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VITAL STATISTICS OF THE UNITED STATES, 1972 

VOLUME III-MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE 

A brief summary of the contents for each section is listed below for the con- 
venience of the reader. A complete table of contents is shown at the beginning of 
each section and is identified by a narrow black edge which can be located easily 
by farming the pages. Each section is paged independently, using the section 
number as the identifying prefix. 

Section 1. Marriages 

For the United States: 
National trend data. 
Marriage totals and rates for each State, division, and region. 
Marriage totals for each county or county equivalent. 
Monthly marriage totals for each State, division, and region. 

For the marriage-registration area: 
Marriages classified by major demographic characteristics of bride 
and groom and by characteristics of marriages performed in each 
participating State; marriage rates specific for sex, age, and 
previous marital status. 

Section 2. Divorces 

For the United States: 
National trend data. 
Divorce totals and rates for each State, division, and region. 
Divorce totals for each county or county equivalent. 
Trend of national totals of children involved in divorce. 

For the divorce-registration area: 
For each participating State, divorces classified by major 
demographic characteristics of husband and wife, characteristics of 
their marriage, and number of children. 

Section 3. Technical Appendix 

Historical and contemporary sources of marriage and divorce statistics, 
design of the samples of marriages and divorces and annulments, varia- 
bility of sample estimates, and uniformity and completeness of the 
reporting forms and the collected data. Tables of the population esti- 
mates used as bases for rates. 



Guide to tables in Section I-Marriages 

[Data are for marriages occurring in the United States. Data for geographic areas are by place of occurrence] 

TABLE: 1 

PAGE: 1 

Geographic area: 
Di~i~i~~*....----------------------------- 

Marriage-registration area---------------- 

Regions-----------------------------.--..- 

Registration States----------------------- 

*11 ~~~~es..~~-~~-~~------~----~~~~~~~~~~~ 

United States----------------------------- 

Years : 
1920-,22-------------------------------... 

~g~~-72-.........~..~~-~-~--~-----------~~ 
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1g63-72-...-...-----------------------.-.. 
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Type of entry: 
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Percent di*tribution-----------.....-..--- 

Characteristics: 
*ge at marriage---.....------------------- 

First and third quartiles----------------- 

Mean or median age or both---------------- 

Color or *~~~------..-..------------------ 

Marriage order: 
*ll ~~~~i~g~*--------.-.-----~~.~~~~~--- 
First ~~~~i~g~~-----------~~--------~~~~ 

~~~~~~i~g~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~--------~~. 

Month marriage was performed-------------- 
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Type of ceremony (civil or religious)----- 
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lTatal of 22 sele<ted States. 
%nited States only. 
JMarriage-registration area only. 
4With percent changes from preceding year. 
5With and without seasonal adjustments. 



Guide to tables in Section I-Marriages-Con. 

[Frequencies only. Data are for marriages occurring in the United States in 1972. Data for geographic areas am by place of 
OCC”+I~lXXl 

Geographic kw‘ea: 
Counties------.---..-- 

Marriage-registration 
aTea----‘------------ 

Registration States--- 

*11 States------------ 

Day of week marriage 
was performed-------- 

Marriage order: 
All marriages------- 

First marriages----- 

Remarriages--------- 

Month marriage was 
performed------------ 

Nativity status------- 

Number of the marriage 

Previous marital 
StatUS------------.-- 

Resident status------- 



Guide to tables in Section 2 -Divorces 

[Data are for divorces and annulments occurrim in the United States. Data for geographic areas ate by place of 

Type Of entry: 
Average number of children per decree------------------------- 

Number of annulments and percent of total divorces and 
~nu"~men~5....----..-....---;----------------------~--------- 

Number of children involved in divorces and annulments-------- 

Number of divorces and annulments----------------------------- 

Percent distribution of divorces and annulments--------------- 

Rates per 1,000 population..-..--------;---.---.---...-..---.-- 

Rates per 1,000 children under 18 years of age---------------- 

Rates per 1,000 married women 15 years of age and over-------- 

Characteristics: 
~~~~+~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~---------------~~~~~~~~~~~----.---------~- 

Duration of ~~**~~g~~~~~~------.......~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-------~- 

Median ag$ at time of decree and at time of marriage---------- 

Number af &ildren 

'With percent changes from preceding year. 
2Median duration. 



Guide to tables in Section 2- tkorces-Con. 

lFreauencies only. Data are for divorces and annulmenrs occurrim in the United States in 1972. Data fan geographic . . 
areas are by place Of occurrence] 

TABLE: 2 -11 -12 -13 -14 -15 

PAGE: 2 -10 -11 -12 -13 -14 

Geographic area: 
Caunries..----.-----.---..---...-----...--...--... 

Divorce-registration area---------------------------- 11 12 13 14 15 
Registration ~t~t~~------.---...--..--..---..---..--- 11 12 13 14 15 

All ~~~~~S~--.-~-.--~~--~~~-.~~---~~..~~~.~~...~~~...~ 

"nit& ~~~~~~--~~~--~~---~~---~----~..~-~-----.~~... 

Characteristics: 
*ge at time of decree.------------------------------- 

*ge at time of ~~~~i~g~...~-.--~---.~---~----~..--~~. 

Duration of aarriage---------------------------------- 

Month marriage performed-----...--..-...---..--...--. 

Number of children reported--..--..--..----.----.---- 

Number of this marriage at time of decree------------ 

place of marriage------------------------------------ 

Race------------------------------------------------- 



Guide to Tables in Section 3-Technical Appendix 

TABLE: 3 

PAGE: 3 

Central files of records established---------- 

Collection of data, 1867-1972.---------------- 

Growth of marriage- and divorce-registration 

Population data--------------.-.--.-.--------- 

States reporting selected iteas--------------- 

Data completeness: 
Comparison of items shown on State records 
with those shown on standard records, 1972- 

Percent of not stated events for specified 
characteristics, 1~~~-------..........----~ 

Sample specifications and estimates: 
Number of sample ‘T‘ecOTdS-------------------- 

Estimated number of events------------------ 

Smpling rates--------...-.-.-.------------- 

Sampling errors of estimates---------------- 

- - - 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 
D&a nc~t available-----...--..--------------- ___ 

Catego+y *ot applicable---------------------- . . . 

Quantity rer,g _____________________________ -_- - 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05.----- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of reliability 0~ precision-------------------------------- * 



Table Page 

l-l. Number of marriages and marriage rates with percent changes from preceding 
year: United States, 1920-72, and marriage-registration area, 1957-72 ------ l-5 

l-2. Marriage rates per 1,000 men andwomen 15 years of age and over: United States, 
1940-,2---------------------------------------------------------------- l-6 

1-3. Marriage rates per 1,000 unmarried women 15 years of age and over and 15-44 
years of age: United States, 1940-72 -------------------------------------- l-6 

l-4. Estimated number of marriages and marriage rates, by month, with and without 
seasonal adjustments: United States, 1963-72 ------------------------------ l-7 

l-5. Marriages and marriage rates: United States, each region, division, and State, 
1968-72---------------------------------------------------------------- 1-8 

l-6. Marriages by month: United States, marriage-registration area, each region, 
division, andstate, 1972 -------------- -___________ - _______-__ - -_-_______ 1-g 

l-7. Marriage rates by previous marital status and age of bride and groom: Marriage- 
registration area, 1972-------------------------------------------------- l-10 

l-8. Median age and first and third quartiles of age at marriage of bride and groom, 
by,previous marital status of each partner: Marriage-registration area, 1972 -- l-10 

l-9. Median and mean age of bride and groom at first marriage of both, by specified 
age of spouse: Marriage-registration area, 1972 --------------------------- l-11 

l-10. Percent distribution of marriages by previous marital status of bride and groom: 
Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1972 --------------- l-11 

l-11. Percent distribution of marriages by marriage order of bride and groom, by 
race: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1972 ---------- 1-12 

1-12. Percent distribution of marriages by month marriage performed, by marriage 
order and race of bride and groom: Marriage-registration area, 1972 -------- l-13 

1-13. Percent distribution of first marriages and remarriages by type of ceremony per- 
formed, by age of bride and groom: Marriage-registration area, 1972 -------- l-13 

1-14. Percent distribution of marriages by resident status of bride by resident status 
of groom in State where married: Marriage-registration area and each regis- 
tration state, 1972 ---_-- --------------------- - ---------------------- ---- l-14 

l-15. Percent distribution of first marriages and remarriages of bride andgroom, by 
type of ceremony performed: Marriage-registration area and each registration 
state, 1972 ------------------------------------------------------------ l-15 

l-l 



Table Page 

1-16. Percent distribution of marriages by age at marriage and median age of bride 
and groom, by marriage order: Total of 22 selected States, 1963-72---------- l-16 

1-17. Marriages by marriage order, age, and race of bride and groom: Marriage- 
registration area, 1972 __--_-__-______---__----------------------------- l-17 

l-18. Remarriages by previous marital status, age, and race of bride and groom: 
Marriage-registration area, 1972 ----_-- ------- ---- --------------- ---- --- l-17 

l-19. Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom: Each marriage- 
registration State, 1972 - __-____------ -------------- ----- ---------------- l-18 

l-20. Marriages by age of bride, by age of groom: Marriage-registration area, 1972--- l-21 

l-21. First marriages of both bride and groom, by age of bride, by age of groom: 
Marriage-registration area, 1972 ---__--- - --_---_ - _-----_ - ------- - ____--_ l-21 

l-22. Marriages by previous marital status and age of bride, by age of groom (all 
grooms and single grooms): Marriage-registration area, 1972 -------------- l-22 

l-23. Marriages by previous marital status and age of groom, by age of bride (all 
brides and single brides): Marriage-registration area, 1972 ---------------- l-23 

l-24. Marriages by age of widowed anddivorced brides, by age of widowed and divorced 
grooms: Marriage-registration area, 1972 -------------------------------- l-24 

l-25. Marriages by age of bride, by age of groom, by color: Marriage-registration 
area, 1972------------------------------------------------------------- l-24 

l-26. Marriages by previous marital status and race of bride and groom: Marriage- 
registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------------------------- 1-25 

