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Plate boundaries and earthquakes
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Major classes of plate boundaries
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Divergent boundaries

Average spreading
rate 46.6 mm/yr

10 km3 of crust
added each year
worldwide




Mid-ocean ridge spreading center




Transform boundaries

Average slip rate of
oceanic transform
faults=40.5 mm/yr

Average slip rate of
continental transform
faults=24.7 mm/yr

Little or no crust is
created or consumed
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Convergent boundarles
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Continent-continent collision




Indian-Eurasian plate collision
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Himalayan deformation

 BEFORE Ancient oceanic
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Distribution of similar crust
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