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planning time, or time necessitated by
other administrative actions.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations proposed herein
would not have a substantial direct
effect on the States, on the relationship
between the national Government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
it is determined that this proposal
would not have federalism implications
under Executive Order 13132.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a “significant regulatory action”
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “‘significant rule” under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding the following new airworthiness
directive:

Bombardier, Inc. (Formerly de Havilland,
Inc.): Docket 2002—-NM-338—-AD.

Applicability: Model DHC-8-102, —103,
-106, —201, —202, =301, —311, and —315
airplanes, serial numbers 003 through 586
inclusive; certificated in any category.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously.

To prevent contact between the lockwire
pigtail of the fitting and the stiffener located
on the inside surface of the fuel access covers
of the wings, which could serve as a potential
ignition source within the fuel tank if a cover
is struck by lightning and result in possible

fuel tank explosion, accomplish the
following:

Inspection of Fitting Assemblies and
Lockwire

(a) Within 12 months after the effective
date of this AD, do a general visual
inspection to verify proper installation of the
fitting assemblies and the lockwire located
on the vent and scavenge lines routed
immediately below the fuel tank access
covers on both wings by accomplishing all
the actions specified in Part A of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier
Alert Service Bulletin A8—-28-33, Revision
“A,” dated October 10, 2002. Do the actions
per the service bulletin.

Note 1: For the purposes of this AD, a
general visual inspection is defined as: “A
visual examination of an interior or exterior
area, installation, or assembly to detect
obvious damage, failure, or irregularity. This
level of inspection is made from within
touching distance unless otherwise specified.
A mirror may be necessary to enhance visual
access to all exposed surfaces in the
inspection area. This level of inspection is
made under normally available lighting
conditions such as daylight, hangar lighting,
flashlight, or droplight and may require
removal or opening of access panels or doors.
Stands, ladders, or platforms may be required
to gain proximity to the area being checked.”

Corrective Actions for Any Improperly
Installed Fitting Assembly or Lockwire

(b) If any fitting assembly is found to be
improperly installed during the general
visual inspection required by paragraph (a) of
this AD, before further flight, do the actions
specified in paragraphs (b)(1) and (b)(2) of
this AD per Part A of the Accomplishment
Instructions of Bombardier Alert Service
Bulletin A8—28-33, Revision “A,” dated
October 10, 2002.

(1) Change the orientation of the fitting
assembly.

(2) Perform a general visual inspection of
the O-ring for damage, and replace any
damaged O-ring with a new O-ring.

(c) If any lockwire is found to be
improperly installed during the general
visual inspection required by paragraph (a) of
this AD, before further flight, replace the
lockwire with a new lockwire, per Part A of
the Accomplishment Instructions of
Bombardier Alert Service Bulletin A8—28-33,
Revision “A,” dated October 10, 2002.

Inspection of the Stiffeners

(d) Within 12 months after the effective
date of this AD, do a general visual
inspection of the stiffeners on the underside
of fuel tank access covers on both wings for
signs of chafing damage caused by incorrect
orientation of the lockwire tail, per Part B of
the Accomplishment Instructions of
Bombardier Alert Service Bulletin A8-28-33,
Revision “A,” dated October 10, 2002.

Corrective Action for Chafing Damage

(e) If any chafing damage is found during
the general visual inspection required by
paragraph (d) of this AD, before further flight,
remove the damage per Part B of the
Accomplishment Instructions of Bombardier

Alert Service Bulletin A8—28-33, Revision
“A,” dated October 10, 2002, except where
the service bulletin recommends contacting
Bombardier for damage in excess of the given
limits, before further flight, repair per a
method approved by either the Manager,
New York Aircraft Certification Office (ACO),
FAA; or the Transport Canada Civil Aviation
(TCCA) (or its delegated agent).

Exception to Service Bulletin Reporting

(f) Although the service bulletin referenced
in this AD specifies to report inspection
findings to the airplane manufacturer, this
AD does not include such a requirement.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(g) In accordance with 14 CFR 39.19, the
Manager, New York Aircraft Certification
Office (ACO), FAA, is authorized to approve
alternative methods of compliance for this
AD.

Note 2: The subject of this AD is addressed
in Canadian airworthiness directive
CF-2002—44, dated October 22, 2002.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on
December 19, 2003.

Ali Bahrami,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 03—32133 Filed 12—30-03; 8:45 am]
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Proposed Revision of VOR Federal
Airway 137

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: This action proposes to revise
VOR Federal Airway 137 (V-137)
between the Thermal, CA, Very High
Frequency Omnidirectional Radio
Range and Tactical Air Navigation Aids
(VORTAUQ) intersection and the
Imperial, CA, VORTAC. The current
route segment between the Thermal,
CA, VORTAG, and the Imperial, CA,
VORTAC is aligned to avoid a restricted
area that no longer exists. The FAA is
proposing this action to realign V-137
to form a direct route between the
Thermal, CA, VORTAC, and the
Imperial, CA, VORTAC. This action
would improve the management of air
traffic operations and reduce the route
mileage between the Thermal, CA,
VORTAC and the Imperial, CA,
VORTAC.
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DATES: Comments must be received on
or before February 17, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments on this
proposal to the Docket Management
System, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Room Plaza 401, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590-0001. You must identify FAA
Docket No. FAA-2003-16437 and
Airspace Docket No. 03—AWP-02, at the
beginning of your comments. You may
also submit comments on the Internet at
http://dms.dot.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ken
McElroy, Airspace and Rules Division,
ATA—-400, Office of Air Traffic Airspace
Management, Federal Aviation
Administration, 800 Independence
Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20591;
telephone: (202) 267—8783.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

Interested parties are invited to
participate in this proposed rulemaking
by submitting such written data, views,
or arguments, as they may desire.
Comments that provide the factual basis
supporting the views and suggestions
presented are particularly helpful in
developing reasoned regulatory
decisions on the proposal. Comments
are specifically invited on the overall
regulatory, aeronautical, economic,
environmental, and energy-related
aspects of the proposal.