‘\ 
l-27. Marriages by previous marital status of bride by previous marital status of 

groom, by race: Marriage-registration area, 1972 ------------------------- l-28 

l-28. Marriages by number of this marriage of bride and groom: Marriage-registra- 
tion area and each registration State, 1972 -------------------------------- l-29 

l-29. Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom, by month marriage 
performed: Marriage-registration area, 1972 ““““““““““““““““““““““““““““” l-30 

l-30. Marriages by marriage order and race of bride and groom, by month marriage 
performed: Marriage-registration area, 1972 ““““““““““““““““““““-“““““““” l-31 

1-31. Marriages by day of week marriage performed: Marriage-registration area and 
each r@&rafion State, 1972 _____ - _____--___-______------------ - ---_ ---_ l-32 

l-32. Marriages by resident status of bride by resident status of groom in State where 
married: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------- l-33 

l-33. Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom, by resident status of 
bride by resident status of groominState where married: Marriage-registration 
area, 1972------------------------------------------------------------- l-34 

l-34. Marriages by marriage order and age of bride and groom, by resident status in 
State where married: Marriage-registration area, 1972 -------------------- l-36 

l-2 
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l-35. Marriages by previous marital status of bride and groom, by resident status in 
State where married: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 
1972 --------------^-------------------------------------------------- l-37 

l-36. Marriages by marriage order of bride and groom, by nativity status in State where 
married: Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------- l-43 

l-37. Marriages by marriage order and nativity and resident status of bride and groom 
in State where married: Marriage-registration area, 1972 ------------------ l-46 

l-38. Marriages by nativity and resident status of bride and groom in State where mar- 
ried: Each marriage-registration State, 1972 ------------------------------ l-47 

l-39. Marriages by resident status of bride and groom in State where married; by type 
of ceremony performed: Marriage-registration area and each registration 
State, 1972 ________________________________________-------------------- l-52 

l-40. Marriages by age of bride and groom, by resident status in State where married 
and type of ceremony performed: Marriage-registration area, 1972 ---------- 1-55 

l-41. Marriages by previous marital status and age of bride and groom, by type of 
ceremony performed: Marriage-registration area, 1972 --------A----------- l-56 

l-42. Marriages by marriage order of bride and groom and type of ceremony performed: 
Marriage-registration area and each registration State, 1972 --------------- l-57 

l-43. Marriages by previous marital status of bride and groom, by resident status in 
State where married and type of ceremony performed: Marriage-registration 
area and each registration State, 1972 -----------------_------------------ l-60 

l-44. Marriages: United States, each State and county, 1972 ------------------------ l-70 

l-3 



Sampling Variability of the Marriage Statistics 

In the tables which present statistics based on data from probability samples of 
marriage records, small frequencies have high sampling variability, which limits 
their usefulness. The sampling errors are shown in table 3-6 in the Technical 
Appendix. It is suggested that any number smaller than those shown be inter- 
preted simply as %maU” rather than as any more precise value. The true number 
would very probably be within 60 percent of the figure shown below. Figures for 
States shown as “zero” indicate that all records were tabulated and thus data are 
not subject to sampling variability. 

Marriage-registration area . . . . . . . . . . 140 

Alabama.. .................................. 

Alaska ....................................... 
California .................................. 
Connecticut.. ............................. 
Delaware ................................... 
District 

of Columbia.. ......................... 
Florida ...................................... 
Georgia ...................................... 
Hawaii.. ..................................... 
Idaho.. ....................................... 
IUhOiS ....................................... 
Indiana.. ................................. . .. 
Iowa.. ........................................ 
Kansas.. ..................................... 
Kentucky .................................. 
Louisiana 

(including New Orleans). ........ 
Maine ........................................ 
Maryland.. ................................. 
Massachusetts ............................ 
Michigan .................................... 

100 
0 

225 
50 

0 

15 
0 

225 
15 
50 

225 
100 

50 
50 

100 

50 
15 

100 
100 
225 

Minnesota.. ................ :. .............. 

Mississippi ................................. 
Iv!issouri.. .. - ................................ 
Montana.. .................................. 
Nebraska ................................... 
New Hampshire.. ....................... 
New Jersey.. .............................. 
Neiv York 
NJinn;~~h~w York City). ... 

.......................... 
Ohio .......................................... 
Oregon ...................................... 
Pennsylvania ....... . ...................... 
Rhode Island.. ........................... 
South Carolina .......................... 
South Dakota.. .......................... 
Tennessee ........... . ...................... 
Utah.. ........................................ 
Vermont.. .................................. 
Virginia ..................................... 
West Virginia.. ........................... 
Wisconsin .................................. 
Wyoming.. ................................. 

100 
50 

100 
15 

4: 
100 

225 
100 
225 

2:: 
15 

100 
15 

100 
15 

0 
100 

50 
100 

0 

l-4 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-l. Number of Marriages and Marriage Rates With Percent Changes From Preceding Year: 

United States, 1920-72, and Marriage-Registration Area, 1957-72 

l-5 

ts.0 
+5.2 
+1.9 

+lt1.6 
+ll.B 

-1.4 

-5.9 
-9.6 
u1.2 
-1.5 
4.1 
+1.2 

40.3 
-3.7 

+B.P 
-2.6 
-8.7 

. 

+5.7 
+6.9 
to.4 
+3.2 

+=.I. 
+3.5 

+2.7 
+*.5 
+le.o 

+5.2 
t1.7 

+10.9 
t3.7 
+*.9 
-s.J 

. . . 

+3.0 
+*.I. 

*z.z 
tLY.7 
+2.3 

+z.b 
t2.1 
l S.8 
f3.9 

1.; 

-5.0 
. . . 



l-6 SECTION 1 

Table l-2. Marriage Rates Per 1,000 Men and Women 

15 Years of Age and Over: United States, 1940-72 
I 

MARRIAGES 

Table 1-3. Marriage Rates Per 1,000 Unmarried women 
15 Years of Age and Over and 15-44 Years of Age: 
United States, 1940-72 

-__ 

196,---------------------.-..---------------..------------------------ 

1956----------------...-----------...-----------..-------------------- 



SECTION 1 MARRIAGES 1-7 

Table 1-4. Estimated Number of Marriages and Marriage Rates, by Month, With and Without Seasonal Adjustments: 
United States, 1963-72 

Dee. 



l-8 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-5. Marriages and Marriage Rates: United States, Each Region, Division, and State, 1968-72 
[ma are counts Of marriages performed supplied by states except as noted. Figures differ from those shown in tables based on sample data. Rates are marrlwes EBT l.WO 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-9 

Table l-6. Marriages by Month: United States, Marriage-Registration Area, Each Region, Division, and State, 1972 

_---. 
Mnaatrcrmaetts------------------------------~ 
&c& ISJ.&l& ___-__-__-_____-_-______________ 
o-Et~nrt---------------------------------. 

En** llmth Cent 
* _____________________________________ -_. 
* ____-_____---___--_------------------. 
TUlnoia-----.-.-------.-----...-----...----. 

West llorth centml: 
~sota-----------------------------------. 



SECTION 1 

Table l-7. Marriage Rates by Previous Marital Status and Age 

MARRIAGES 

Table 1-8. Median Age and First and Third Quartiles of 

Age at Marriage of Bride and Groom, by Previous 

Marital Status of Each Partner: Marriage-Registration 

Area, 1972 



SECTION 1 MARRIAGES l-11 

Table 1-9. Median and Mean Age of Bride and Groom at First Marriage of Both, by Specified Age of Spouse: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

[Based on sample data] 

Table l-10. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration 
Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

bd an sample drrta; for frequencies, see table I-26. computed on totals excluding &gures *or previous marital status not zkltedl 

RehnLs maritnl status rd kdae P~VIOUS marital status Of grmm 

5.3 
3.6 
4.5 
6.2 

4.4 
3.2 
1.3 
5.8 

3.6 
6.3 
h.6 
5.3 

4.5 
5.0 
k.1 
5.0 

4.8 
5.5 
3.h 

5.0 
6.5 
4.8 

4.1 

1.7 
5.0 
.I.9 
2.9 

4.5 

4.5 
1.4 

4.1 
--- 
5.1 
5.2 
3.0 

4.7 
5.5 
4.3 
4.2 
5.7 

4.1 
5.1 
4.6 
3.1 

3.5 
4.6 
1.8 
2.8 

3.4 
___ 

4.0 
4.9 

5.8 

3.8 
3.7 
2.9 

1.9 
a.4 
4.0 
4.2 
4.6 



SECTION 1 ‘- MARRIAGES 1-12 

Table l-11. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Race: Marriage- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

bsed on sample data; for freqllencies, see table l-26. Com&zd or, bta,s exhdii figures for marriage order not shted., 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-13 

Table 1.12. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Month Marriage Performed, by Marriage Order and Race of 
Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

rthd on Bamtic dataz for fresuencies. see table 1-30. Fimes lx race exclude ata for caacornia. Marvland. Massachusetts, mckdgan, New York. and coda, Bee table 3-0, 

White ----_---. 
l&m ________. 
other races--- 

First asrriage-------------------------------- 
White --__----. 
Near0 _______.. 
0G.e rnce5--. 

Ronorriegee----------------------------------- 
Ahite-------. 
NW--- _____. 

Table l-13. Percent Dihibution of First Marriages and Remarriages by Type of Ceremony Performed, by Age of 

Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 



1-14 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-14. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Resident Status of Bride by Resjdent Status of Groom in State 

Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 
? l-32. Computed en tatal exct 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-15 

Table l-15. Percent Distribution of First Marriages and Remarriages of Bride and Groom, by Type of Ceremony 
Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 



1-16 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-16. Percent Distribution of Marriages by Age at Marriage and Median Age of Bride and Groom, by 

Marriage Order: Total of 22 Selected States, 1963-72 



SECTION 1 

Table 1-17. Marriages by Marriage Order, Age, and 
Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration 

MARRIAGES 1-17 

Table l-18. Remarriages by Previous Marital Status, Age, 
and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration 
Area, 1972 



l-l 8 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-19. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Each Marriage-Registration Stafe, 1972 

I , , I 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-19 

Table l-19. Mmiages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Each Marriage-Registration State, 1972-Con. 

