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BIGHORN RIVER FLOWS

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

14000

16000

81 82 83 84 85 86 87 88 89 90 91 92 93 94 95 96 97 98 99 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
FL

O
W

 (c
fs

)



BIGHORN FLOW 
RECOMENDATIONS

Target Minimum Flow – 2,500 cfs

Preferred Min. Fisheries Flow – 2,000 cfs

Absolute Min. Fisheries Flow - 1,500 cfs



BIGHORN DROUGHT FLOWS
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Bighorn Lake Elevation
May 20-September 5
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Lake Level Duration Curve During Recreation Season
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BROWN TROUT - UPPER SECTION
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FALL GILL NETTING 
 

NUMBER PER 
NET 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

 Lower Reservoir 

WALLEYE 1.3 0.3 ___ 0.8 0.2 4.8 2.2 5.7 
 

SAUGER ___ 2.0 ___ 0.2 ___ ___ 1.8 4.7 
SMALLMOUTH 

BASS 
1.3 ___ ___ 0.2 0.3 4.0 2.0 3.5 

CHANNEL 
CATFISH 

1.8 0.2 ___ 0.2 0.8 0.6 1.2 0.2 

BURBOT 0.2 ___ ___ ___ ___ 0.2 0.2 0.7 
BROWN 
TROUT 

1.2 0.3 ___ 1.3 0.5 0.3 0.8 0.7 

 Upper Reservoir 

WALLEYE  
 

14.0 ___ ___ 0.6 6.7 1.5 7.3 

SAUGER  2.0 ___ ___ 0.6 0.5 17.2 14.5 
SMALLMOUTH 

BASS 
 1.0 ___ ___ 0.1 1.2 0.5 3.5 

CHANNEL 
CATFISH 

 1.8 ___ ___ 0.8 7.8 2.2 5.7 

BURBOT  0.2 ___ ___ ___ ___ 0.3 0.5 
BROWN TR  0.5 ___ ___ 0.7 2.5 0.2 1.3 







SPRING GILL NETTING 
 

NUMBER PER 
NET 

2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 

 Lower Reservoir 

WALLEYE    1.5 1.8 1.0 2.2 3.3 
SAUGER    0.2 ___ ___ 0.3 2.3 

SMALLMOUTH 
BASS 

   0.2 ___ 0.2 2.0 ___ 

CHANNEL 
CATFISH 

   0.5 ___ ___ 0.3 1.5 

BURBOT    0.2 0.2 ___ ___ 1.2 
BROWN 
TROUT 

   0.6 ___ 1.0 0.5 1.7 

 Upper Reservoir 

WALLEYE    0.8 1.3 0.2 0.2 1.5 
SAUGER    ___ ___ ___ 6.2 17.0 

SMALLMOUTH 
BASS 

   0.2 0.5 ___ ___ ___ 

CHANNEL 
CATFISH 

   0.5 ___ ___ 6.3 5.5 

BURBOT    ___ ___ 0.3 1.5 0.8 
BROWN TR    ___ ___ ___ 0.5 1.2 
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