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D
eer w

as an im
portant m

eat source.
U

sing a deer’s hide and head as a
disguise, they stalked their unsuspecting
prey. S

o skilled w
ere they in im

itating a
deer’s m

ovem
ents, at tim

es disguised
hunters w

ere m
istakenly attacked by other

hunters.
Juan P

once de Leon landed in F
lorida

in 1513. C
ontact w

ith the E
uropeans led

to the rapid dem
ise of the T

im
ucuan

people and their culture.
N

um
bering an estim

ated 40,000 w
ith

the com
ing of the S

panish, the Tim
ucuans

w
ere reduced to a handful of survivors

w
ho fled w

ith the S
panish w

hen S
pain

w
ithdrew

 from
 F

lorida in 1763.

T
here has never been a com

plete
archeological excavation of Turtle M

ound.
B

y protecting it for the future, w
e w

ill be
able to gain m

ore insight into the w
ay of

life of the Tim
ucuan people.

A
rcheological sites such as T

urtle
M

ound are the last rem
aining vestige of

the Tim
ucuan people. O

ther m
ounds have

been leveled to provide roadfill m
aterial.

S
om

e m
ounds have been so disturbed

th
a

t 
th

e
ir 

a
rch

e
o

lo
g

ica
l 

re
co

rd
 

w
a

s
destroyed and their artifacts lost forever.
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Turtle M
ound

re
m

a
in

in
g

 
b

u
ria

l 
m

o
u

n
d

s 
a

n
d

 
sh

e
ll

m
iddens (C

astle W
indy) are like an

unw
ritten book about the people w

ho
lived here. B

y protecting it, w
e are assuring

that future generations w
ill learn of the

Tim
ucuan people.
T

h
e

 
la

rg
e

 
sh

e
ll 

m
o

u
n

d
s 

h
o

ld
undisclosed inform

ation to their w
ay of

life. F
rom

 800 to 1400 A
.D

., generation
after generation left evidence behind to
tell of their lifestyle at Turtle M

ound.

T
h

e
 

e
a
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st 

e
vid
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n

ce
 

o
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m
a

n
 

a
t

C
anaveral is found in the num

erous
m

o
u

n
d

s 
a

n
d

 
m

id
d

e
n

s 
w

ith
in

 
its

boundaries.
M

ore than 14,000 years ago, sm
all

nom
adic bands of Indians entered F

lorida.
A

s tim
e passed, regional cultures evolved

in
 

re
sp

o
n

se
 

to
 

lo
ca

l 
e

n
viro

n
m

e
n

ta
l

conditions. B
y the tim

e the E
uropeans

cam
e various distinct Indian groups w

ere
distributed throughout F

lorida. Living in
the vicinity of T

urtle M
ound w

ere the
Tim

ucuan people.
In their 2,000 years of occupation

along the coast, the Tim
ucuans did little

to alter the natural landscape. T
heir few

W
inter cam

ps along the coast w
ere

sm
all, consisting of one or m

ore fam
ilies.

T
he chief of the village lived in a structure

in the center of the village.

A
n

im
a

l b
o

n
e

s u
n

co
ve

re
d

 in
 sh

e
ll

m
iddens revealed the skill of the Tim

ucuan
hunters. W

ith bow
 and arrow

, spears and
snares, they caught a variety of sm

all
m

am
m

als and reptiles.


