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he United States looks to work with the United
Nations, particularly with the United Nations
Security Council (UNSC), to address the varied challenges

facing the international community.

Ending the Genocide in Sudan

As a result of the conflict in Darfur, which the United
States has called a genocide, thousands of people have been
killed, nearly 2 million internally displaced, and over
200,000 made refugees in Chad. With the African Union
and other international partners, the United States led the
way in achieving the Darfur Peace Agreement (DPA),
signed on May 5, 2006, between the largest rebel group
and the Sudanese government. The UN Security Council
issued a Presidential Statement on May 9, supporting the
implementation of the DPA, and two UN Security Council
Resolutions, 1679 and 1706. The latter resolution called
for the deployment of a UN peacekeeping force to Darfur.
The United States is working intensively with other
Security Council members to ensure that the transition of
the African Union forces to a UN-led operation will take

place as soon as possible.

Nonproliferation and Iran

Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons represents a threat to the
entire international community. In defiance of repeated
calls from the United Nations Security Council and the
International Atomic Energy Agency, the Iranian regime is
continuing its nuclear program. The United States, with
its international partners, will continue to make every
effort to achieve a successful diplomatic outcome, but
there must be consequences, such as Security Council

sanctions, for Iran’s continued defiance.

A Lasting Peace in Lebanon
The United States worked with the other members of the

Security Council to establish conditions for a lasting peace
in Lebanon. The enhancement of the UN peacekeeping
operation in Lebanon will help the democratic Lebanese
government to regain control over its territory. It also will
help to provide the conditions for the full implementation
of Resolution 1559, which calls for the end of foreign
interference in Lebanese internal affairs and for the

disbanding and disarming of militias in Lebanon.

Nonproliferation and North Korea

In response to North Korea’s launch of several ballistic
missiles on July 5, 2006, the United Nations Security
Council unanimously adopted Resolution 1695. The
United States participated in and fully supported the
Japanese-led efforts in making this resolution possible. In
concert with its regional partners, the United States has
urged the North Koreans to return without delay to the
six-party talks for the denuclearization of the Korean
peninsula. This would allow North Korea to gain
economic assistance and security, and to integrate itself

into the region.

Burma

In adding the issue of Burma to the UN Security Council’s
permanent agenda on September 15, 2006, UNSC
members recognized the grave threat to regional stability
posed by the Burmese military junta. The unconscionable
human rights abuses visited by the junta upon its own
people, nearly a million of whom have been internally
displaced or turned into international refugees, are already
destabilizing the region. In addition, the government has
failed to address the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Burma and
has turned a blind eye to the flourishing trafficking in
human beings and narcotics. The international
community must act now to stop Burma’s abuse of its own

people and its endangerment of peace in the region.
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