- 
L 



l-20 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-19. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom: Each Marriage-Registration State, 1972-Con. 



l-2 1 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-20. Marriages by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 
[Eased on sample data] 

I 

Table 1-21. First Marriages of Both Bride and Groom, by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom: Marriage-Registration 

Area, 1972 
[Based on sample datd 



1-22 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-22. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Age of Bride, by Age of Groom (All Grooms and Single 
Grooms): Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

[Based on sample data. Figures for tidoraed ad divorced exclude data for Michigaa, Ohio, ad South Carolina; these data are included In previous rmrltat status not stated] 

&ze Of porn 

Rwiovs marital staeus ena age Of bride Total 
undvla 18-U a-2.4 25.29 50-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65 pes 

ye-3 Yews Years Yewx year.3 Years years yeyeoss and c”Icr 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-23. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Age of Groom, by Age of Bride (All Brides and Sinale 

wh,f.a& groan------------------------------ 

“nael. gs yeam ___-______-______________________ -_ 
25-a ~sre--~----------------------------------- 

8,956 



SECTION .1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-24. Marriages by Age of Widowed and Divorced Brides, by Age of Widowed and Divorced Grooms: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

w 35 -*------------------- 

35-M yearr------------------------ 

64 F~h-----------‘-------‘ 

55-a Fur--------------------- 

65 yees & ------------------- 

Table l-25. Marriages by Age of Bride, by Age of Groom, by Color: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

mite bride..---...---------------------- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-25 

Table l-26. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Race of Bride and Groom: Mamjage-Registration Area and 



1-26 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-26. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 
Each Registration State, 197%Con. 

~asea on sample daq 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-27 

Table l-26. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Race of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 
Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

r&.ased on sample datgl 



l-28 SUCTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-27. Marriages by Previous hhrital Status of Bride by Previous Marital Status of Groom, by Race: 

Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 
,&sed .,n Bam&c data. ~i~,,res by ram exclude dati Ior Caffforrda, Marylard, Wa.ssachusettts, Mich@n, New York, and Ohio. Them dafa are fncluded in race not afat& m,w 

table J-9, SectIon 3. Ffmrea for tidw,ed and dfvorced .x&de data for Idichi- Ohio. md South Camlfna: these data are fmzfuded in ~revfou~1 martal StafuB not stated] 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-29 

Table 1.28. Marriages by Number of This Marriage of Bride and Groom: Marriage-Registration Area and 
Each Registration State, 1972 

Dad on sample data] 

lht&.er Of air marriage Of bride 



l-30 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-29. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Month l&&age Performed: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-31 

Table l-30. Marriages by Marriage Order and Race of Bride and Groom, by Month Marriage Performed: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

RPmarrisges----.-------------------------.---.- 
White--.-------. 
Mao.-------.-- 
Dther Igces------- 
Pace not stated--- 

&ciage m.dernot st~~eb-------------------- 



1-32 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-31. Marriages by Day of Week Marriage Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration 

63,894 lo&5ls 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-33 

Table l-32. Marriages by Resident Status of Bride by Resident Status of Groom in State Where Married: Marriage- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

@a&led on aample aat4 



1-34 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-33. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status of Bride by Resident 
Status of Groom in State Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-35 

Table l-33. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Residenl Status of Bride by Resident 
Status of Groom in State Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972-&n. 

T 

I 



1-36 SECTiON 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-34. Marriages by Marriage Order and Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where 
Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

Basesea on sample de] 

DF----------------------- 

lF,ldv u Jnacj -___--_--_______--_ 
I.&19 yeQp$ _-_--_-______-____---. 
20-24 years--------.--------.---. 
2.5-29 yelv6---------------------. 

65 years an.3 nvel.---------------. 

- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-35. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State 

Where Married: Marriage-Reglstratlon Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

1-37 

11 
- 

1D DDE------------------------. 



1-38 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-35. Marriages by F’revious Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State 
Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

. 
. . 
. 

. 

First marr~Bes------------------ 
~~=r-------......-------.--- 

. 

. . 

. 

. 
M-=ed------------------------ 
w-cd CB- divorced not state*-- 

First marriage or remarriage 
not stBted----------------------- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-35. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and. Groom, by Resident Status in State 
Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

1-39 

672 

1,.%20 10 

II 

Fir& loarr~es------....-------- 
n~~=s---------------------- 

YId-d------------------------ 
lo 1,280 

UC 

: 
10 



l-40 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-35. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State 
Where Married: Marriage-Registrabon Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

-I 

aoRIIclln~ 
Bride------------------------- 

_ ph.* -lllggs------------------. _ Rye.----------------------- W~aoued-...-.-----------------. 

293 
210 .z 10 

First marriage or l.zamdqe 
not ststed----------------.....~ 

~~yo~~~--------~--~~~~~~~~~~~- 
“wmred ca dimeed not stat&.. 

mrst -rage or renMioge 
not stated---------------------~ 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-35. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom. by Resident Status in State 
Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

1-41 

T n 

lij.vOrce* --------_-___---____---- 
Wiamed or dLvn.ced. not dated-- 

Bird6 8Jnrh.p .z lwiDcuT-e 
not statB~---------------------- 

Di~ce*------------------..---- 
wdmaa m a.vQrcacl not stated-- 

PiE?c nE.Tr* or zpmarrisga 
not ata~ca----------------------- 

wi&..,&i __--__-_--___---____----- 
m-tea _____-______---__---____ 
wiamea or lawrae* not stated.-- 

Wit---.-----..-------------- 
Dino‘ce*-------------.-----.---- 
wiaowed op divoroea not stated-- 

m.ret mudage or lemnrriage 
M$ itated--------------------.-- 

F*atj -Iages __________________ 
sman?ioges _-_--_-------_-_------- 

U,da~..------..--------------. 



1-42 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table I-35. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State 
Where Married: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972~Con. 

Di-ed----.-----------------~ 
*idDwe* or de,TcCd not stated-. 

First marriage or r-isse 
not =tated----------------------- 



SECTION 1 . MARRIAGES 1-43 

Table l-36. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 

Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

Piret marriages ----_-----___.--__ 
It-~a---------------------- 
Mrvrioee order not etatea?----- 

DmrimT QF CoLlMBll 

First Inarrioees------------------ 
Rwaniogea---------------.------- 
hlnm*e order not otate.%------- 

mrllt -l~gBB--“--------...--- 
R-rio9ea---------.------------- 
Mnrriagc order not stated-------- 

.- 

.- 

._ 

._ 

. . .- 

.- 

.- 
. 

. 

. 5,126 

. 5,388 
. 1,128 
. . 

. 5,274 

.., 

. 

. 



1-44 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-36. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

Exrst loarriegea--...--------...-. 
R~-~B--------------------- 
krriage m&r not statea-------- 

20 Ej.cat marrueea----...---------. 
- Aemarr~*-------------------- 
- II Ma.nmge order not stated------- 

All 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-4 5 

Table l-36. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

scum CAR- 

Br*dc----.------------------. 

Fir& marrisees------------------ 
~isges---------------------. 
rrarriege order ML ststea-------- 

Fh.& narr~8ca------------------ 
-iages _-___________-________ 
Marrisge ora??? not stated------- 



1-4 6 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-36. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom, by Nativity Status in State Where Married: 

Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

Table l-37. Marriages by Marriage Order and Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where 
Married: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

I I- 

543 
32 

. . . 

. . . 

441 

. . 
El. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-38. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: 

Each Marriage-Registration State, 1972 

l-47 

MASKA I II 
. . 
. . 
. 

. . . 
. 

___ ___ 
___ --_ 
--- -_- 

--- ___ 

634 

3,230 32 

219 

11 
FLoRmR 

I”,’ Bride----------------.----- . 
. 

-rA 
Dride------------------------ I 

AI 
Groao----------------------- 



1-48 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-38. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status. of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: 
Each Marriage-Registration State, 1972-Con. 

. 

I 

., 

., 

., 

., 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-38. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: 
Each Marriage-Registration State, 1972~Con. 

1-49 

ii 

l4EwAsyd 

Bride-------...------------. 

born---------------------------. 
Nate of birth Rot atatea---------- 

!mwsm!A 

b----------------------------. 
State oc birth not stated---------- 

bo*--------------------------. 
Stata M birth not stated---------- 

NI3SOTlFJ 



l-50 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-38. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: 
Each Marriage-Registration State, 1972~Con. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 
. 

i 
M 

. . 

. . 

61 

1, 
El 
. 

. 

Ia 

m 

. . 

. . 

m 

1: 
& 

. . 

.- 

ul 

4! 
Ed 

. . 

. . 

L.x 

16( 

.., 

.., 
2( 

L,ZC 
10 

5,lza 
- 



SECTION 1 . MARRIAGES 

Table l-38. Marriages by Nativity and Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married: 

zoll ~lde--.---...---..---...--. 

1-51 

-01 5701 . . . 



1-52 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-39. Marriages by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married; by Type of Ceremony 
Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

T T 



SECTION 1 . MARRIAGES 1-53 

Table I-39. Marria,ges by Resident Status of Bride and Groom in State Where Married; by Type of Ceremony 
Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State! 1972-Con. 



l-54 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-39. Marriages by Resident Status of ‘Bride and Groom in State Where Married; by Type of Ceremony 

Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-55 

Table l-40. Marriages by Age of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married and Type of 
Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

35.44 ;rears ---__---__--------- _. 
45-s* yelrro-------.------------- 
55-B* yeara------------------.-. 
es years and owl.-------------- 



1-56 SECTION k - MARRIAGES 

Table l-41. Marriages by Previous Marital Status and Age of Bride and Groom, by Type of Ceremony Peformed: 
Marriage-Registration Area, 1972 

AI&- 

Blat-.....-.------.-.-.---------- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-57 

Table 1-42. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 



I-58 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table I-42. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972~Con. 

