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Second Piranhaturned in under Amnesty Program

Yesterday afternoon, an anonymous person turned over an eight-inch piranhato the Honolulu Zoo. Theanimal
was collected by State Department of Agriculture officialsand isnow being safeguarded at the Department's Plant
Quarantine Station.

Thisisthe second piranhato beturned in within aweek. Thispast Wednesday, asix-inch piranhawasvoluntarily
turnedinto authoritiesat the Plant Quarantine Station. The Department would liketo thank the mediathat covered
the story, which probably contributed to yesterday'sturn-in.

Under the Department's Amnesty Program there are no penalties assessed againgt individua swho voluntarily turn-
inany illegd animal to the State Department of Agriculture Plant Quarantine Offices, or alternative Sitessuch as
Humane Societies and municipal zoos, statewide. The Amnesty Program isavailable to encourage owners of
illegd petstoturnthemin, rather than releasing them into the wild where they can do much damage. However,
onceaninvestigationislaunched and apersoniscaught for possessing anillegal animal the pendtiescan bequite
severe.

Perpetratorscaught harboringandraisingillegal animal saresubject totiff penatieswithaminimumfineof $5,000,
andamaximumof $200,000and uptothreeyearsinjail. Again,individualswithillegal petsareencouragedtoturn
themintothe Department under the State'sA mnesty Programwhichgrantsimmunity tothosewhovoluntarily come
forward. Anyonewithinformation or knowledge about piranhasand other illegal animals isasked to call the
Department'sPEST Hotlineat 586-PEST (7378).

Both piranhaswereof the same species, Serrasalmusnattereri, commonly referred to asthered-bellied piranha
Itis by far themost common speciesfoundinthepet trade. Knownfor itsattack on humans, thisspeciesisvery
aggressvewithadultsgrowingupto 10inchesinlength. Red-bellied piranhas arewiddy distributed throughout the
Amazon and Orinocoregions, theGuianas, and the Rio Paraguay and Rio Parana.

Photo opportunitiesof both piranhaswill beavailable between 2:30 and 3:30 thisafternoon at the State's Plant
QuarantineStationlocated at 701 11al o Street. Bothanimal swill beheld at thestation, until suitablehomescanbe
found.



