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intended to provide a circumferential 
expressway system around the 
Birmingham metropolitan area. The 
extension of the Beltline that is 
proposed under this project is 
considered necessary to provide a 
connecting link between Interstate 59 to 
Interstate 20. 

Alternatives under consideration 
include (1) Taking no action; and (2) 
constructing a new multi-lane, limited 
access highway on new location. 
Incorporated into and studied with the 
various build alternatives within the 
corridor study limits, will be proposed 
interchange locations and designs at the 
crossing of U.S. 411 (S.R. 20) and the 
route terminus at Interstate 20. 

Input for further defining the purpose 
and need for the proposed project and 
additional alternatives will be 
accomplished via the following. Letters 
describing the proposed action and 
soliciting comments will be sent to 
appropriate Federal, State, and local 
agencies, and to private organizations 
and citizens who have previously 
expressed or are known to have interest 
in this proposal. Agencies will also be 
invited by letter to attend a formal 
Scoping Meeting. A series of public 
meetings will be held within the 
corridor study area. In addition, a public 
hearing will be held upon approval of 
the Draft EIS. The Draft EIS will be 
available for public and agency review 
and comment prior to the public 
hearing. Public notice will be given of 
the time and place of the meetings and 
hearing. To ensure that the full range of 
issues related to this proposed action 
are addressed and all significant issues 
identified, comments and suggestions 
are invited from all interested parties. 
Comments or questions concerning this 
proposed action should be directed to 
the FHWA contact person identified in 
the address provided above. 

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway Planning 
and Construction. The regulations 
implementing Executive Order 12372 
regarding intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to this 
program.) 

Issued on July 27, 2006. 

Bill Van Luchene, 
Acting Division Administrator, Montgomery, 
AL. 
[FR Doc. 06–6631 Filed 8–1–06; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–22–M 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Railroad Administration 

Proposed Agency Information 
Collection Activities; Comment 
Request 

AGENCY: Federal Railroad 
Administration, DOT. 
ACTION: Notice and Request For 
Comments. 

SUMMARY: In compliance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this notice 
announces that the Information 
Collection Requirements (ICRs) 
abstracted below have been forwarded 
to the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and comment. The 
ICRs describe the nature of the 
information collection and their 
expected burden. The Federal Register 
notice with a 60-day comment period 
soliciting comments on the following 
collections of information was 
published on May 15, 2006 (71 FR 
28076). 
DATES: Comments must be submitted on 
or before September 1, 2006. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Robert Brogan, Office of Planning and 
Evaluation Division, RRS–21, Federal 
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont 
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 17, Washington, 
DC 20590 (telephone: (202) 493–6292), 
or Victor Angelo, Office of Support 
Systems, RAD–43, Federal Railroad 
Administration, 1120 Vermont Ave., 
NW., Mail Stop 35, Washington, DC 
20590 (telephone: (202) 493–6470). 
(These telephone numbers are not toll- 
free.) 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA), Pub. L. No. 104–13, § 2, 109 Stat. 
163 (1995) (codified as revised at 44 
U.S.C. 3501–3520), and its 
implementing regulations, 5 CFR Part 
1320, require Federal agencies to issue 
two notices seeking public comment on 
information collection activities before 
OMB may approve paperwork packages. 
44 U.S.C. 3506, 3507; 5 CFR 1320.5, 
1320.8(d)(1), 1320.12. On May 15, 2006, 
FRA published a 60-day notice in the 
Federal Register soliciting comment on 
ICRs that the agency was seeking OMB 
approval. 71 FR 28076. FRA received no 
comments in response to this notice. 