- 

i 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-59 

Table 1-42. Marriages by Marriage Order of Bride and Groom and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage- 

T 

Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 
[Bawd 0” sample aatg 

n 



l-60 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State. 1972 

[Based OR sample data] 

nesi&ne status in state where mrrie.5 end type oi CeTemcmy 

. . . 

. 

. 

. . 

. . 

. 

. . 



SECTION 1 . MARRIAGES l-61 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

P 

P 

2 

PO.&31 

nEmarrispeo-: _____ _ _________.________ _____ -___--___-- ____. 
~~-~----------------.----.---..---..--...---..---.--~ 

20 

Diwrc.*-----------------------------------------------~ 
“$&#a a* &mzed n& stated;-------------------------. 

Pile m@.nage m r-~e not stated-------------------- 

w-%-m3 OP dinuxcdnot state*--------------------------. 
First morr1age or rfmorelBge not stated-------------------. 



1-62 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Sfatus in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

2,om 1,m - 1,342 4,860 . . 226 601 676 1,072 . ::: x.2 44 
SE i: . . . M 98 . . . . 170 34 . . . _... . . . 

P,Ol2 L,rL 
1,344 4,sx . . . 668 LJOP . . . ::: z E 

2 z . . . . 26 a . . . . zw 45 . . . . . . . . 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 1-63 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

D~Mrned---------.----.-------------------------------- 
“i&w& or timeed not htate*--------------------------- 

Firat PLBrrTI~B or remarrisge not stated-------------------- 

mat marriages __--_---------______------.----.-.---.-----. 
Rdea ________-__-_____-______________________-------- 

II*~ced-----------------------------------------~------- 
Hiam& m. diwoe* & ~~~~e~~---~~--~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~~~- 

mrst mamj.age o* I.emcriage 1)c.t St&s& .--..------------__. 

Bee lootnotes at end op table. 



1-64 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-65 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State. 1972-Con. 

Dhorce& ------________-_-_-_____________________--------. 
Widared m ~wrc* not *tated---...-----....------------ 

Firat m.¶n!rsge ax l,Qma.ciage mt h*tca ____...._______..._. 

MLSSOtPJ 

Yiauded 02 dlwcaa IlOb e&,a*--- ---- --- ---____------_. 
First mariage m rwarringe not StBteb------------------. 

?4mmsm 



1-66 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

--- 

_-- 
--- 
_-- 
-__ 
___ 
_.- 

_-- 

--- 

3 

--- 
_-- 
_-- 
___ 

115 120 

125 1w 
sa 

4zJ 
,” 
10 

_-- , .._ , ___ , ___ 
73,ylc 
25,120 

_--I I I _-- _-_ --- _.. 1 _-. _-_ __- -- _-- _-- 
--- __- _-_ -__ ___ ___ -_- --_ ___ --- .__ ___ 4-k ___ ___ ___ _-_ ___ ___ ___ ___ __- --- --- __- __- 

-__ 
--_ 
__- 
--_ 
-_- -- __- -__ 

I I 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-67 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony P&ormed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Regisiration State, 1972-Con. 

Divco~ed-----------------------------------------------~ 
Hidwd or divorcea not m~~ea-------------------------~ 

Piret marr* or reman$e not St&a ---------__-----__-. 

Scum cmoma+ 



l-68 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table 1-43. Marriages by F'revious Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Sfatus in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

Di”orced-.-----..-----.------..----..-------.-------- 
widovea or diwrced not *tBted------------------------ 

First marriage or r--e not stat;ed------------. 

WEST VmGItm 

WidoKed or dlvmeed “at stated------------------------- 
Fir&. -isge or lxmuz-r* not st.&ea ._____.._________. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES l-69 

Table l-43. Marriages by Previous Marital Status of Bride and Groom, by Resident Status in State Where Married 
and Type of Ceremony Performed: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

I 

____. 

_..__ 

_____ 

___-- 

__-__ 

____- 

_____ 

___-. 

_.___ 

_____ 

----- 

_____ 

--__. 

_____ 

--___ 

_._-_ 

--___ 

_____ 

---__ 

_____ 

_-___ 

__-_- 

_____ 

--_-_ 

- 
T 



SECTION I- MARRIAGES 

Area 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972 
[Dab are c.mr.tn of rnuriaaes performed supplied by States except as nated] 

-iageS Ares Marriage* Ares 

unika Stste~---------------------- 1 2,,,,11 ““-- __-__-_______________________I .&aB 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

Conoectinrt---.----------------------- L 

(i&b& ___________________________________ 

~~odra-------------------------------------- 

Manatee _____________-_----------------..-- -- 
hlarirn------------------------------------- 
-in-------------.------------------------ 
Mcmroe-------------------------------------- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-C&. 
[Data me eolvlts of marriages ~erbrmed supplied by States except as noted] 

krrisges Area M@XZ-isgea Arelr 

‘ii II 
rnana--- _..________________-________) 61,26211 Iowa---------------------------------- ) ZS,KJ~ 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

shclby------------------------.------.------ 
sinor------------------------------...----- 

Cheyenne----------------------------...----- 

olark--------------------------------.------ 

AI ~~------------------------------ 
J5,423,, “IIloQm-- _______ _______ -.- .______ -.-.- ._.__ - 

bin-------------------------------------- 



1-74 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

Iaude-~-----.---------------------.------ -abbe----------------------.------.------ 
Leake--------------------------------------- I 

Bimp.~.------------------------------------- 
*th _-_____-_-___-_-____----------------- - I 



l-76 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 197$Con. 

266 ~~------------------------------------- 
45 ~~~------------------------------------. 

141 leak--.------------.---------------------- 
a* -~---------------...------------------ 

29 hs ~a----------..-..------------~~~--~- 
7* --------------.-.------------------------ 

816 ~.-.--.------------------------------ 
128 ~~~.-------~---.-----------------.-------- 
se.5 otero-------------------------------------- 
135 Q,&------- --________..___________________ 

51 RiO~i~B--------------------------------- 
35 A~Seuelt-------------...------------------- 

8 sandousil--------...---------~~----------~~~ 
44 sea J-2-------.---------.----------------- 
56 Sao~~---------------------------------- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-4.4. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

&tier ______________ _ ___--______- _-_______- 
p~~~~---------------------------------- 
&,, ______---__-__._------..--------.----- 

hnnoyrMnia---------.--.-----------.-.---.. 

MeU __________________________ - __________ 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

~-----...----------.-------------------- 

ylslheur--..-------------------- 

Marion.--.---------------------------..---- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

1-79 

*- -___-___-----_____-_------------- 



l-80 SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Can, 

T----.---------------------------------- 
~oc~cm------------------------------- 
Titus-------------------------------------- 
Tmn Green---------------------------------- 

477 ~-..-.-------.------------------------- 
5!m Yap---------------.---------------------- 

II 5m c.nmtynot stated--------------------------- 



SECTION 1 - MARRIAGES 

Table l-44. Marriages: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

1-8 1 

..__-. 
MC~Br------------------------------------- 
Miner* ________-----__-___--------.......--. 
uine~--------------------------------------- 

wwe _______________ -_-- ___________ ---.-.--_ 

Webeter--------------------.---------------. 

wymdhs _---_--____________-----------------. 
cwty “0% etated.-------------------------. 



Sectio92 2. Divorces 
Table 

2-l. 

2-2. 

2-3. 

2-4. 

2-5. 

2-6. 

2-7. 

2-8. 

2-9. 

2-10. 

2-n. 

2-12. 

2-13. 

2-14. 

2-15. 

2-16. 

Estimated number of divorces and annulments and rates, with percent changes 
from preceding year: United States, 1920-72 ---------______--------------- 

Divorces and annulments and rates: United States, each region, division, and 
State, 1967-72 --------------------------------------------------------- 

Reported annulments: United States and each State, 1967-72 ------------------- 

Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by duration of marriage at time 
of decree: Divorce-registration area and each registration State 1972 -------- 

Median ages of divorced husband and wife at time of decree and at time of 
marriage: Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------- 

Median duration of marriage prior to divorce or annulment: Divorce-registration 
area and each registration State, 1972 ------------------------------------ 

Divorces and annulments by color of husband, by color of wife: Divorce- 
registrationarea, 1972 ----------_-_------------------------------------ 

Estimated number of children involved in divorces and annulments: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------------------------- 

Estimatednumber of children involved in divorces and annulments: United States, 
1953-72 --------------------------------------------------------------- 

Percent distribution of divorces and annulments by number of children reported: 
Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1972 ----------------- 

Divorces and annulments by place where marriage was performed: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------------------------- 

Divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at time of decree: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------------------------- 

Divorces and annulments by age of husband and wife at marriage: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1972 ------------------------- 

Divorces and annulments by race of husband and wife: Divorce-registration area 
and each registration State, lg’j’2- ---- ------------------------------------ 

Divorces and annulments by number of this marriage of husband and wife: 
Divorce-registration area and each registration State, 1972 ----------------- 

Divorces and annulments by duration of marriage at time of decree: Divorce- 
registration area and each registration State, 1972-------------------------- 

Page 

2-5 

2-6 

2-7 

2-8 

2-8 

2-8 

2-9 

2-9 

2-9 

2-9 

Z-10 

2-11 

2-12 

2-13 

2-14 

2-15 

2-1 



Table Page 

2-1’7. Divorces and annulments by number of children reported: Divorce-registration 
area and ea& registration State, 1972 --_______________ -__- _______________ 2-15 

2-18. Divorces and annulments by duration of marriage and number of children 
reported at time of decree: Divorce-registration area and each registration 
State, 19,2------------------------------------------------------------- Z-16 

2-19. Divorces and annulments by month marriage performed: Divorce-registration 
wea and ea& regis&&ion State, 1972 ------------------------------------ 2-18 

2-20. Divorces and annulments: United States, each State and county, 1972 ----------- 2-19 
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Sampling Variability of the Divorce Statistics 

In the tables which present statistics based on data from probability samples of 
divorce records, small frequencies have high sampling variability, which limits 
their usefulness. The sampling errors are shown in table S-8 in the Technical 
Appendix. It is suggested that any number smaller than those shown below be 
interpreted simply as “small” rather than as any more precise value. The true 
number would very probably be within 60 percent of the figure shown below. 
Figures for States shown-as “zero” indicate that all records were tabulated and 
thus data are not subject to sampling variability. 

