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(b) The debtor will be granted at 
least 30 days from the date of the noti-
fication required by paragraph (a) of 
this section to request a review of the 
determination of the individual respon-
sible for collection of the debt on any 
unresolved dispute. The debtor will be 
advised of the result. 

(c) The review required by paragraph 
(b) of this section will ordinarily be 
based on written submissions and docu-
mentation provided by the debtor. 
However, a reasonable opportunity for 
an oral hearing will be provided the 
debtor when the reviewing official de-
termines that any remaining dispute 
cannot be resolved by review of the 
documentary evidence alone. Unless 
otherwise required by law, an oral 
hearing under this section is not re-
quired to be a formal evidentiary-type 
hearing, although the reviewing offi-
cial should carefully document all sig-
nificant matters discussed at the hear-
ing. 

§ 20.109 Prior provision of rights with 
respect to debt. 

To the extent that the rights of the 
debtor in relation to the same debt 
have been previously provided under 
some other statutory or regulatory au-
thority, the Department is not re-
quired to duplicate those efforts before 
referring a debt for tax refund offset. 

§ 20.110 Referral to IRS for tax refund 
offset. 

(a) By the date and in the manner 
prescribed by the IRS the Department 
will refer for tax refund offset the fol-
lowing information on past-due legally 
enforceable debts: 

(1) Whether the debtor is an indi-
vidual or a business entity; 

(2) Name and taxpayer identification 
number (SSN or EIN) of the debtor who 
is responsible for the debt; 

(3) The amount of the debt; 
(4) The date on which the debt be-

came past-due; 
(5) Department-level, sub-Depart-

ment-level and (as appropriate) ac-
count identifiers. 

(b) As necessary to reflect changes in 
the status of debts/debtors referred for 
tax refund offset, the Department will 
submit updated information at the 
times and in the manner prescribed by 

IRS. The original submission described 
in paragraph (a) of this section will not 
be changed to increase the amount of 
the debt or to refer additional debtors. 

(c) Amounts erroneously offset will 
be refunded by the Department or IRS 
in accordance with the Memorandum of 
Understanding. 

§ 20.111 Administrative cost charges. 
Costs incurred by the Department in 

connection with referral of debts for 
tax refund offset will be added to the 
debt and thus increase the amount of 
the offset. 
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§ 22.1 Basis and purpose. 
(a) Basis. This part implements the 

Program Fraud Civil Remedies Act of 
1986, Public Law No. 99–509, sections 
6101–6104, 100 Stat. 1874 (October 21, 
1986), to be codified at 31 U.S.C. 3801– 
3812. 31 U.S.C. 3809 of the statute re-
quires each authority head to promul-
gate regulations necessary to imple-
ment the provisions of the statute. 

(b) Purpose. This part (1) establishes 
administrative procedures for imposing 
civil penalties and assessments against 
persons who make, submit, or present, 
or cause to be made, submitted, or pre-
sented, false, fictitious, or fraudulent 
claims or written statements to au-
thorities or to their agents, and (2) 
specifies the hearing and appeal rights 
of persons subject to allegations of li-
ability for such penalties and assess-
ments. 

§ 22.2 Definitions. 
(a) ALJ means an Administrative 

Law Judge in the authority appointed 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3105 or detailed to 
the authority pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3344. 

(b) Authority means the United States 
Department of Labor. 

(c) Authority head means the Sec-
retary of Labor or his or her designee. 

(d) Benefit means, in the context of 
statement, anything of value, including 
but not limited to any advantage, pref-
erence, privilege, license, permit, fa-
vorable decision, ruling, status, or loan 
guarantee. 

(e) Claim means, any request, de-
mand, or submission— 

(1) Made to the authority for prop-
erty, services, or money (including 
money representing grants, loans, in-
surance, or benefits); 

(2) Made to a recipient of property, 
services, or money from the authority 
or to a party to a contract with the au-
thority— 

(i) For property or services if the 
United States— 

(A) Provided such property or serv-
ices; 

(B) Provided any portion of the funds 
for the purchase of such property or 
services; or 

(C) Will reimburse such recipient or 
party for the purchase of such property 
or services; or 

(ii) For the payment of money (in-
cluding money representing grants, 
loans, insurance, or benefits) if the 
United States— 

(A) Provided any portion of the 
money requested or demanded; or 

(B) Will reimburse such recipient or 
party for any portion of the money 
paid on such request or demand; or 

(3) Made to the authority which has 
the effect of decreasing an obligation 
to pay or account for property, serv-
ices, or money. 

(f) Complaint means the administra-
tive complaint served by the reviewing 
official on the defendant under § 22.7. 

(g) Defendant means any person al-
leged in a complaint under § 22.7 to be 
liable for a civil penalty or assessment 
under § 22.3. 

(h) Department means the United 
States Department of Labor. 

(i) Government means the United 
States Government. 

(j) Individual means a natural person. 
(k) Initial decision means the written 

decision of the ALJ required by § 22.10 
or § 22.37, and includes a revised initial 
decision issued following a remand or a 
motion for reconsideration. 

(l) Investigating official means the In-
spector General of the Department of 
Labor or an officer or employee of the 
Office of the Inspector General des-
ignated by the Inspector General and 
serving in a position for which the rate 
of basic pay is not less than the min-
imum rate of basic pay for grade GS–16 
under the General Schedule. 

(m) Knows or has reason to know, 
means that a person, with respect to a 
claim or statement— 

(1) Has actual knowledge that the 
claim or statement is false, fictitious, 
or fraudulent; 
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