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Forest Supervisor’s Office 
1101 US Highway 2 West 

Libby MT 59923 
 Agriculture

United States
Department of

Forest 
Service

  
 

File Code: 1950  
 

 Date: October 14, 2004 
 
 
Welcome to the Fall 2004 edition of the quarterly Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) for 
the Kootenai National Forest.  Four times a year, this SOPA is updated, published and made 
available on our website (www.fs.fed.us/r1/kootenai).  
 
We invite your active participation in project planning. Contributing your comments, 
suggestions, and site-specific information about these projects early in the planning process 
can help our Forest make better decisions.  

 
Here is how the SOPA can be best used: 
 
1. Look through the list of projects and decide what projects you would like to know more 

about.  
2. Call the contact person and let them know you would like to be on the mailing list for the 

given project.  The phone number for that person is on the SOPA.  
3. Once you are placed on a project mailing list, you will then be notified about 

opportunities for public participation and you will receive information concerning that 
project as it is developed.  

 
We will continue to provide this SOPA to you unless you ask us to remove your name from 
our mailing list. If you would like to save paper and postage, we will be happy to send you an 
e-mail when the new SOPA is available on our website. 
 
In the Winter of 2004 our forest will join all forests across the country in contributing to a 
national database identifying projects and disclosing project status. The Kootenai will 
continue to publish a quarterly Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) on our Forest, which 
will be posted on our website and will be mailed to those who prefer paper copies. 

 
If you have comments or suggestions on making this SOPA more useful, would like to 
receive the SOPA electronically, or have any questions, contact John Carlson, Acting Forest 
Environmental Coordinator, at 406-293-6211 or jwcarlson01@fs.fed.us.  
 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
BOB CASTANEDA 
Forest Supervisor 
 
Enclosure
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE QUARTERLY SCHEDULE OF PROPOSED ACTIONS (SOPA) 

The enclosed SOPA provides information about projects for which we have a specific proposal and are in the 
process of analyzing, as directed by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

Projects on the SOPA are arranged in a table format and are sorted by Ranger District, by type of project, and by 
date expected for each decision for each project. There are several points in the planning process during which you 
can be the most helpful and influential, but exact steps and timing may vary depending on the type and complexity 
of the project. For example, the whole planning process may only take a few days for small, non-complex projects, 
or several years for large complex projects such as a major mining proposal. The enclosure labeled "Project 
Planning Process and Where You Fit In" describes these steps and identifies what you can do to be involved.  

DEFINITIONS USED FOR THE SOPA 
If you've received previous editions of this list you'll notice that some projects don't appear anymore. That's because 
we've finished the analysis, made the decision, and the appeal period (if applicable) has ended. In other cases, we've 
removed the projects from the list because we're unable to pursue them for various reasons (lack of funding, 
conflicts with other forest priorities, etc.). Please contact the person listed as the "contact" for a project anytime you 
have a question or would like to be included on the mailing list for the given project.  

This list is not inclusive. Some projects may come up after publication that requires our immediate attention, and we 
may complete the decision document before the next edition. 

At the top of each table we have listed the Ranger District, their address, and the "Newspaper of Record" (used by 
the District for legal notices of decision, and scoping of projects). 

The following items describe the column headings and contents in the tables that follow. 
MAP KEY: Identifies a number that goes with the attached small forest map to show the general location of the 
project.  
TYPE OF PROJECT: Identifies the Resource Program area that's affected. Acronyms used include:  
               Mgmt – management                        Exchg – Exchange 
 

NAME OF PROJECT: Identifies the name of the environmental document. Acronyms used are: 
EIS - Environmental Impact Statement        EA – Environmental Assessment  
BPA – Bonneville Power Administration OSR – Overstory Removal 
ORV – Off Road Vehicle Salv – Salvage 
MMBF – Million board feet LE – Land Exchange 
MBF – Thousand board feet                                                                             CCF - Hundred cubic feet 
RUP - Road Use Permit  ROW – Right of Way 
ORD- Open Road Density  
                       
LOCATION & PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Identifies both legal land description and the drainage or other 
identifying on-the-ground feature. If a project is located within an inventoried roadless area it is also noted here. 
Also included is a general description of the project, such as estimated timber volume, acres proposed for treatment, 
acres involved with a land exchange, etc. 
Acronyms used are:  T – Township                       R – Range S – Section 
 

NEPA STATUS: Identifies where we are in the NEPA process. Acronyms used are:  
NOI- Notice of Intent published in the Federal Register 

ANTICIPATED DECISION DATE: This is the best estimate of when the NEPA analysis will be completed. 
Sometimes we’re not able to meet the date for various reasons but the schedule will be validated and updated each 
time we send it out. 
YEAR ACTIVITY TO START ON THE GROUND: This is the best estimate of when ground disturbing 
activities would occur and/or contracts or permits would be offered. 
CONTACT PERSON: This is the person at the Ranger District or Forest to contact for further information 
regarding the project.  
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This map is intended to give
general locations for the NEPA
projects highlighted in the 
following pages of tables.

The map key number is
shown in each table.

More specific locations and 
information may be obtained 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with 
disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 
To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence 
Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call 202-720- 5964 (voice or TDD). USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. 
 
KOOTENAI NA
 1101 U.S. High
 Libby MT 5992
Go to www.fs.fed.us/r1/kootenai/ for the current and past issues of the 
Quarterly Schedule of Proposed Actions (SOPA) and for information on 
recreational opportunities, current events, publications, contracting, fire, 
forest resources, press releases and lots more.  

 
Check back regularly, as we continue to expand opportunities for  
public involvement on our website! 
TIONAL FOREST 
way 2 West 
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