
YOUNGSTERS AND 
OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES

Off-road riding is a wonderful family recreation activity, when 
proper precautions are taken.  The first question parents should 
ask, “Is my child ready to safely operate an off-highway vehicle?”

Size and strength are important things to consider.  Have your 
youngster sit on an appropriate sized off-highway vehicle to see if 
he or she can reach, and operate all the controls.

Specific age recommendations may apply to the off-highway 
vehicle you’re interested in.  Please adhere to these 
recommendations when considering an off-highway vehicle for 
your child.

A child needs to know what the rules are and that certain limits are 
necessary for the safe operation of this vehicle.  a youngster who 
can’t or won’t follow parental directions isn’t ready for an off-road 
vehicle.

Carefully observe your child’s operation of the vehicle, and 
evaluate his or her performance ... much in the same way you’d 
teach your son or daughter to play baseball or soccer.  Always 
supervise your children when they ride.  It’s a great way to spend 
quality time with them.
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LEAVING A GOOD IMPRESSION

Remember the Tread Lightly! Pledge:
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ravel and recreate with minimum impact.
espect the environment and the rights of others.
ducate yourself, plan and prepare before you go.
llow for future use of the outdoors by leaving it 

   better than you found it.
iscover the rewards of responsible recreation.
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