Communications should identify both
docket numbers (FAA Docket No. FAA—
2003-16437 and Airspace Docket No.
03—AWP-02) and be submitted in
triplicate to the Docket Management
System (see ADDRESSES section for
address and phone number). You may
also submit comments through the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
on this notice must submit with those
comments a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: “Comments to FAA
Docket No. FAA-2003-16437 and
Airspace Docket No. 03—AWP-02.” The
postcard will be date/time stamped and
returned to the commenter.

All communications received on or
before the specified closing date for
comments will be considered before
taking action on the proposed rule. The
proposal contained in this notice may
be changed in light of comments
received. All comments submitted will
be available for examination in the
public docket both before and after the
closing date for comments. A report
summarizing each substantive public
contact with FAA personnel concerned

with this rulemaking will be filed in the
docket.

Availability of NPRM’s

An electronic copy of this document
may be downloaded through the
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov. Recently
published rulemaking documents can
also be accessed through the FAA’s Web
page at http://www.faa.gov or the
Federal Register’s web page at http://
www.gpoaccess.gov/fr/index.html.

You may review the public docket
containing the proposal; any comments
received; and any final disposition in
person in the Dockets Office (see
ADDRESSES section for address and
phone number) between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. An informal docket
may also be examined during normal
business hours at the office of the
Regional Air Traffic Division, Federal
Aviation Administration, 15000
Aviation Boulevard, Hawthorne, CA
90261.

Persons interested in being placed on
a mailing list for future NPRM’s should
call the FAA’s Office of Rulemaking,
(202) 267-9677, for a copy of Advisory
Circular No. 11-2A, Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking Distribution System, which
describes the application procedure.

The Proposal

The FAA is proposing an amendment
to Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations
(14 CFR) part 71 (part 71) to revise V—
137 between the Thermal, CA,
VORTAQG, and the Imperial, CA,
VORTAC. The current route segment
between the Thermal, CA, VORTAC,
and the Imperial, CA, VORTAG, is
aligned to avoid a restricted area that no
longer exists. The FAA is proposing this
action to realign V-137 to form a direct
route between the Thermal, CA,
VORTAG, and the Imperial, CA,
VORTAC. This action would improve
the management of air traffic operations
and reduce the route mileage between
the Thermal, CA, VORTAC, and the
Imperial, CA, VORTAC.

Domestic VOR Federal airways are
published in paragraph 6010(a), of FAA
Order 7400.9L dated September 2, 2003,
and effective September 16, 2003, which
is incorporated by reference in 14 CFR
71.1. The VOR Federal airway listed in
this document would be published
subsequently in the order.

The FAA has determined that this
proposed regulation only involves an
established body of technical
regulations for which frequent and
routine amendments are necessary to
keep them operationally current.
Therefore, this proposed regulation: (1)
Is not a “significant regulatory action”

under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a “significant rule” under Department of
Transportation (DOT) Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034;
February 26, 1979); and (3) does not
warrant preparation of a regulatory
evaluation as the anticipated impact is
so minimal. Since this is a routine
matter that will only affect air traffic
procedures and air navigation, it is
certified that this proposed rule, when
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities under the
criteria of the Regulatory Flexibility Act.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 71

Airspace, Incorporation by reference,
Navigation (air).

The Proposed Amendment

In consideration of the foregoing, the
Federal Aviation Administration
proposes to amend 14 CFR part 71 as
follows:

PART 71—DESIGNATION OF CLASS A,
B, C, D, AND E AIRSPACE AREAS; AIR
TRAFFIC SERVICE ROUTES; AND
REPORTING POINTS

1. The authority citation for part 71
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40103, 40113,
40120; E.O. 10854, 24 FR 9565, 3 CFR, 1959—
1963 Comp., p. 389.

§71.1 [Amended]

2. The incorporation by reference in
14 CFR 71.1 of FAA Order 7400.9L,
Airspace Designations and Reporting
Points, dated September 2, 2003, and
effective September 16, 2003, is
amended as follows:

Paragraph 6010(a) Domestic VOR Federal

Airways
* * * * *
V-137 [Revised]

From Imperial, CA, INT Imperial 336°M/
350°T and Thermal, CA, 131°M/144°T
radials; Thermal; Palm Springs, CA;
Palmdale, CA; Gorman, CA; Avenal, CA;
Priest, CA; Salinas, CA.

* * * * *

Issued in Washington, DC, December 22,
2003.

Reginald C. Matthews,

Manager, Airspace and Rules Division.

[FR Doc. 03-32083 Filed 12-30-03; 8:45 am]|
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