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redundancy that is important to the 
conservation of the species. In North 
America, wolverines occur within a 
wide variety of arctic, sub-arctic and 
alpine habitats, primarily boreal forests, 
tundra, and western mountains 
throughout Alaska and Canada, with 
two small peninsulas of habitat 
extending into the North Cascades and 
the Northern Rocky Mountains in the 
contiguous United States. The portion of 
the range that extends into the 
contiguous United States is small in 
relation to the entire range of the 
subspecies. Additionally, the actual area 
amount of habitat in the contiguous 
United States is more fragmented in 
nature than habitat found elsewhere 
throughout the range, which results in 
a smaller proportion of actual habitat in 
the contiguous U.S. portion than what is 
generally indicated on ‘‘range’’ maps 
(see ‘‘Habitat Availability and 
Connectivity’’ section above). Finally, a 
small proportion of the total wolverine 
population occurs in the contiguous 
United States. Assuming 8,333 
wolverine occur in Alaska (as described 
in the control of exploitation section 
above), 15,089 wolverine occur in 
Canada, and 500 wolverine occur in the 
contiguous United States, the 
contiguous United States portion 
accounts for only 2 percent of the entire 
G. g. luscus population. Thus, we 
determined that the contiguous U.S. 
wolverine population does not 
significantly contribute to the 
redundancy of G. g. luscus. 

In determining whether the 
contiguous U.S. wolverine population 
contributed to representation, we 
evaluated whether it contributes to the 
genetic diversity of the species. 
Adequate representation ensures that 
the species’ adaptive capabilities are 
conserved. Wolverines in the 
contiguous United States contain a 
subset of the genetic haplotypes found 
in the Canadian populations, and 
therefore do not represent a unique 
population. Thus, the species does not 
meaningfully contribute to 
representation of Gulo gulo luscus. The 
populations in Canada and Alaska are 
relatively large and contiguous, and are 
not dependent on connectivity to the 
contiguous U.S. population. 

Based on the discussion above, we 
determined that the contiguous United 
States portion of the current range of the 
North American wolverine is not 
significant to the Gulo gulo luscus 
subspecies, and therefore does not 
warrant further consideration to 
determine if it is a significant portion of 
the range that is threatened or 
endangered. In addition, we find that 
historical habitat in the contiguous 

United States that is no longer occupied 
would not raise the status of this portion 
of the range as being significant to the 
subspecies. 

Finding 

We have carefully assessed the best 
scientific and commercial information 
available regarding threats to the 
contiguous United States population of 
the wolverine. We reviewed the 
petition, and available published and 
unpublished scientific and commercial 
information. This 12-month finding 
reflects and incorporates information 
that we received during the public 
comment period or that we obtained 
through consultation, literature 
research, and field visits. 

On the basis of this review, we have 
determined that the contiguous United 
States population of the North American 
wolverine does not constitute a distinct 
population segment (DPS) under the Act 
and therefore a listable entity unto itself. 
We also find that the contiguous United 
States population of the North American 
wolverine is not a significant portion of 
the range of the North American 
subspecies and does not warrant further 
consideration under the Act. Therefore, 
we find that the petition to list the 
North American wolverine that occurs 
in the contiguous United States is not 
warranted for listing. 
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The primary author of this document 
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Authority 

The authority for this action is section 
4 of the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.). 

Dated: February 28, 2008. 

H. Dale Hall, 
Director, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–4197 Filed 3–10–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: This document corrects the 
fax number in the ADDRESSES section of 
a proposed rule published in the 
Federal Register of March 5, 2008. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Marta Nammack at 301–713–1401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Correction 

In proposed rule FR Doc. E8–4231, 
beginning on page 11849 in the issue of 
March 5, 2008, make the following 
correction, in the Preamble. On page 
11849, column two, line 8 of the 
ADDRESSES section, replace ‘‘978–281– 
9394’’ with ‘‘301–713–0376’’. 

Dated: March 6, 2008. 
John Oliver, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Operations, National Marine Fisheries 
Service. 
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