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on quota monitoring and retention limit
adjustments.

Classification

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA (AA), finds that it is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest to provide prior notice of, and
an opportunity for public comment on,
this action. Catch rates for the 2003 BFT
season have been extremely low and, at
the current rate of landings, it is highly
unlikely that the available quota will be
harvested by September 30, 2003.
Delaying this action would further
exacerbate this problem. Large amounts
of unharvested quota will have negative
social and economic impacts to U.S.
fishermen that depend upon catching
the available quota within the time
periods designated in the Fishery
Management Plan for Atlantic Tunas,
Swordfish, and Sharks. Therefore, the
AA finds good cause under 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(B) to waive prior notice and the
opportunity for public comment. For all
of the above reasons, and because this
action relieves a restriction (i.e., allows
the retention of more fish), there is also
good cause under 5 U.S.C. 553(d) to
waive the delay in effectiveness of this
action.

This action is being taken under 50
CFR 635.23(a)(4) and is exempt from
review under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq. and 1801
et seq.

Dated: August 26, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—22339 Filed 8-27-03; 2:54 pm]
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ACTION: Notification of a closure of a
commercial fishery.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
summer flounder commercial quota
available to Massachusetts has been

harvested. Vessels issued a commercial
Federal fisheries permit for the summer
flounder fishery may not land summer
flounder in Massachusetts for the
remainder of calendar year 2003, unless
additional quota becomes available
through a transfer. Regulations
governing the summer flounder fishery
require publication of this notification
to advise Massachusetts that the quota
has been harvested and to advise vessel
permit holders and dealer permit
holders that no commercial quota is
available for landing summer flounder
in Massachusetts.

DATES: Effective 0001 hours, September
2, 2003, through 2400 hours, December
31, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jason Blackburn, Fishery Management
Specialist, (978) 281-9326, e-mail
jason.blackburn@noaa.gov

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the summer
flounder fishery are found at 50 CFR
part 648. The regulations require annual
specification of a commercial quota that
is apportioned on a percentage basis
among the coastal states from North
Carolina through Maine. The process to
set the annual commercial quota and the
percent allocated to each state is
described in § 648.100.

The initial total commercial quota for
summer flounder for the 2003 calendar
year was set equal to 13,980,028 b
(6,341,235 kg)(68 FR 60, January 2,
2003). The percent allocated to vessels
landing summer flounder in
Massachusetts is 6.82046 percent,
resulting in an initial commercial quota
of 953,502 1b (432,501 kg). The 2003
allocation was adjusted downward due
to an overage of the 2002 quota of
42,498 1b (19,277 kg) as of October 31,
2002. The resulting adjusted 2003
commercial quota for Massachusetts is
911,004 1b (413,229 kg). The 2003
allocation was further reduced to
907,274 1b (411,537 kg) due to research
set-aside.

Section 648.101(b) requires the
Administrator, Northeast Region, NMFS
(Regional Administrator) to monitor
state commercial quotas and to
determine when a state’s commercial
quota has been harvested. NMFS then
publishes a notification in the Federal
Register to advise the state and to notify
Federal vessel and dealer permit holders
that, effective upon a specific date, the
state’s commercial quota has been
harvested and no commercial quota is
available for landing summer flounder
in that state. The Regional
Administrator has determined, based
upon dealer reports and other available

information, that Massachusetts has
harvested its quota for 2003.

The regulations at § 648.4(b) provide
that Federal permit holders agree, as a
condition of the permit, not to land
summer flounder in any state that the
Regional Administrator has determined
no longer has commercial quota
available. Therefore, effective 0001
hours, September 2, 2003, further
landings of summer flounder in
Massachusetts by vessels holding
summer flounder commercial Federal
fisheries permits are prohibited for the
remainder of the 2003 calendar year,
unless additional quota becomes
available through a transfer and is
announced in the Federal Register.
Effective 0001 hours, September 2,
2003, federally permitted dealers are
also notified that they may not purchase
summer flounder from federally
permitted vessels that land in
Massachusetts for the remainder of the
calendar year, or until additional quota
becomes available through a transfer.

Classification

This action is required by 50 CFR part
648 and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 <et seq.