Divorce-registration 
area ........................................ 

Alabama.. ................................... 
Alaska ........................................ 
California ................................... 
Connecticut.. .............................. 
Georgia.. ..................................... 
Hawaii ........................................ 
Idaho.. ........................................ 
Illinois ........................................ 
Iowa.. ......................................... 
Kansas ........................................ 
Kentucky ................................... 
Maryland.. .................................. 
Michigan.. ................................... 

7.5 

100 
0 

100 
15 
50 

0 
15 

100 
15 
15 
50 
50 

100 

Missouri.. .................................... 
Montana ..................................... 
Nebraska .................................... 
New York.. ................................. 
Ohio ........................................... 
Oregon ....................................... 
Pennsylvania.. ............................. 
Rhode Island.. ............................ 
South Carolina ........................... 
South Dakota.. ........................... 
Tennessee ................................... 
Utah.. ......................................... 
Vermont.. ................................... 
Virginia ...................................... 
Wisconsin ................................... 
Wyoming .................................... 

50 
0 

15 
100 
100 

50 
100 

0 
15 

0 
50 
15 

0 
50 
15 

0 



SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 2-5 

Table 2-1. Estimated Number of Divorces and Annulments and Rates, With Percent Changes From Preceding Year: 

United States, 1920.72 

R 

1 

/ 

I 

I 

I 



2-6 SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 

Table 2-2. Divorces and Annulments and Rates: United States, Each Region, Division, and State, 1967-72 



SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 

Table 2-3. Reported Annulments: United States and Each State, 1967-72 

2-7 

Area 

““itcd Statea--.......----...--.---------- 



2-S SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 

Table 2-4. Percent Distribution of Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriaqe at Time of Decree: Divorce 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

Table 2-5. Median Ages of Divorced Husband and Wife 
at Time of Decree and at Time of Marriage: Divorce- 

Table 2-6. Median Duration of Marriage Prior to Divorce 

or Annulment: Divorce-Registration Area and F&h 
tration State, 1972 Registration Area and Each Reg 

lBaaed on sample data 

8.8 
6.3 
5.7 
8.5 



SECTION 2 

Table 2-7. Divorces and Annulments by Color of Husband, 
by Color of Wife: Divorce-Registration Area, 1972 

[s.wd on sample data. Figures Ior Michigan 2nd Oh10 are Ineluded in color not 
stated; these states did not require reporting of color] 

DIVORCES 2-9 

Table 2-9. Estimated Number of Children Involved in 
Divorces and Annulments: United States, 1953-72 

[For 1980-72, estimated from frequencies based 0” samp,e; fc.or earlier years, 
estimated from total cmnts] 

n 

Table 2-8. Estimated Number of Children Involved in 
Divorces and Annulments: Divorce-Registration Area 
and Each Registration State, 1972 

Table 2-10. Percent Distribution of Divorces and Armul- 
ments by Number of Children Reported: Divorce.Reg- 

istration Acea and Each Registration State, 1972 
[Based an sample data; *or frequencies. see table 2-17. Refers to children under 18 

d 
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Table 2-11. Divorces and Annulments by Place Where Marriage Was Performed: Divorce-Registration Area and 
Each Registration State, 1972 
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Table 2-12. Divorces and Annulments by Age of Husband and Wife at Time of Decree: Divorce-Registration 
Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

based on sample data] 

“C-t __________---_-------- ----- 
“dumb----------------------... Wiscrmein _______ _ ______________... 
We------------------.-------- 

‘Exchaee lvayne cmty. 
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Table 2-13. Divorces and Annulments by Age of Husband and Wife at Marriage: Divorce-Registration Area and 

Each Registration State, i972 

~------------.--.-.------------------- 
Illinois-------..------------------------- 
~--------...----------------------------- 
-as-------------------------------------- 

mu& I~------------------------------ 
Snrth caroLiaa----------------------------- 
south Dakata------------------------------- 
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Table 2-14. Divorces and Annulments by Race of Husband and Wife: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 
Registration State, 1972 
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Table 2-15. Divorces and Annulments by Number of This Marriage of Husband and Wife: Divorce-Registration 

Area and Each Registration State, 1972 
pasea an sample &at;3 

msBa.nd-tier of ls25.S marriage at ‘Mme cb decree “ife--mnmer 0%” air mrvrioge at time oi aeeree 

II 
m 
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Table 2-16. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage at Time of Decree: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 

Registration State, 1972 
[eased on aample data, 

4 

y-~~--------------.----------...- 
virsinia--------..----.-----..---... 
Wiscons~ __--__-----_----_---------- 
wyonins ______________ _____ - _____ --_ 

‘aaldea wwme CountY. 
L 

Table 2-17. Divorces and Annulments by Number of Children Reported: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 

Registration State, 1972 

Area 
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Table 2-18. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of Children Reported at Time of Decree: 
Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

@asea on sample data. Refers to ChUdrell under 18 gears of agel 

All mmBerof-zreported All maaof- -a 
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Table 2-18. Divorces and Annulments by Duration of Marriage and Number of Children Reported at Time of Decree: 

Divorce-Registration Area aqd Each Registration State, 1972-Con. 

llr,aer I ymu. ---___---_____--__ 
I.4 ycoIpII-----------------.--- 
3-4 ycssB--------------------- 
s-9 yeQcB--------------------- 
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Table 2-19. Divorces and Annulments by Month Marriage Performed: Divorce-Registration Area and Each 

- 

Registration State, 1972 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972 

“r&ed St.teal--------------------- 

Als~ama----------------------------- 

aonto clue-------------------------------. 
yavnpai-----------------------...------..-- 
y-------~-----------------------------~~ 

see eootnc.tes at ena o* te.bk 

,g (I ie?--- _-_______-___________________ _____--_____________---------------- Bent--------------------------------------- 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con, 

5 OEcmpe--------.------.--..---------------- 
50 

II 
a@etaorpe _______ -- ._________ - _____________ 
paolding------------.----------------------- 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

49 1,z27 white------------.------.------------------. 
277 II whit&y __..._____________________________ -. 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

“~shine;ton--------------------------------- 

Wayne------------------------------------ 

“elr*er------------------------------------ 

Anderson- _________ - ______ --- _____ --_--__-_ 
~~c~son-~..~~~~~--~.~~~~---~~~~-.-~~~~~~~. 
Barber----....------..-------.--------..~~ 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

-- 
WIC __________________________ ----- _____ 

“airm------------------------------------.. 

- ______________-_---- - _______-_------. 
~o-io& ___________-_-_-_-___________ --- 
*s*mp*tm ____________________------------. 

1,214 1,ooo ~~-~~~~~~~~~.~-~-------------~~~~~~~~~ 
II 

1,871 *nolar---..-...-------------------------.... 
1.115 Becher----------------------------------... 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-&n. 

3,m 
a, 

153 II 

Be*wrhead--.-..-------------------------- Zd 46 Big Bmn--------------------------.--.---. 5.9 Biaine--------------..--------------~~-~-- 76 12 Broadvater--------------------------------- r 2 45 carbon----------------------------------~-. 36 



SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 

Table Z-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States. Each State and County, 1972-&n. 

Area 

l4cm~--con. 

darter -_------__-------_------------------- 
Cascade----------------------------------.. 
-flu----------------------------------- 

2-2.5 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

chatham------------------------------------ 

Quokee----------------------------------- 



SECTION 2 - DIVORCES 2-27 

Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and 
[Dataare eoun+B cd decrees ;ranteds"nol*edb~ states exceat as noted1 

L 

I 

, 
1 
, 

1972-Con. 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

g p&em-I ________ - ________________________ 
dnre- _.______________--_______________ 

liti 
45 burn--..-------------.------------------- 

II 12 De witt-----------------~------.---------~. 
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Table Z-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

.-.... 

Matag~da-----------.----------------.----- 
Ma~ick----------------------------------- 

__- 

,” II 
v~~iaise----------------------------- 
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Table 2-20. Divorces and Annulments: United States, Each State and County, 1972-Con. 

6,no 

----I 

“ISEOMiil-COlL 
&& Fmert----------------------------------~- 

173) ~---------.----------.-----~---------~~~ 
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SOURCES OF DATA 

Marriage and divorce statistics currently are based 
on information from three sources: (1) Complete 
counts of events obtained from all States, (2) samples 
of marriage and divorce certificates from States 
meeting certain reporting criteria, and (3) preceded 
machine-readable data for all marriages occurring in 
Florida. 

State and local officials annually provide com- 
plete counts of marriages and divorces by county of 
occurrence and marriages by month of occurrence. 
From these counts, marriage and divorce totals are 
derived and rates are computed for each State, 
geographic division, region, and the United States. 
For marriages a total is also derived for the 
marriage-registration area (MRA). 

In general, sample records are selected from 
microfilm copies of the original certificates received 
from the registration offices of States and areas 
comprising the marriage-registration area, except for 
Florida, and the divorce-registration area (DRA). The 
statistical information on these records, including 
data on the characteristics of marriages and divorces 
and the persons involved in them, is edited, classified, 
transferred to tape for computer processing, and 
tabulated in the National Center for Health Statistics 
(NCHS). There is one exception to this procedure. 
For 1972 data Florida began submitting preceded 
machine-readable marriage data to NCHS through the 
Federal-State-Local Cooperative Health Statistics 
System for all marriages occurring in the State. The 
marriage totais for the MRA and each State derived 
from sample data differ slightly from those obtained 
from the complete count described above. The two 
published divorce totals for each State in the DRA 
also vary slightly. Only one total for the DRA, based 
on sample data, is published. 

