nuclear Operating Company
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