Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, DOT

§398.3 Qualifications of drivers or op-
erators.

(a) Compliance required. Every motor
carrier, and its officers, agents, rep-
resentatives and employees who drive
motor vehicles or are responsible for
the hiring, supervision, training, as-
signment or dispatching of drivers
shall comply and be conversant with
the requirements of this part.

(b) Minimum physical requirements. No
person shall drive, nor shall any motor
carrier require or permit any person to
drive, any motor vehicle unless such
person possesses the following min-
imum qualifications:

(1) No loss of foot, leg, hand or arm,

(2) No mental, nervous, organic, or
functional disease, likely to interfere
with safe driving.

(3) No loss of fingers, impairment of
use of foot, leg, fingers, hand or arm, or
other structural defect or limitation,
likely to interfere with safe driving.

(4) Eyesight: Visual acuity of at least
20/40 (Snellen) in each eye either with-
out glasses or by correction with glass-
es; form field of vision in the hori-
zontal meridian shall not be less than a
total of 140 degrees; ability to distin-
guish colors red, green and yellow;
drivers requiring correction by glasses
shall wear properly prescribed glasses
at all times when driving.

(5) Hearing: Hearing shall not be less
than 10/20 in the better ear, for con-
versational tones, without a hearing
aid.

(6) Liquor, narcotics and drugs: Shall
not be addicted to the use of narcotics
or habit forming drugs, or the exces-
sive use of alcoholic beverages or lig-
uors.

(7) Initial and periodic physical exam-
ination of drivers: No person shall drive
nor shall any motor carrier require or
permit any person to drive any motor
vehicle unless within the immediately
preceding 36 month period such person
shall have been physically examined
and shall have been certified in accord-
ance with the provisions of paragraph
(b)(8) of this section by a licensed doc-
tor of medicine or osteopathy as meet-
ing the requirements of this sub-
section.

(8) Certificate of physical examination:
Every motor carrier shall have in its
files at its principal place of business
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for every driver employed or used by it
a legible certificate of a licensed doctor
of medicine or osteopathy based on a
physical examination as required by
paragraph (b)(7) of this section or a leg-
ible photographically reproduced copy
thereof, and every driver shall have in
his/her possession while driving, such a
certificate or a photographically repro-
duced copy thereof covering himself/
herself.

(9) Doctor’s certificate: The doctor’s
certificate shall certify as follows:

DOCTOR’S CERTIFICATE

(Driver of Migrant Workers)

This is to certify that I have this day ex-
amined in accordance with
§398.3(b) of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations of the Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Administration and that I find him/
her

Qualified under said rules (J

Qualified only when wearing glasses []

I have kept on file in my office a com-
pleted examination.

(Date)
(Place)

(Signature of examining doctor)

(Address of doctor)
Signature of driver
Address of driver

(c) Minimum age and experience re-
quirements. No person shall drive, nor
shall any motor carrier require or per-
mit any person to drive, any motor ve-
hicle unless such person possesses the
following minimum qualifications:

(1) Age. Minimum age shall be 21
years.

(2) Driving skill. Experience in driving
some type of motor vehicle (including
private automobiles) for not less than
one year, including experience
throughout the four seasons.

(3) Knowledge of regulations. Famili-
arity with the rules and regulations
prescribed in this part pertaining to
the driving of motor vehicles.

(4) Knowledge of English. Every driver
shall be able to read and speak the
English language sufficiently to under-
stand highway traffic signs and signals
and directions given in English and to
respond to official inquiries.
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(5) Driver’s permit. Possession of a
valid permit qualifying the driver to
operate the type of vehicle driven by
him/her in the jurisdiction by which
the permit is issued.

[33 FR 19765, Dec. 25, 1968, as amended at 40
FR 44557, Sept. 29, 1975]

§398.4 Driving of motor vehicles.

(a) Compliance required. Every motor
carrier shall comply with the require-
ments of this part, shall instruct its of-
ficers, agents, representatives and driv-
ers with respect thereto, and shall take
such measures as are necessary to in-
sure compliance therewith by such per-
sons. All officers, agents, representa-
tives, drivers, and employees of motor
carriers directly concerned with the
management, maintenance, operation,
or driving of motor vehicles, shall com-
ply with and be conversant with the re-
quirements of this part.

(b) Driving rules to be obeyed. Every
motor vehicle shall be driven in ac-
cordance with the laws, ordinances,
and regulations of the jurisdiction in
which it is being operated, unless such
laws, ordinances and regulations are at
variance with specific regulations of
this Administration which impose a
greater affirmative obligation or re-
straint.

(c) Driving while ill or fatigued. No
driver shall drive or be required or per-
mitted to drive a motor vehicle while
his/her ability or alertness is so im-
paired through fatigue, illness, or any
other cause as to make it unsafe for
him/her to begin or continue to drive,
except in case of grave emergency
where the hazard to passengers would
be increased by observance of this sec-
tion and then only to the nearest point
at which the safety of passengers is as-
sured.

(d) Alcoholic beverages. No driver shall
drive or be required or permitted to
drive a motor vehicle, be in active con-
trol of any such vehicle, or go on duty
or remain on duty, when under the in-
fluence of any alcoholic beverage or
liquor, regardless of its alcoholic con-
tent, nor shall any driver drink any
such beverage or liquor while on duty.

(e) Schedules to conform with speed lim-
its. No motor carrier shall permit nor
require the operation of any motor ve-
hicle between points in such period of
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time as would necessitate the vehicle
being operated at speeds greater than
those prescribed by the jurisdictions in
or through which the vehicle is being
operated.

(f) Equipment and emergency devices.
No motor vehicle shall be driven unless
the driver thereof shall have satisfied
himself/herself that the following
parts, accessories, and emergency de-
vices are in good working order; nor
shall any driver fail to use or make use
of such parts, accessories, and devices
when and as needed:

Service brakes, including trailer brake con-
nections.

Parking (hand) brake.
Steering mechanism.

Lighting devices and reflectors.

Tires.
Horn.
Windshield wiper or wipers.

Rear-vision mirror or mirrors.

Coupling devices.

Fire extinguisher,
mounted.

Road warning devices, at least one red burn-
ing fusee and at least three flares (oil burn-
ing pot torches), red electric lanterns, or
red emergency reflectors.

at least one properly

(g) Safe loading—(1) Distribution and
securing of load. No motor vehicle shall
be driven nor shall any motor carrier
permit or require any motor vehicle to
be driven if it is so loaded, or if the
load thereon is so improperly distrib-
uted or so inadequately secured, as to
prevent its safe operation.

(2) Doors, tarpaulins, tailgates and
other equipment. No motor vehicle shall
be driven unless the tailgate, tailboard,
tarpaulins, doors, all equipment and
rigging used in the operation of said
vehicle, and all means of fastening the
load, are securely in place.

(3) Interference with driver. No motor
vehicle shall be driven when any object
obscures his/her view ahead, or to the
right or left sides, or to the rear, or
interferes with the free movement of
his/her arms or legs, or prevents his/her
free and ready access to the accessories
required for emergencies, or prevents
the free and ready exit of any person
from the cab or driver’s compartment.

(4) Property on motor vehicles. No vehi-
cle transporting persons and property
shall be driven unless such property is
stowed in a manner which will assure:
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