Marriage and divorce statistics for the United 
States and for the registration areas are limited to 
events occurring during the year and registered within 
the specified area. Tabulations for States and other 
areas are by place of occurrence and include events 
occurring to nonresidents. Marriages or divorces of 
members of the Armed Forces or other U.S. nationals 
that occur outside the United States are excluded. 
United States refers to the 50 States and the District 
of Columbia. Alaska has been included in the U.S. 
tabulations since 1959 and Hawaii, since 1960. 

Sources of marriage and divorce data since 1867 
are shown in table 3-1; a description of these sources 

can be found in Section 7, Volume III, Ir;taE Statistics 
ofthe United States, 1960. 

Registration areas 
Registration areas for the collection of marriage 

and divorce statistics were established in 1957 and 
1958, respectively. The registration areas include 
States with adequate programs for collecting marriage 
and divorce statistics. Criteria for participation in the 
registration areas are 

1. A central file of marriage or divorce records. 
2. A statistical report form conforming closeIy in 

content to the Standard Certificate of Marriage 
(figure 3-l) or Standard Certificate of Absolute 
Divorce or Annulment (figure 3-Z). 

3. Regular reporting to the State office by all local 
areas in which marriages or divorces are recorded. 

4. Tests for completeness and accuracy of marriage 
or divorce registration carried out in cooperation 
with NCHS . 

In 1972 the MRA (figure 3-3) was comprised of 
41 States, the District of Col~bia, Puerto Rico, and 
the Virgin islands. The DRA (figure 3-4) included 29 
States and the Virgin Islands. Table 3-2 shows when 
States and independent registration areas established 
central files and when they began participating in the 
MRA and DRA. 

In the statistical tabulations in this volume 
marriage-registration area refers only to the 41 States 
and the District of Columbia and divorce-registration 
area refers to the 29 States. Marriages in the MR.4 
accounted for 81 percent of all marriages in the 
United States in 1972 and divorces in the DRA 
accounted for 59 percent of all divorces. Data for 
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands were not proc- 
essed for 1972. 

Standard certificates 

The Standard CeStificate of Marriage (fiere 3-1) 
and the Standard Certificate of Absolute Divorce or 
Annulment (figure 3-2), issued by the Public Health 
Service, serve as the principal means of getting 
comparable data from documents used to collect 
information on marriages and divorces in the United 
States. These model reporting forms, prepared in 
close collaboration with the Public Health Conference 
on Records and Statistics, were first recommended to 
the States in 1954 for adoption January 1,1955, and 
stood without revision through 1967. 

3-3 
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FIGURE 1 

Revised standard certificates were recommended 
to the States for use beginning January 1,1968. New 
items added to the marriage certificate were educa- 
tion of bride and groom, date last marriage ended if 
previously married, and identification of the officiant 
as religious or civil. New items added to the divorce 
certificate were approximate date cquple separated, 
education of husband and wife, name of attorney for 
plaintiff, number of previous marriages ended by 
death or by divorce or annulment, and total number 
of living children. The items “usual occupation” and 
“kind of business or industry” were dropped from 
the marriage and divorce standard records. 

Each State and independent registration area 
determines the form and content of its vital records. 
ConsequentIy the records vary in certain details. 
Although modified in each State as required by 
particular needs or by special provisions of the State 
vital statistics law, the marriage and divorce certifi- 
cates of most States in the MRA and DRA conform 
closely to the standard certificates. 

Table 3-3 Iists items on the Standard Certificate 
of Marriage and shows which States had the items on 
their forms in 1972. Table 3-4 shows the same 
information for the Standard Certificate of Absolute 
Divorce or Annulment. 
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FIGURE 2 

Nationwide counts 

In 1972 the total counts of marriages by State 
Total counts of marriages performed were re- 

and county were furnished from central files of 
quested from each registration official. However, 
seven counties in Arizona and five counties in New 

marriage records for the 47 States maintaining them Mexico reported the number of marriages licenses 
and for the District of Columbia. Counts for the five issued. Registration officials reported marriages per- 
boroughs of the city of New York and for New formed for the other 48 States and the District of 
Orleans were supplied by the registration officials of Columbia. The number of marriage licenses issued is 
Manhattan and New Orleans, respectively. In the usually 1 or 2 percent greater than the number of 
areas without central files the counts were obtained marriages performed. (See page 2-1, Section 2, 
from surveys conducted by State officials and by Volume I, Vital Statistics of the United States, 1959.) 
NCHS. State officials reported for Arizona and Total counts of divorces and annulments by State 
Oklahoma. NCHS obtained county totals directly and county were furnished from central files of the 
from county officials in New Mexico. 46 States maintaining them and from the District of 
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FIGURE 3 

MARRIAGE-REGISTRATION AREA STATUS-1972 

Columbia. (Although Louisiana maintains central 
files, counts for some parishes of Louisiana were 
obtained by NCHS directly from local officials.) For 
three of the four States without central files of 
divorce records-Arizona, New Mexico, and Okla- 
homa-state officials conducted special surveys to 
obtain county totals. NCHS obtained county totals 
directly from local officials in Indiana. 

Divorces and annulments were not reported for 
one county or more in the following States: Indiana 
(14), Louisiana (2), New Mexico (4), Texas (ll), and 
Washington (1). 

The national total of divorces and annulments 
includes estimates for the 14 counties of Indiana and 
the four counties of New Mexico that did not report. 
The estimates prepared by NCHS assume that the rate 

- 

in nonreporting areas of the State was the same as 
that observed for the reporting areas. 

Characteristics of marriages and divorces 

Each year statistical information on character- 
istics of marriages and divorces is provided by the 
States participating in the registration areas. 

The items processed for marriages in the MRA in 
1972 and shown in this volume were State of 
marriage, month and day of week of marriage, and 
the following items relating to characteristics of bride 
and groom: State of birth, date of birth or age, 
residence status, race, number of this marriage, type 
of ceremony, and previous marital status. 

For divorces in 1972 the items processed and 
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FIGURE 4 

DIVORCE-REGISTRATION AREA STATUS-1972 

shown in this volume were State of divorce, number 
of children, month and year of marriage (from which 
duration of marriage is obtained), place of marriage, 
and the following items relating to husband and wife: 
Date of birth or age, race, and number of this 
marriage. 

Certain items on the standard certificates of 
marriage and divorce added after the 1968 revision 
were processed for 1972 but the tabulations were not 
included in this volume. For marriages the new items 
were date last marriage ended and education of the 
bride and groom. For divorces the new items on the 
certificate were total number of living children, 
approximate date couple separated, number of 
previous marriages ended by death, divorce or 
annulment, and education of husband and wife. 
Approximate date couple separated is used to 

compute duration of marriage to separation and 
duration of separation to divorce. Tables using these 
data will be added to the annual volume when a 
sufficient number of the States in the registration 
areas have adopted an item and report it with a level 
of completeness that permits publication of the data 
for a group of States. 

Most of the items tabulated for marriages in 1972 
were on the certificates of nearly all the States in the 
MRA. Items on age at marriage or date of birth and 
State of residence were included by every State, and 
were well reported. 

Information about previous marriages of the bride 
and groom is obtained from two items: Number of 
this marriage and previous marital status. For the 
District of Columbia and the 36 States that requested 
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both items on their marriage certificates, first 
marriages and remarriages could be identified if either 
item was stated. Idaho, Maryland, and Oregon 
requested only the item on previous marital status. 
For these States the number of not stated cases for 
the missing item (number of this marriage) was 
reduced by the number of cases assumed to be first 
marriages because previous marital status was stated 
as single. Michigan and Ohio requested only “number 
of times previously married.” Not stated cases for the 
missing item (previous marital status) were reduced 
by the number of persons assumed to be single 
because they had been previously married “0” times. 

Race is poorly reported on marriage certificates. 
For 1972 the item appears on the forms of all States 
except California, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
New York, and Ohio. Overall, race or color of the 
bride and groom was not stated on about 639,000, or 
35 percent, of the l,S48,928 marriage certificates. 

Some of the items that appear on the divorce 
certificate were not coded and tabulated in 1972: 
Residence of husband, residence of wife, State of 
marriage, plaintiff, person to whom decree was 
granted, and legal grounds for decree. 

Tables 3-3, 3-4, 3-9, and 3-10 show which items 
appear on the records of the registration States and 
how well they are reported by each State. 

Marriages and marriage rates with seasor& 
adjustments 

For all years appearing in table 1-4 the number of 
marriages and the marriage rates have been adjusted 
for large seasonal fluctuations and for the effect of 
the number of Saturdays and Fridays in each month. 
Beginning in 1970 the adjustments for Lent were 
discontinued because of the lessening influence of 
Lent on marriages. Most religious denominations have 
relaxed or abolished their rules against marriages 
during that period. 

SAMPLE DESIGN 

Obtaining the records 

Each year the States participating in the MRA 
and the DRA prepare microfilm copies of their 
records, which, are purchased by NCHS. Further 
processing, including sample selection, code punch- 
ing, verification, and tabulation, is carried out by 
NCHS. 

In conjunction with the recently established 
Federal-State-Local Cooperative Health Statistics 

System, Florida began in 1972 to submit preceded 
machine readable marriage dam to NCHS. This 
resulted not only in receiving the processed informa- 
tion rather than the unprocessed microfilm certificate 
copies, but also in obtaining the data on a lOO- 
,percent basis rather than the lo-percent sample that 
had been used through 1971. (See Section on 
Sampling Procedures.) 

For marriages the records refer to all marriages 
performed in 1972 within the 41 MRA States and the 
District of Columbia. For divorces the records refer 
to all decrees of absolute divorce and annulment that 
were granted during 1972 within the 29 DR.4 States. 

