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Mike Shapiro, deputy assistant adminidrator of the Office of Solid Waste and Emergency
Response (OSWER), we comed the participants and emphasized the importance the U.S.
Environmentd Pratection Agency (EPA) attaches to maximizing sakeholder involvement early
in the implementation process of the brownfiddslaw. Mr. Shepiro noted that thisisthefirst of
four ligening sessions and that EPA has recently st up itsteams and sructure to develop the
gopropriate policies, guidance, and regulaions.

EPA islooking to various stekeholder communities to identify issuesimpecting thar
condiituents. Mechaniams are in place through the implementation work groups and other
meens to identify key isues as quickly as possble EPA’s objective isto get input on mgjor
themes and issues to consider when developing palicy and guidance. By thefdl of 2002, EPA
expects to have devdoped new funding goplication guiddines and various policy documents
related to implementation of the law.

Mr. Shapiro indicated that environmentd judtice (EJ) issues have been an dement of the
brownfiddsinitiative Snce the beginning and EPA plansto continue to indude this philasophy
asit movesforward to implement the law.

Legislation Summary—Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields
Revitalization Act:
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Linda Garczynski, EPA’s Outreach and Specid Projects Saff (OSPS), presented anumber of
dements of thelaw that might be of particular interest to the environmentd justice and tribd
communities These dements resulted directly from response to input by the EJ and tribd
communities during congressiond debates on the legidation. They indude the fallowing;

Nonprofit organizations are digible for the newly created direct deaenup grants;

Grant funds can be used to assessmonitor the heelth impacts of children, pregnant
women, and other senditive populaions and

Requirement for the satesto provide information—and the opportunity for meaningful
involvement—to the public about the sites being addressed in ther voluntary response

programs (VRPs).

I dentification of Specific | ssues/Questions:

Public Record/Site Inventory

Question whether the Steinventory is reguired for grant digibility or if Satescan
recave money to cregte the inverttory.

Inquiry about what dements are required in asteinventory (eg., ownership, tax
datus).

Pennsylvanid s Site Finder web ste (http:/Awww.pasitefinder.dete paus)) Was given as
an example of asophidticated public record.

Direct Cleanup Grants-Ensure Equitable Competition

Comment that it is good thet direct desnup money is now availadle to nonprofits, but
thisintroduces a new competition for resources

Noted thet community groupstypicaly do not farewell againgt government groupsin
terms of resources and sophidtication in preparing grant gpplications

EPA was encouraged to think about how to make the grant gpplications and evauetion
process vigble for nonprofit organizations and amdler communities with fewer
resources.

M echanics of Federal Enforcement Bar/Safety Net

Claification requested on the date regponse programs and the role of federd oversght.
Concern expressed that in regards to dvil rights and public involvement, Sates are often
less rigorous and thorough.

A commenter wanted to ensure the presence of afederd sefety net to encourage public
involvement, good deanup standards, and gppropriate reuse sHections.

EPA was encouraged to work with the siates to ensure thet they maintain vigorous
programs with adegueate hedth protections and community involvement.

Digplacement/Gentrification
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. Quedtion asked whether anyoneislooking a how many people have been or will be
displaced as aresult of deanup and the resuilting redevel opment/gentrification of

brownfidds properties

. Also asked what percentage of these potentidly diplaced people fal under the EJ
umbrdla

. Digplacement a the Escambia, Horida, Ste raised and concern noted thet residents

often are disenfranchised in the decison-making process, can often be forced to
rel ocate without adequiate compensation or voice, and do not frequently get to regp the
economic bendfits that accompany acommunity’ s revitdizaion efforts

. Key dement to presarving theloca community and/or ensuring thet the residents
bendfit from revitdization is ensuring locd participation in the deanup and reuse
decisons and reuse and will bring thisissue up with them.

. Additiond discussion focused on the use of parks and other greengpace to hep benefit
communities and on how ste-gpecific dedisonsfit into longer-term regiond plans of
communities

Adminigrative Cogs/Cogt Share Requirements/Program Building

. Request for more informeation about the adminidraive cog regtrictions and concan
about theimpact of the prohibition.

New Sites (Petroleum, Mine-scarred, Controlled Substances)

. Inquiry about using the new funds & petroleum and mine-scarred Sites.

. Noted thet the tribes are interested in using some of the funds for methHiabs occurring
ontribd lands.

Sate/Tribal VRP Funding

. Enthusiasm expressed about seeing additiond funding for the states and asked how

EPA plansto dlocate the $50 million for sate'tribal response programs.
. Comment that stakeholders were encouraged by EPA’ simplementation gpproach and
efortsto work with the gates and communities

Grant Application Guiddinesand Process

. Inquiry about hints to boast community organization groups chances for funding,
especidly for greengpace and other nonprofit purposes
. Noted thet a screening process could aso be an opportunity to educate gpplicantson

what would be asuccessful gpplication.

. Supported expressed for two-step gpplication approach, but concern about ensuring
fairess and opportunities when nonprafits and smaler communities are competing
agand larger dities and againg projects with more economic potentid.

. Interest in seaing what the nonprofits can accomplish and desire that they get achance
to compete.

. Quegtion whether dld ruleswere il in place for exiding grants

. Quedtion about availability of the new grant guiddines
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. Quedtion about who makes the decisons on the grant awards

Regulatory Development ver sus Guidance/Policy

. Quedtion whether regulations will be deveoped or whether EPA will primexily rely on
guidance and palides

. Support given for usng the updated 2000 ASTM Phase | gandard currently in use
while EPA developsits own sandard.