Dated: August 27, 2003.
Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—22337 Filed 8-27-03; 2:53 pm]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
630 of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This
action is necessary to prevent exceeding
the C season allowance of the pollock
total allowable catch (TAC) for
Statistical Area 630 of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), August 27, 2003, through
1200 hrs, A.Lt., September 15, 2003.


mailto:jason.blackburn@noaa.gov
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]osh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The C season allowance of the pollock
TAC in Statistical Area 630 is 3,517
metric tons (mt) as established by the
final 2003 harvest specifications for
groundfish of the GOA (68 FR 9924,
March 3, 2003). In accordance with
§679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B), the Administrator,
Alaska Region, NMFS, (Regional
Administrator) hereby reduces the C
season pollock TAC by 387 mt, the
amount of the harvest previously taken
in excess of the A and B season pollock
allowances in Statistical Area 630 and
split equally between the C and D
seasons. The revised C season allowance
of pollock TAC in Statistical Area 630
is therefore 3,130 mt (3,517 mt minus
387 mt).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Regional Administrator has
determined that the revised C season
allowance of the pollock TAC in
Statistical Area 630 has been reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 3,080 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 50 mt as bycatch to
support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock in Statistical
Area 630 of the GOA.

Maximum retainable amounts may be
found in the regulations at § 679.20(e)
and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the C
season TAC in Statistical Area 630, and

therefore reduce the public’s ability to
use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: August 27, 2003.

Bruce C. Morehead,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-22338 Filed 8-27-03; 2:53 pm]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Removal of Full
Retention and Utilization Requirements
for Rock Sole and Yellowfin Sole

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS issues regulatory
changes to implement the partial
approval of Amendment 75 to the
Fishery Management Plan for the
Groundfish Fishery of the Bering Sea
and Aleutian Islands Area (FMP). As
partially approved, this amendment
eliminates all reference to the
requirements for 100—percent retention
and utilization of rock sole and
yellowfin sole in the groundfish
fisheries of the Bering Sea and Aleutian
Islands Management Area (BSAI). This
action is necessary to amend regulations
to maintain consistency with the the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management
and Conservation Act (Magnuson-
Stevens Act), the FMP, and other
applicable laws.

DATES: Effective on October 2, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Copies of the
Environmental Assessment/Regulatory
Impact Review/Final Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis (EA/RIR/FRFA)
prepared for this action may be obtained

from NMFS, Alaska Region, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668, Attn:
Lori Durall, or by calling (907) 586—
7228.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeff
Hartman, NMFS, Alaska Region, 907—
586—8743 or jeff.hartman@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
exclusive economic zone of the BSAI
under the FMP. The North Pacific
Fishery Management Council (Council)
prepared the FMP under the authority of
the Magnuson-Stevens Act (16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.). Regulations implementing
the FMP appear at 50 CFR part 679.
General regulations governing U.S.
fisheries also appear at 50 CFR part 600.

Purpose and Need for Amendment 75

The Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996
(Public Law 104—297) effected
numerous amendments to the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, including the
addition of a new National Standard 9.
This standard requires that conservation
and management measures, to the extent
practicable, (A) minimize bycatch and,
to the extent bycatch cannot be avoided,
(B) minimize the mortality of such
bycatch. In response to National
Standard 9 the Council adopted a
regulatory program in 1997 to reduce
the amount of groundfish discards in
the groundfish fisheries off Alaska. This
program, known as the Improved
Retention/Improved Utilization (IR/IU)
Program, was adopted as Amendment
49 to the FMP. The IR/IU program
requires that vessels fishing for
groundfish in Alaska retain all pollock
and Pacific cod beginning in 1998 when
directed fishing for those species is
open. Under Amendment 49, the IR/IU
program expanded on January 1, 2003,
to include all rock sole and yellowfin
sole in the BSAI (flatfish IR/IU).

As the effective date of flatfish IR/IU
approached, industry representatives
testified to the Council that some sectors
of the BSAI trawl fleet would not be
able to accommodate full retention and
utilization of rocksole and yellowfin
sole due to insufficient markets and/or
processing constraints and costs. Thus,
flatfish IR/IU would force vessel owners
to choose to no longer participate in the
BSALI fisheries. In response, the Council
initiated an analysis to assess these
concerns and whether alternative
management programs could be
implemented by January 1, 2003, to
reduce discard rates while still
providing for historical participation in
the BSAI fisheries.

In October 2002, the Council
concluded that while several alternative
proposals under consideration showed
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