Interlocutory divorce decrees (or ‘cnisi” decrees, 
which grant the divorce to take permanent effect at a 
specific time in the future if the couple does not 
reconcile in the meantime) are included among the 
records of the States that grant them, usually for the 
year in which they were granted. 

Sampling marriage and divorce records for States 
in the registration areas was initiated in 1960. For 
earlier years data on characteristics had been com- 
piled from predesigned tables submitted by the 
States. 

Sampling procedures 

The marriage sample was designed to yield 
estimates of State totals as well as frequency 
distributions. These estimates were made for the total 
MRA and each State in the MR4. A sampling rate 
was designated for each of the MRA States so that 
the selected sample for it would consist of at least 
2,500 records. Five different sampling rates were 
used: All records, l/2, l/5, l/10, and l/20. The 
overall ratio for the MRA in 1972 was l/6. 

Sampling procedures for the divorce sample 
parallel those for the marriage sample. A sampling 
rate was selected so that the sample for each DRA 
State would contain at least 1,000 records. Four 
different sampling rates were used: All records, l/2, 
l/5, and l/10. Overall about l/5 of the records were 
selected for the DRA sample in 1972. The sampling 
rates, number of events, and sample cases by State for 
1972 are shown in tables 3-5 (marriages) and 3-7 
(divorces). 

ESTIMATING PROCEDURES 

Area totab 

The figures obtained from complete counts of 
events furnished by the State and local offices differ 
slightly from the estimated totals based on sample 
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Procedures for estimating frequency distributions 
for various characteristics were similar for the 
marriage and divorce samples. Frequencies were 
estimated in two steps. 

1. 

2. 

Each sample case was assigned a weight which was 
the reciprocal of the sampling ratio used to select 
the case. If a marriage record was selected from a 
State with a sampling ratio of l/10, that record 
was assigned a weight of 10; if 100 percent of the 
records were processed from a State, each such 
record was assigned a weight of 1. 
Tabulated counts consisted of summing the 
weights of the records. Thus each frequency 
distribution such as age at marriage of first- 
married brides is a sum of the weighted sample 
cases included. 

data. When possible, major differences between the 
sample totals and the independent counts for each 
reporting State are reconciled before the sample data 
are weighted and tabulated. 

For marriages the sample estimate of marriages in 
the MRA differed from the complete count by 0.01 
percent. It differed by less than 1 percent in 38 States 
and by less than 3 percent in the remaining four 
areas. 

The sample estimate of divorces in the DRA 
differed from the complete count by 2.5 percent. 
Because records were not submitted for divorces 
occurring in Wayne County, the estimate for Michi- 
gan was 31.5 percent below the final count. In 
Oregon the estimate was 13.8 percent below the final 
count. This was due to a misclassification of some 
1972 divorce records as 1973 records. 

Frequencies 

The weights for all sample records are identical 
withm each State. However, as shown in tables 3-5 
and 3-7, the weights for marriage records vary from 1 
to 20 and those for divorce records, from 1 to 10 
among the registration States. Therefore, for the 
MRA and DRA, any two approximately equal 
frequencies may have different sampling errors, 
varying with the proportion of cases from each 
stratum included in the estimate. 

Percents and rates 
Percents shown in the tables appearing in Sections 

1 and 2 were computed from data excluding numbers 
of not stated cases. Rates appearing in Sections 1 and 
2 were based on population data provided by the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census (tables 3-11 through 3-14). 

Rates for 1940, 1950, 1960, and 1970 are based on 
the population enumerated as of April 1 in the 
censuses of those years. Rates for all other years are 
based on the estimated midyear (July 1) population 
for the respective years. Rates are based on popula- 
tion estimates including Armed Forces stationed in 
the United States but excluding Armed Forces 
abroad, except divorce rates for 1941-46 which are 
based on populations including Armed Forces abroad. 

Allocation 

Because States in the DRA vary radically in the 
extent to which items are reported on the divorce 
records, no allocations were made prior to tabulation 
of the divorce data. On the marriage records, values 
were allocated for ages of bride and groom and date 
of marriage. These items have been reported with 99 
percent or more completeness since 1960. 

Children involved in divorces 

To obtain national estimates for 1970 through 
1972, the average number of children‘per decree for 
the DRA was multiplied by the national divorce total. 
From 1965 to 1969 a different procedure was used: 
The average number of children per decree was 
computed for the 16 States that had reported 
children with a satisfactory degree of completeness in 
1965 (Alaska, Hawaii, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Ohio, Oregon, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyo- 
ming) and the national divorce total was multiplied 
by this average. This method was also used to revise 
figures for the years 1961-64 originally estimated by 
using a different method. Consequently data for these 
years shown in table 2-9 differ from figures appearing 
in Volume III, Vital Statistics of the United States 
prior to the 1965 issue. 

In 1960 the estimate was based on sample data 
for the United States. For earlier years total counts 
from States reporting the number of children 
involved were used to estimate the children involved 
in divorce for the United States. Beginning with 
1971, data for California show children under 18 
years of age rather than all living children. 

SAMPLING ERRORS 

Statistics for States where all records were used 
have no sampling error. For other States each statistic 
has a sampling error (or standard e&or denoted B(x)). 
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The sampling error is primarily a measure of variation 
that occurs by chance because a sample of records is 
surveyed rather than the entire population. The 
sampling error can be computed because within each 
State or registration area the probability that a record 
will be chosen for the sample is known (either l/Z, 
l/5, l/10, l/20, or all records, as shown in table 3-5). 
For about 68 percent of all possible samples of equal 
size the estimate from the sample would differ from 
the value obtained from a complete count by less 
than the sampling error. For about 95 percent of all 
samples the difference would be less than twice the 
sampling error. 

Sampling errors are shown in table 3-6. for 
marriages and table 3-8 for divorces. To facilitate 
comparisons among registration States with widely 
varying totals of marriages or divorces, the sampling 
errors for the registration areas and participating 
States are shown for frequencies expressed as 
percents of State or of registration area totals. For 
example, table 1-17 shows 198,873 brides under 18 
years of age in the MRA for 1972. This estimated 
frequency is about 10 percent of ah brides in the 
MRA. Entering table 3-6 under the column “10 or 
90” in the row for the total MRA we find the 
sampling error 1,411. Thus, chances are about 68 out 
of 100 that the actual number of marriages to brides 
under 18 years of age is between 197,462 and 
200,284 (198,873 f. 1,411). 

Estimated sampling errors can be calculated from 
the formula 

&(xij) pyz 
where 

i = a State or geographic area 
j = a subclass, such as an age group of bride 

Fi = the final count of events reported by State 
i (table 1-6) 

ni = the number of sample records in State i 
(table 3-5) 

p, = estimated proportion of all cases with the 
characteristics j to be studied for State i 
(spread margin of table 3-6 as percent 
under “1 or 99,” “2 or 98,” “3 or 97,” 
etc.) 

qij = 1 +Lj 
xii =%Pij, the estimated frequency of the 

characteristics under study. 

In this formula we see that when the number of 
sample records, ni, is the same as the total marriages, 

iVi, the numerator becomes zero and there is no 
sampling error for States that have all of their records 
processed. We also see that because the values of pii 
and qij are complementary, their product (pijqij) 
remains the same if their values are reversed. For 
instance, the estimated sampling error for au estimate 
of 5 percent is the same as the sampling error for 95 
percent. Therefore the sampling error for both values 
is listed in one column in table 3-6 under the heading 
“5 or 95.” 

For example, to calculate the sampling error for 
previously widowed Alabama brides 

Ni = 49,764, the final count of Alabama mar- 
riages (table l-6) 

ni = 4,970, the number of sample records (table 
3-5) 

xij = 2,640, the estimated frequency of prek 
ously widowed Alabama brides (table 
l-24) 

pij = the number previously widowed expressed 
as a percent of all marriages: 
2,640/49,764=.05 or 5 percent 

qii= l-p,=.95 or 95 percent 

and 

b(2,640) =v ‘49,764(44,77fO5)(.95) =146 , 

So, the chances are 68 out of 100 that the actual 
number of previously widowed Alabama brides is 
between 2,494 and 2,786 (2,640+146). 

The estimated sampling error for the MRA can be 
computed from the formula 

where 

42 refers to the number of States in the 
MRA 

~~ = the final count of events ,reported by the kfh 
State 

nk= the number of sample records in the same 
State 
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pki = the estimated percent of the population of 
State k, contained in group i of the 
characteristic under consideration (e.g., 
percent of Maryland brides previously wid- 
owed) 

qkj = 1 -‘Pkj 

Using the same formula, sampling errors for the DRA 
can be computed by summing over 29 States instead 
of 4.2. 

Many of the tables in this volume show percent 
distributions rather than frequencies. The sampling 
error for such a percent can be computed by dividing 
the sampling error found in table 3-6 by the 
estimated total number of events for the area. For 
example, table l-10 shows that 5 percent of all 
Maryland brides were previously widowed. In table 
3-6 under the spread margin “5 or 95” the Maryland 
sampling error is 146. Divide 146 by 49,870, the 
estimated number of marriages in Maryland as shown 
in the stub margin of the same table. The result is 0.3 
percent, the sampling error for an estimated 5.5 
percent of 1972 Maryland marriages. Thus, chances 
are about 68 out of 100 that the actual percent of 
previously widowed Maryland brides is between 5.2 
and 5.8 percent (5.5 percent 20.3). 

