




CDC
Injury Fact Book 

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Atlanta, Georgia

November 2006



The CDC Injury Fact Book is a publication of the National Center for Injury Prevention and 
Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Julie Louise Gerberding, MD, MPH
Director

Coordinating Center for Environmental Health and Injury Prevention

Henry Falk, MD, MPH
Director

National Center for Injury Prevention and Control

Ileana Arias, PhD
Director

Acknowledgments

Thank you to the staff of the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC),  
CDC’s Injury Center, for help in compiling the CDC Injury Fact Book. Special thanks go to 
Carole Craft and Sue Swensen for editing material found in this book and to Kendra Godbold 
for editorial assistance; Krista Hopkins Cole, Sandee L. Coulberson, Michele Huitric, Alida Knuth, 
Marie Legg, Jennifer Middlebrooks, Jane Mitchko, Sarah Olson, Kelly Sarmiento, and Robin Sloan 
for their prompt, cheerful responses to the seemingly endless requests for data and program 
descriptions; Tracey Foster-Butler for identifying and obtaining photographs; Sara Cote for 
desktop publishing and creative solutions; Julie Hentz, Robert Noble, and Sevena Quattlebaum 
for graphics support; and Sandra Bonzo for her counsel, broad knowledge of injury topics, and 
diligence beyond the norm. To those who are dedicated to the Injury Center, this book celebrates 
your achievements and contributions.

Suggested citation: National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. CDC Injury Fact Book.  
Atlanta (GA): Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; 2006.



iii

Directors’ Messages,   v

Introduction,   1
Injuries in a Changing America,   2

The Public Health Approach to Injury Prevention,   4

The Public Health Approach at Work,   5

Planning for the Future,   9

Timeline,   10

Data for Injury Prevention and Control,   15 
Data Sources,   16

Data Sharing,   18

Capacity Building and Surveillance,   19

Partners in Prevention,   21
Federal Agencies,   22

State and Local Agencies,   24

Organizations for State and Local Health Professionals,   25

National Nonprofit Organizations,   26

Academic Institutions,   28

Academic Organizations,   29

Cross-cutting Partnerships,   29

International Agencies,   30

Injury—A Risk at Any Stage of Life,   31

Preventing Injuries in America: Public Health in Action,   35
Acute Injury Care and Treatment,   36

Alcohol-related Motor Vehicle Injuries,   39

Child Maltreatment,   42

Child Passenger Safety,   46

Community Resilience,   49

Emergency Preparedness and Response,   51

Intimate Partner Violence,   55

Older Adult Drivers,   60

Older Adult Falls,   62

Pedestrian Injuries,   66

Residential Fires,   68

Road Traffic Safety,   71

School Violence,   72

Sexual Violence,   75

Sports- and Recreation-related Injuries,   79

Suicide,   81

Supervision of Children,   85

Teens Behind the Wheel,   87

Traumatic Brain Injury,   90

Water-related Injuries,   94

Youth Violence,   97

Publications and Resources,   103 

Contents





v

Every day, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) 
extraordinary team of dedicated men and women works around the 

clock and around the globe to protect Americans’ health. CDC has two 
overarching goals for health protection:

n  All people—and especially those at greatest risk for health disparities—
will achieve their optimal lifespan with the best possible quality of health 
in every stage of life. 

n  People in all communities will be protected from infectious, 
occupational, environmental, and terrorist threats. 

CDC’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC) plays 
a critical role in reaching these goals. From protecting infants and toddlers 
against injuries in the home, to preventing youth violence, to researching how 
communities can best prepare for and handle large-scale emergencies, NCIPC 
is dedicated to keeping Americans safe from injuries and violence—and 
reducing their resulting disabilities, death, and costs—across all life stages.

Julie L. Gerberding, MD, MPH
Director, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
 

 

The work of NCIPC contributes greatly to CDC’s efforts to address the 
safety needs of its most important client—the American people. NCIPC 

provides national leadership in identifying research priorities and promoting 
tools for injury and violence prevention, joins with partners to turn research 
into actions that reduce injuries and disabilities, and prompts action for a 
safer, healthier nation through a wide range of programs. 

Henry Falk, MD, MPH
Director, Coordinating Center for  
Environmental Health and Injury Prevention 

 
 

Preventable injuries and violence take the lives of thousands of Americans 
each year. One of CDC’s health impact goals is to reduce deaths from 

injuries. At NCIPC, we take that goal seriously, and we work tirelessly to 
meet or exceed it. And we’re making progress. We have seen reductions in 
bullying, fewer young children who ride unrestrained in cars, and fewer older 
adults who die in residential fires. But there is much more to do. As you will 
see by the programs described in this fact book, we are studying how, when, 
and why injuries occur; developing and testing new strategies to prevent 
injuries; and disseminating to at-risk populations the prevention strategies 
that have been proven to work. We pledge to continue our efforts until 
injuries are no longer a leading cause of death.

Ileana Arias, PhD
Director, National Center for  
Injury Prevention and Control
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