
Post Stratification Clarification 

The purpose of this document is to clarify the rationale behind completing the post-
stratification forms associated with the Youth Tobacco Survey (YTS). Additionally, this 
document seeks to provide guidance on how the forms are completed.  

The state level implementation agency in charge of administrating the YTS will be 
provided with post-stratification forms as an attachment to the email they receive 
containing the YTS sample / list of selected schools early in the YTS process.  

Post-stratification documentation is used by the staff at OSH to weight the data collected 
by the states. This statewide demographic data is added into a SAS-based software 
program in order to better illustrate and define the “weight” of survey responses 
attributed to the varying demographic categories represented in the survey. YTS data 
processing can not conclude without OSH receiving post stratification information from 
respective states. 

Respective state Departments of Health are to complete the excel based version of the 
post-stratification forms (see example 1 below) by providing statewide enrollment 
numbers broken down by grade (6-12 only), race, and sex. These more detailed 
enrollment data should be consistent with the sampling parameters actually used in the 
YTS. Therefore, if private schools were not sampled then DOH should not seek to 
tabulate private school demographic numbers into the post-stratification form. In 
summary, the form should be completed using enrollment numbers for the entire state for 
the school type(s) targeted by the survey, not enrollment numbers for selected schools 
only. It will most likely be necessary for the DOH to return to the respective state 
Department of Education to obtain the necessary demographic data needed for 
completing these post-stratification documents.  



Example 1: Generic Excel-based Middle School Post-Stratification Form 

grade sex race population 
6 1-Female 1-White 
6 1-Female 2-Black or African American 
6 1-Female 3-Hispanic or Latino 
6 1-Female 4-Other 
6 2-Male 1-White 
6 2-Male 2-Black or African American 
6 2-Male 3-Hispanic or Latino 
6 2-Male 4-Other 
7 1-Female 1-White 
7 1-Female 2-Black or African American 
7 1-Female 3-Hispanic or Latino 
7 1-Female 4-Other 
7 2-Male 1-White 
7 2-Male 2-Black or African American 
7 2-Male 3-Hispanic or Latino 
7 2-Male 4-Other 
8 1-Female 1-White 
8 1-Female 2-Black or African American 
8 1-Female 3-Hispanic or Latino 
8 1-Female 4-Other 
8 2-Male 1-White 
8 2-Male 2-Black or African American 
8 2-Male 3-Hispanic or Latino 
8 2-Male 4-Other 



YTS Login Forms 

The YTS Login (or tracking) forms are used as a kind of quality assurance type measure 
for YTS data processing. This is an MS-Excel based product which tabulates 
participation rates for each of the selected schools / classrooms and also serves as a type 
of “event journal” where you can annotate any noteworthy issues that may have arisen 
with a particular school or classroom. See example 4 below for an illustration of the login 
form layout. 

Once the forms are completed by the state (one each for your middle and high schools), it 
provides OSH with a consolidated summary of participation rates that we then import and 
use to calculate your response rates. 

Email the YTS tracking logs and post-stratification form(s) to OSH as soon as they are 
completed. Hardcopy versions of the login forms should be placed inside the boxes of 
scantrons being shipped to RTI for their use as well.   

Example 4: Portion of a YTS Login Form (or Tracking log) 

Class ID  Class ID 
Number School ID Class Total # # Students Class Total # # Students Class 

Selected Enrolled Participated Selected Enrolled Participated Selected 

1 
2 

The information contained in these documents is essential, and OSH’s data 
programmers cannot start final data analysis without it. 


