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Firefighters Respond to New Lightning Fires
Central Oregon – Firefighters continue to work on multiple fires ignited by a lightning storm that moved through Klamath, Deschutes and Jefferson counties yesterday. Approximately 40 - 50 new wildfires were reported, with more reports expected today. While the majority of these new starts were quickly contained, three have grown into larger incidents. 
The Summit Springs Fire (Incident #792) is approximately 1,000 acres and is burning in ponderosa pine and bitterbrush approximately nine miles north of Sisters, Oregon. The fire is currently five percent contained and a State Incident Management Team (Team 3, Hirsch) from the Oregon Department of Forestry is expected to take over management of this fire today. 
A second wildfire is burning on the Crooked River National Grassland approximately 14 miles northeast of Sisters. Incident #758 is approximately 800 acres. 
A Type III Incident Management Team is responding to a pair of new fires burning two miles north of Crane Prairie Reservoir southwest of Bend. The Snow Creek Complex started yesterday afternoon after a thunderstorm passed through the area putting down numerous lighting strikes. The fires are approximately 250 acres and are burning in timber. At this time, the 4270 road is closed at the junctions with the 46 and 40 roads, and Cow Camp is closed; however, other campgrounds including the Crane Prairie Resort remain open. A Type II Incident Management Team is expected to take over management of this complex tomorrow morning.
Additional reports of multiple lighting-caused fires in the Sisters area, the Crane Prairie area, the Diamond Peak Wilderness area and other portions of the Cascades came into the dispatch center last night. Initial attack resources including smokejumpers, rappellers, and engines are on standby to respond to any news fires as quickly as possible. 
The Mt Washington Fire (#601, which is renamed from yesterday’s Dry Canyon Fire), burning within the Mt. Washington Wilderness, experienced no growth and remains at approximately 110 acres. Firefighters will continue to work to contain the fire burning in an area bounded by previously burned areas (Lake George Fire and G.W. Fire) and rock.  

Yesterday’s two small fires burning in the Three Sisters (#727) and Diamond Peak (#724) wildernesses remained quiet today. 

The North Pole Ridge Fire remains at 6,300 acres.  The fire, located 10 miles north of Clarno in the Lower John Day River, is still 80% contained.  Full containment on this incident is expected by 8/20/08.
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