Before OMB decides whether to 
approve this proposed collection of 
information, it must provide 30 days for 
public comment. 44 U.S.C. 3507(b); 5 
CFR 1320.12(d). Federal law requires 
OMB to approve or disapprove 
paperwork packages between 30 and 60 
days after the 30-day notice is 

published. 44 U.S.C. 3507 (b)-(c); 5 CFR 
1320.12(d); see also 60 FR 44978, 44983, 
Aug. 29, 1995. OMB believes that the 
30-day notice informs the regulated 
community to file relevant comments 
and affords the agency adequate time to 
digest public comments before it 
renders a decision. 60 FR 44983, Aug. 
29, 1995. Therefore, respondents should 
submit their respective comments to 
OMB within 30 days of publication to 
best ensure having their full effect. 5 
CFR 1320.12(c); see also 60 FR 44983, 
Aug. 29, 1995. 

The summaries below describe the 
nature of the information collection 
requirements (ICRs) and the expected 
burden. The revised requirements are 
being submitted for clearance by OMB 
as required by the PRA. 

Title: State Safety Participation 
Regulations and Remedial Actions. 

OMB Control Number: 2130–0509. 
Type of Request: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Affected Public: Businesses. 
Form(s): 6180.33/61/67/96/96A/109/ 

110/111/112. 
Abstract: The collection of 

information is set forth under 49 CFR 
Part 212, and requires qualified state 
inspectors to provide various reports to 
FRA for monitoring and enforcement 
purposes concerning state investigative, 
inspection, and surveillance activities 
regarding railroad compliance with 
Federal railroad safety laws and 
regulations. Additionally, railroads are 
required to report to FRA actions taken 
to remedy certain alleged violations of 
law. 

Annual Estimated Burden Hours: 
10,359. 

Title: Certification of Glazing 
Materials. 

OMB Control Number: 2130–0525. 
Type of Request: Extension of a 

currently approved collection. 
Affected Public: Businesses. 
Form(s): N/A. 
Abstract: The collection of 

information is set forth under 49 CFR 
Part 223, which requires the 
certification and permanent marking of 
glazing materials by the manufacturer. 
The manufacturer is also responsible for 
making available test verification data to 
railroads and FRA upon request. Annual 
Estimated Burden Hours: 119. 

Addressee: Send comments regarding 
these information collections to the 
Office of Information and Regulatory 
Affairs, Office of Management and 
Budget, 725 Seventeenth Street, NW., 
Washington, DC 20503; Attention: FRA 
Desk Officer. 

Comments are invited on the 
following: Whether the proposed 
collections of information are necessary 
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for the proper performance of the 
functions of FRA, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of the 
burden of the proposed information 
collections; ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and ways to minimize the 
burden of the collections of information 
on respondents, including the use of 
automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 

A comment to OMB is best assured of 
having its full effect if OMB receives it 
within 30 days of publication of this 
notice in the Federal Register. 

Authority: 44 U.S.C. 3501–3520. 

Issued in Washington, DC on July 26, 2006. 
D.J. Stadtler, 
Director, Office of Budget, Federal Railroad 
Administration. 
[FR Doc. E6–12404 Filed 8–1–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–06–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Railroad Administration 

Proposed Agency Information 
Collection Activities; Comment 
Request 

AGENCY: Federal Railroad 
Administration, DOT. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 and 
its implementing regulations, the 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) 
hereby announces that it is seeking 
renewal of the following currently 
approved information collection 
activities. Before submitting these 
information collection requirements for 
clearance by the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB), FRA is soliciting 
public comment on specific aspects of 
the activities identified below. 
DATES: Comments must be received no 
later than October 2, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: Submit written comments 
on any or all of the following proposed 
activities by mail to either: Mr. Robert 
Brogan, Office of Safety, Planning and 
Evaluation Division, RRS–21, Federal 
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont 
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 17, Washington, 
DC 20590, or Mr. Victor Angelo, Office 
of Support Systems, RAD–43, Federal 
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont 
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 35, Washington, 
DC 20590. Commenters requesting FRA 
to acknowledge receipt of their 
respective comments must include a 