The following formula is used to compute a 
sampling error for the proportion of events in a 
subclass of a population subgroup, where the number 
of events in the subgroup is also subject to sampling 
error: 

@dY) = l/yJG2t+ (x/Y)262(Y) 

y = the estimated frequency of the subgroup 
x = the estimated frequency of the subclass of 

the subgroup 
C(y) = the sampling error of y from table 3-6 
C?(X) = the sampling error of x from table 3-6 

To illustrate, if we wanted the sampling error for the 
proportion of all previously married Ohio brides who 
were 20-24 years of age, let 

x= 5,200 previously married Ohio brides who 
were 20-24 years of age (table l-19) 

y = 25,120 Ohio brides who had been previ- 
ously married 

xly=.2070 
N = all marriages in Ohio, 96,297 

X/N = .05, the proportion of previously married 
Ohio brides who were 20-24 years of age 

y/N= .26, the proportion of Ohio brides who 
were previously married 

C(X) = 8(5,200) = 287 from table 3-6 under “5 or 
95” 

B(y) = 8(25,120) = 570 from table 3-6 under “25 
or 75” 

and 

6(x/y) = l/25,120,/(287)’ - (.21)2 (570)2 

= .0104 or 1.04 percent 

So, chances are 68 out of 100 that the actual 
proportion of previously married Ohio brides who 
were 20-24 years of age was between 19.66 percent 
and 21.74 percent. 

The significance of the difference between two 
proportions may be determined by the following 
formula: 

(“l/Y,) - (X,/Y,) 

&%,lY,) + 6*(x,/Y,) 

where the x’s and y’s represent the same subgroups as 
above, but of two populations, and where the 
denominator, under the square root sign, represents 
the sampling error of the difference between the 
proportions Xl/y1 and xa/ya as shown in the 
numerator of the formula. If the above ratio is 2 or 
larger, the difference between proportions is con- 
sidered to be significant at the .95 level of confi- 
dence. 

For example, 20.7 percent of previously married 
brides in Ohio were 20-24 years old with a sampling 
error of 1.04 percent. Using the same procedure for 
previously married grooms in Ohio, .1131, or 11.3 
percent, were 20-24 years old with a sampling error 
of .0086, or .9 percent. By the above formula 

2070 - .1131 - .0939 - 7 
J(.O104)’ -t (.0086)’ .0135 

Since the difference in proportion divided by the 
sampling error is larger than 2, this difference of 9.4 
percentage points between brides and grooms is 
expected to occur by chance no more than once in 20 
times; the difference is statistically significant. 

NONSAMPLING ERRORS 

In addition to the sampling errors described 
above, there are several other sources of variation that 
are little affected by the size or design of the sample. 
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Incomplete reporting 

Nonresponse errors in marriage and divorce data 
arise from three sources: (1) The item is not -on the 
certificate of a particular reporting area (for kx- 
ample, the item “color” was removed from the 
marriage record of Massachusetts in 1971); (2) some- 
times when a State revises its form to include 
additional items, copies of the old form are still 
extensively used by registration offices until the 
supply is exhausted; or (3) although the item may be 
on the form, there may be no response, or the 
response may be illegible or unusable. Items on some 
forms are badly worded and do not elicit responses 
sufficiently crecise to be classified. 

Items not answered for any of these three reasons 
are tabulated as “not stated.” Table 3-9 and 3-10 
show the proportions of not stated cases for specified 
characteristics of marriages and divorces for 1972. 
Footnotes to entries identify the specific registration 
area or State where an item w&s not on the certificate 
form (not reportable) and where a given item was on 
the form but the information was not recorded. A 
major proportion of the not stated cases for marriages 
were due to the absence of items on some of the 
reporting forms (not reportable). In contrast, the ma- 
jority of not stated items on records of divorce or 
annulment arose from unanswered-items (not com- 
pleted). Personal information typically has been less 
completely reported on the divorce records than in- 
formation about the marriage and the decree. 

Other sources of error 

Inconsistent responses.-Occasionally, for both 
marriages and divorces, the responses to related items 
are IogicaIly inconsistent. For example, when age and 
date of birth are both reported, they may not agree. 
Or, previous marital status may not be consistent 
with the number of times married or number of this 

marriage. These differences are arbitrarily reconciled 
before tabulation. 

Ambiguous wording of items.-Some of the items 
are worded so that they do not yield information 
easily classified in standardized categories, Some 
briefly worded items actually require additional 
questions on the part of the local recorder in orderto 
obtain the detailed information sought. This often 
leads to errors in classification, most frequently of 
geographic place names (residence, place of marriage, 
and place of birth) and of data about previous 
marriages. 

MiqofiZm errors.-Errors in the arrangement of 
the records received on microfilm in NCHS some- 
times occur when numbers on the records are out of 
sequence, missing, or duplicated or when records that 
are not part of the universe being sampled are 
erroneously included in the file. 

Processing errors.-AlI coding was verified 100 
percent; data already on computer tape were edited 
for impossible codes and for inconsistencies where 
possible. Instances of impossible codes and inconsist- 
encies in information about previous marriages were 
rechecked to the records. 

In general, for most of the data available from 
1960 onward, the completeness and year-to-year 
consistency are evidence of the basic reliability and 
coverage of the marriage- and divorce-registration 
systems. 

SYMBOLS USED IN TABLES 

Dab not av&&le . . . . . ..- ..-- ....-..----l-ll..l.- . . . 

Category not applicable . . . . . . . . . . . .._... - ............l. . . , , , 

Quantity zero..-....-..-..-.--.....-...................-.. . 

Quantity more than 0 but less than 0.05 ---------- 0.0 

Figure does not meet standards of reliability or 
precision .-- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . * 
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Table 3-l. Sources of Marriage and Divorce Data: United States, 1867-1972 

19,1---------------------.------------------------------ 

1912------------------....-------------------------------- 

hclude. remrted -c. 



3-14 SECTION 3 - TECHNICAL APPENDIX 

Table 3-2. Years Central Files of Marriage and Divorce Records Were Established and Years Areas Were 

Admitted to the Marriage- and Divorce-Registration Areas: 1972 

mswet of calvnbia --------- :-- 
FLorida------------------------ 
oe~a------------------------- 
~-------------------------- 

-e------------------------ 
l&q- _--______ - _____________ 
Hasn~etts------------------ 
~=~~------------------------ 

MISSIS~I~--------------------- 
Hiaswi------------------------ 
~~---.----------.---~-~~~~ 

%t yet eeanalea. 
%ot ye% n&dtt.ea. 

. 
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Table 3-4. 

state 
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Selected Items of Statistical Information on Divorce or Annulment Records of Divorce-Registration 

- 

Date 

x 
x 

x 
x 

x - 
x 

x 
x - 
x 

x 
x - 

x 
x 

L 
x 
x 
x - 
x 
x 
x 

A- 
A- 
A- 

x 

I 
x 

x 

x 
Y 

x x x x 

- 

Date 

- 
x - 
I( - 

x 
x - 
x - 

5 
x - 
x - 
x - 

2- 
x - 
x - 
x - 

x 
I - 
x - 
x - 
x 

T- - 
x - 

5 
x 
x 
I - 

T- 
x 
x 
x 
x - 

I I 
x x x 

x x x x x x 

(9 (9 

x x x x x x 

x x x x (9 (9 

SE SE 

x x x x x x 

x x x x x x 

x x x x x x 

x x 

x x 

=k 

x x 

(1) x 

+I+ 
x x 
(5) x 

z 

x x 
x x 
x x 
x I x 

x x 

x x 

EE 

(3 x 

x x 

x I 



SECTION 3 - TECHNICAL APPENDIX 3-17 

Table 3-5. Marriage Sample-Sampling Rates and Sample Size: Marriage-Registration Area and Each Regisbation 

Table 3-6. Marriage Sample-Sampling Error of Estimated Frequency Expressed as Percentage of Area Total: 
Marriage-Registration Area and Each Registration State, 197 2 
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Table 3-7. Divorce Sample-Sampling Rates and Sample Size: Divorce-Registration Area and Each Registration 
State, 1972 

. 

Area 

Table 3-8. Divorce Sample-Sampling EITO~ of Estimated Frequency Expressed as Percentage of Area Total: Divorce- 
Registration Area and Each Registration State, 1972 
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Table 3-9. Percent of Marriage Records on Which Specified Characteristics Were Not Stated: Marriage-Registration 
Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

[Eased on sample data] 

@assa-&*s _______ -_- ______ - ______ --- ____ -- ______ ______ --- ____ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~~---~~~~~---~~~~~-- 

llh&rsslan& -------_------___---------------------- - ---___-----___ 
%u*ll (larolina------------------------------------------------------ 
Bouti Dsfrota--------------~---------------------------------------- 
~-.Bee-.------------------------------.------------...------..--- 

“t& _-___--_____---____------------------------ ---_-____---____--_-- 
“ermont------------------------------------------------------------- 
“ir&ia ---____----___-----_____________________-------------- - -___ 
“eat yil.&$& __----_-------_-_---____________________-------------- 
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Table 3-10. Percent of Divorce and Annulment Records on Which Specified Characteristics Were Nof Stated: 
Divorce-Regiskation Area and Each Registration State, 1972 

Area 

Maryland----- _____ - _____ -___-- ___________-______-_ --__ 
nrcaisan------------------------------------------- 
Mish-i---------------------------------------------- 

- 
T 
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Table 3-12. Total Resideni Population: United States, 
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Table 3.13. Estimated Total Resident Population: United 

States, Each Region, Division, and-state. July 1, 1972 
Picures hclude Armed Forces statto”ed in each area and exclnde those stationed out- 

Table 3-14. Estimated Unmarried Resident Population 14 
Years of Age and Over, by Age, Marital Status, and 

Sex: Marriage-Registration Area, July 1, 1972 
side the United slates7 

Area 

United states------------------------------------------~ 

Aegicdls ana aividar’r: 
Nortbeast------------------------------------------------- 

l&q ~1m~-.-------------------------------------------~ 
Middle Atlantic--------------------------------------- 

N& centcal----------------------------------------------. 
mst N&h c-al----------------------------------------~ 
West N&h cpntr*---------------------------------------- 

s-------------------------------------------------------~ 

bedme Atlantic: 
Ire.,! ycrlr---------------------------------------------------- 

pennrylvanre------------------------------------------. 

East North central: 
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