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Appendix A

Tuberculosis Case Definition for Public Health Surveillance!

Tuberculosis (Revised 9/96)

Clinical description
A chronic bacterial infection caused by Mycobacteriumtubercul osis, characterized pathologically by the
formation of granulomas. Themost common site of infectionisthelung, but other organsmay beinvolved.

Clinical casedefinition
A casethat meetsal of thefollowing criteria:
* A positivetuberculin skintest result
« Other sgnsand symptoms compatiblewith tuberculos's, such asan abnormal, unstable(i.e., worsening
or improving) chest radiograph, or clinica evidenceof current disease
* Treatment with two or moreantitubercul ossmedications
* A completed diagnostic evauation

Laboratory criteriafor diagnosis
» |solation of M. tuberculosisfrom aclinical specimen,* or
» Demondtration of M. tuberculosisfrom aclinical specimen by nucleic acid amplificationtest, or
» Demongtration of acid-fast bacilli inaclinical specimenwhen aculture hasnot been or cannot be
obtained

Caseclassification
Confirmed: acasethat meetstheclinical casedefinition or islaboratory confirmed

Comment

Only one case should be counted in aperson within any consecutive 12-month period. However, acasein
apatient who had previoudy had verified disease should bereported again if morethan 12 monthshave
elapsed since the patient was discharged from treatment. A case should also bereported againif the patient
waslost to supervisionfor >12 monthsand disease can be verified again. Mycobacterial diseases other
than those caused by M. tubercul osiscomplex should not be counted intuberculosismorbidity statistics
unlessthereisconcurrent tuberculoss.

1CDC. Casedefinitionsfor infectious conditions under public health surveillance. MMWR 1997;46(No.
RR-10):40- 41.

*Useof rapid identification techniquesfor M. tuberculosis(e.g., DNA probesand mycolic acid high-
pressureliquid chromatography performed on aculturefrom aclinica specimen) are acceptableunder this
criterion.

*Nucleic acid amplification (NAA) testsmust be accompanied by culturefor mycobacteriaspecies.
However, for surveillance purposes, CDC will accept results obtained from NAA testsapproved by the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and used according to the approved product labeling onthe
packageinsert.
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