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EPA Green Power CommunityEPA Green Power Community

A new EPA initiative that challenges communities to 
buy green power in an amount that collectively 
meets the Green Power Partnership’s benchmarks 
(see slide #4)
Intended to motivate collective action of a 
community’s local government, businesses, and 
citizens to meet or exceed the EPA’s minimum 
purchasing benchmarks



3

Requirements for CommunitiesRequirements for Communities

Local government must be a Green Power 
Partner
Local government (or its designee) initiates and 
supports Green Power Community campaign 
Local government (or local utility) provides 
electricity use and campaign updates 
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Green Power BenchmarksGreen Power Benchmarks

Note: 100% of your minimum green power partnership requirement should 
be met with “new” renewable energy

Community-wide 
Electricity Use

Green Power 
Minimum Requirement

If the Community’s 
annual electricity use is…

The aggregated green power 
purchases should exceed …

Over 100,000,000 kWh 2%

100,000,000 – 10,000,000 
kWh 3%

Under 10,000,000 kWh 6%
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Local Government’s RoleLocal Government’s Role

Campaign leader and lead coordinator with EPA
Collect and track annual electricity use and green power data

Make decision to sign agreement on behalf of entire 
community
Work with local organizations and utility to support the 
campaign

Consider seeking funding from state clean energy funds
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Community BenefitsCommunity Benefits

Reduce impacts of electricity generation
Community pride and image 
Build bridges between community and utility 
(and other community-based organizations) 
Media coverage of a good story
Stepping stone for more collective sustainable 
action
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EPA Offers Green Power PartnersEPA Offers Green Power Partners

Credibility
Use nationally accepted guidelines for green power purchasing

Expert Advice 
Identify types of products to best suit community needs
Determine environmental benefit of options

Recognition
Assistance with messages and marketing
Use of EPA Green Power Partner mark
Eligibility for Leadership Club and Leadership Awards 

Web-based Information
Green Power Locator (product listing)
Guide to Purchasing Green Power
Communications Guide
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Green Power Community SignGreen Power Community Sign

Highlights a successful campaign
Each Community receives two 24” x 
30” aluminum signs
Designed for outdoor display

Other Recognition
Artwork for Community Banner
Press Release Assistance

Oregon’s Governor Kulongowski and EPA’s 
Matt Clouse holding a Green Power 

Community sign

Event Banners: EPA 
can provide artwork 
development services 
to produce banners 
for announcement 
events.



9

EPA Green Power CommunitiesEPA Green Power Communities

Alta, Utah
Beaverton, Oregon
Bellingham, Washington
Boulder, Colorado
Cannon Beach, Oregon
Corvallis, Oregon

Lacey, Washington
Lincoln City, Oregon
Moab Area, Utah
Palo Alto, California
Park City, Utah
Salem, Oregon
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Utah Clean Energy & Western Resource Advocates 
approached Moab to buy wind power for town gov’t in 2001 

The town gov’t joined EPA in 2002 (received a 2003 award)

PacifiCorp then challenged Moab, SLC & Park City to exceed 
a 5% participation rate  

Exceeded 5% and 10% utility challenges

Moab asked EPA if community could join EPA in 2004
EPA granted Moab’s request and launched a new EPA effort
Moab community purchased green power for > 4% of electricity use, 
exceeding 2% purchase requirement

The First Campaign in Moab, UtahThe First Campaign in Moab, Utah
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How Moab Benefited How Moab Benefited 

EPA recognized community effort at 
the end of the campaign
Three Salt Lake City TV stations 
covered the event on evening news
EPA presented a street sign to 
highlight Moab’s efforts
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Boulder Green Power CommunityBoulder Green Power Community

“Boulder Wind Challenge” is a collaborative 
effort between the City of Boulder, Western 
Resource Advocates, and four providers

Challenge resulted in 1,150 new wind 
power subscribers, which is over twice the 
initial goal of 500.
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Steps for Community CampaignsSteps for Community Campaigns

1. Community’s local government joins Partnership
2. Local gov’t gauges interest among stakeholders in becoming an 

EPA Green Power Community Partner 
3. Local gov’t finds a home for campaign within City Council, citizen 

group, utility or marketers, NGOs, etc.
4. Campaign works on establishing a green power goal
5. Mayor signs EPA partnership agreement on behalf of community, 

possibly with City Council Resolution
6. City designs and implements a campaign to increase the use of 

green power among residents and businesses
7. Determine schedule and activities in consultation with campaign
8. Capture the benefits
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Additional ResourcesAdditional Resources

Community Presentations from 11th Green Power Marketing Conference
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/innis.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/enright.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/hodges.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/mulligan.pdf

Community Presentations from 10th Green Power Marketing Conference
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/10gpmc05/wright_clouse.pdf

http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/innis.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/enright.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/hodges.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/11remc06/mulligan.pdf
http://www.eere.energy.gov/greenpower/conference/10gpmc05/wright_clouse.pdf
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Contact InformationContact Information

Questions?
Blaine Collison, EPA 
(202) 343-9139 
collison.blaine@epa.gov
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