self-addressed stamped postcard stating, 
‘‘Comments on OMB control number 
2130–0008.’’ Alternatively, comments 
may be transmitted via facsimile to 
(202) 493–6230 or (202) 493–6170, or E- 
mail to Mr. Brogan at 
robert.brogan@dot.gov, or to Mr. Angelo 
at victor.angelo@dot.gov. Please refer to 
the assigned OMB control number in 
any correspondence submitted. FRA 
will summarize comments received in 
response to this notice in a subsequent 
notice and include them in its 
information collection submission to 
OMB for approval. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Robert Brogan, Office of Planning and 
Evaluation Division, RRS–21, Federal 
Railroad Administration, 1120 Vermont 
Ave., NW., Mail Stop 21, Washington, 
DC 20590 (telephone: (202) 493–6292) 
or Victor Angelo, Office of Support 
Systems, RAD–43, Federal Railroad 
Administration, 1120 Vermont Ave., 
NW., Mail Stop 35, Washington, DC 
20590 (telephone: (202) 493–6470). 
(These telephone numbers are not toll- 
free.) 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(PRA), Pub. L. No. 104–13, § 2, 109 Stat. 
163 (1995) (codified as revised at 44 
U.S.C. 3501–3520), and its 
implementing regulations, 5 CFR Part 
1320, require Federal agencies to 
provide 60-days notice to the public for 
comment on information collection 
activities before seeking approval for 
reinstatement or renewal by OMB. 44 
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A); 5 CFR 1320.8(d)(1), 
1320.10(e)(1), 1320.12(a). Specifically, 
FRA invites interested respondents to 
comment on the following summary of 
proposed information collection 
activities regarding (i) Whether the 
information collection activities are 
necessary for FRA to properly execute 
its functions, including whether the 
activities will have practical utility; (ii) 
the accuracy of FRA’s estimates of the 
burden of the information collection 
activities, including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used to 
determine the estimates; (iii) ways for 
FRA to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information being 
collected; and (iv) ways for FRA to 
minimize the burden of information 
collection activities on the public by 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology (e.g., permitting electronic 
submission of responses). See 44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)(i)–(iv); 5 CFR 
1320.8(d)(1)(i)–(iv). FRA believes that 

soliciting public comment will promote 
its efforts to reduce the administrative 
and paperwork burdens associated with 
the collection of information mandated 
by Federal regulations. In summary, 
FRA reasons that comments received 
will advance three objectives: (i) Reduce 
reporting burdens; (ii) ensure that it 
organizes information collection 
requirements in a ‘‘user friendly’’ format 
to improve the use of such information; 
and (iii) accurately assess the resources 
expended to retrieve and produce 
information requested. See 44 U.S.C. 
3501. 

Below is a brief summary of the 
currently approved information 
collection request (ICR) that FRA will 
submit for clearance by OMB as 
required under the PRA: 

Title: Inspection Brake System Safety 
Standards For Freight and Other Non- 
Passenger Trains and Equipment (Power 
Brakes and Drawbars). 

OMB Control Number: 2130–0008. 
Abstract: Section 7 of the Rail Safety 

Enforcement and Review Act of 1992, 
Public Law No. 102–365, amended 
Section 202 of the Federal Railroad 
Safety Act of 1970 (45 U.S.C. 421, 431 
et seq.), empowered the Secretary of 
Transportation to conduct a review of 
the Department’s rules with respect to 
railroad power brakes and, where 
applicable, prescribe standards 
regarding dynamic brake equipment. In 
keeping with the Secretary’s mandate 
and the authority delegated from him to 
the FRA Administrator, FRA recently 
published a comprehensive regulatory 
revision of the then current 
requirements related to the inspection, 
testing, and maintenance of the brake 
equipment used in freight car 
operations. The Final Rule focused 
solely on freight and other non- 
passenger trains, and codified and 
solidified the maintenance requirements 
related to the power brake system and 
its components. The collection of 
information is used by FRA to monitor 
and enforce safety requirements related 
to power brakes on freight cars. The 
collection of information is also used by 
locomotive engineers and road crews to 
verify that the terminal air brake test has 
been performed in a satisfactory 
manner. 

Form Number(s): None. 
Affected Public: Businesses. 
Respondent Universe: 545 railroads. 
Frequency of Submission: On 

occasion. 
Affected Public: Businesses. 
Reporting Burden: 
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