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§ 210.78 Notice of enforcement action 
to Government agencies. 

(a) Consultation. The Commission 
may consult with or seek information 
from any Government agency when 
taking any action under this subpart. 

(b) Notification of Treasury. The Com-
mission shall notify the Secretary of 
the Treasury of any action under this 
subpart that results in a permanent or 
temporary exclusion of articles from 
entry, or the revocation of an order to 
such effect, or the issuance of an order 
compelling seizure and forfeiture of im-
ported articles.

§ 210.79 Advisory opinions. 
(a) Advisory opinions. Upon request of 

any person, the Commission may, upon 
such investigation as it deems nec-
essary, issue an advisory opinion as to 
whether the person’s proposed course 
of action or conduct would violate a 
Commission exclusion order, cease and 
desist order, or consent order. The 
Commission will consider whether the 
issuance of such an advisory opinion 
would facilitate the enforcement of 
section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930, 
would be in the public interest, and 
would benefit consumers and competi-
tive conditions in the United States, 
and whether the person has a compel-
ling business need for the advice and 
has framed his request as fully and ac-
curately as possible. Advisory opinion 
proceedings are not subject to sections 
554, 555, 556, 557, and 702 of title 5 of the 
United States Code. 

(b) Revocation. The Commission may 
at any time reconsider any advice 
given under this section and, where the 
public interest requires, revoke its 
prior advice. In such event the person 
will be given notice of the Commis-
sion’s intent to revoke as well as an op-
portunity to submit its views to the 
Commission. The Commission will not 
proceed against a person for violation 
of an exclusion order, cease and desist 
order, or consent order with respect to 
any action that was taken in good 
faith reliance upon the Commission’s 
advice under this section, if all rel-
evant facts were accurately presented 
to the Commission and such action was 
promptly discontinued upon notifica-
tion of revocation of the Commission’s 
advice.
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Subpart A—General Provisions

§ 212.01 Purpose. 
(a) The Equal Access to Justice Act, 

5 U.S.C. 504 (called ‘‘the Act’’ in this 
part), provides for the award of attor-
ney fees and other expenses to eligible 
individuals and entities who are parties 
to certain administrative proceedings 
(called ‘‘adversary adjudications’’) be-
fore an agency. Under the Act an eligi-
ble party may receive an award when it 
prevails over an agency, unless the 
agency’s position in the proceeding was 
substantially justified or special cir-
cumstances make an award unjust. The 
rules in this part describe the parties 
eligible for awards and the Commission 
proceedings that are covered. They also 
explain how to apply for awards, and 
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