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would not operate to the disadvantage 
of the listed species which are the 
subject of the permits; and (3) are 
consistent with the purposes and 
policies set forth in section 2 of the 
ESA. Authority to take listed species is 
subject to conditions set forth in the 
permits. Permits and modifications are 
issued in accordance with and are 
subject to the ESA and NMFS 
regulations governing listed fish and 
wildlife permits (50 CFR parts 222–226).

Those individuals requesting a 
hearing on an application listed in this 
notice should set out the specific 
reasons why a hearing on that 
application would be appropriate (see 
ADDRESSES). The holding of such a 
hearing is at the discretion of the 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, 
NMFS. All statements and opinions 
contained in the permit action 
summaries are those of the applicant 
and do not necessarily reflect the views 
of NMFS.

Species Covered in This Notice

This notice is relevant to the 
following two threatened salmonid 
ESUs: threatened Central California 
Coast coho salmon O. kisutch and 
threatened Central California Coast 
steelhead O. mykiss.

Modification Request Received

Cressey and Associates requests a 
modification to permit 1097 for takes of 
juvenile ESA-listed coho salmon and 
steelhead associated with studies 
monitoring the ecology of salmonids in 
Austin Creek, a tributary of the Russian 
River in Sonoma County, CA. Cressey 
and Associates has proposed using 
electrofishing and snorkel surveys. 
Presently, permit 1097 authorizes take 
of adult and juvenile Central California 
Coast coho salmon, Southern Oregon/
Northern California Coasts coho salmon, 
and Southern California steelhead 
associated with various scientific 
research projects in California. Without 
modification, permit 1097 expires June 
30, 2003. This requested modification 
would add authorization for research 
activities in the Russian River 
watershed and extend the expiration of 
permit 1097 until June 30, 2008.

Dated: March 28, 2003. 

Phil Williams,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–7968 Filed 4–1–03; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Puget Sound Treaty 
Tribes and the Washington Department 
of Fish and Wildlife submitted to 
NMFS, pursuant to the protective 
regulations promulgated for Puget 
Sound chinook salmon under the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), a jointly 
developed Resource Management Plan 
(RMP). The RMP specifies the future 
management of commercial, recreational 
and tribal salmon fisheries potentially 
affecting listed Puget Sound chinook 
salmon from May 1, 2003, through April 
30, 2004. This document serves to notify 
the public of the availability for 
comment of the proposed evaluation of 
the Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) 
as to how the RMP addresses the criteria 
in the ESA.
DATES: Written comments on the 
Secretary’s proposed evaluation must be 
received at the appropriate address or 
fax number (see ADDRESSES) no later 
than 5 p.m. Pacific Daylight Time on 
April 17, 2003.
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
requests for copies of the proposed 
evaluation should be addressed to Keith 
Schultz, Sustainable Fisheries Division, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 7600 
Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115–
0070. Comments may also be sent via 
fax to 206/526–6736. The document is 
also available on the internet at http://
www.nwr.noaa.gov/. Comments will not 
be accepted if submitted via e-mail or 
the internet.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Susan Bishop, Puget Sound Team 
Leader, at phone number: 206/526–
4587, or e-mail: susan.bishop@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice is relevant to the Puget Sound 
chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha) Evolutionarily Significant 
Unit (ESU).

Background

The Puget Sound Treaty Tribes and 
the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife have provided to NMFS a 
jointly developed Resource Management 

Plan for Puget Sound chinook salmon. 
The RMP encompasses fisheries within 
the area defined by the Puget Sound 
Chinook Salmon ESU, as well as the 
western Strait of Juan de Fuca, which is 
not within the ESU. Harvest objectives 
specified in the RMP account for 
fisheries-related mortality throughout 
the migratory range of Puget Sound 
chinook salmon from Oregon and 
Washington to Southeast Alaska. The 
RMP also includes implementation, 
monitoring and evaluation procedures 
designed to ensure fisheries are 
consistent with these objectives.

As required by 50 CFR 223.203(b)(6) 
of the ESA 4(d) rule (50 CFR 223.203), 
the Secretary must determine pursuant 
to 50 CFR 223.209 and pursuant to the 
government-to-government processes 
therein whether the RMP for Puget 
Sound chinook salmon would 
appreciably reduce the likelihood of 
survival and recovery of the Puget 
Sound chinook salmon and other 
affected threatened ESUs. The Secretary 
must consider how the RMP addresses 
the criteria in 50 CFR 223.203(b)(4) in 
making that determination.

Authority

Under section 4(d) of the ESA, 16 
U.S.C. 1533(d), the Secretary is required 
to adopt such regulations as he deems 
necessary and advisable for the 
conservation of the species listed as 
threatened. The ESA salmon and 
steelhead 4(d) rule (65 FR 42422, July 
10, 2000) specifies categories of 
activities that contribute to the 
conservation of listed salmonids or are 
governed by a program that adequately 
limits impacts on listed salmonids, and 
sets out the criteria for such activities. 
The rule further provides that the 
prohibitions of paragraph (a) of the rule 
do not apply to actions undertaken in 
compliance with a resource 
management plan developed jointly 
within the continuing jurisdiction of 
United States v. Washington by the 
Puget Sound Treaty Tribes and the State 
of Washington (joint plan) and 
determined by the Secretary to be in 
accordance with the provisions of 50 
CFR 223.203(b)(6).

A condensed 15–day written 
comment period on the Secretary’s 
proposed evaluation is necessary given 
the short time between the submission 
of the Resource Management Plan to 
NMFS on February 21, 2003, and the 
start of the fishing season on May 1, 
2003.
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Dated: March 28, 2003.
Phil Williams,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–7965 Filed 4–1–03; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr. 
Terrie Williams, Long Marine Lab, 
Institute of Marine Sciences, University 
of California at Santa Cruz, 100 Shaffer 
Road, Santa Cruz, CA 95060, has 
requested an amendment to scientific 
research Permit No. 984–1587–02.
DATES: Written or telefaxed comments 
must be received on or before May 2, 
2003.
ADDRESSES: The amendment request 
and related documents are available for 
review upon written request or by 
appointment in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 713–2289; fax (301) 713–0376; and

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West 
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, 
CA 90802–4213; phone (562)980–4001; 
fax (562)980–4018.

Written comments or requests for a 
public hearing on this request should be 
submitted to the Chief, Permits, 
Conservation and Education Division, 
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those 
individuals requesting a hearing should 
set forth the specific reasons why a 
hearing on this particular amendment 
request would be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by 
facsimile at (301) 713–0376, provided 
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy 
submitted by mail and postmarked no 
later than the closing date of the 
comment period. Please note that 
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or other electronic media.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Amy Sloan or Ruth Johnson, (301) 713–
2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject amendment to Permit No. 984–
1587–02, issued on May 10, 2002 (67 FR 
35102), is requested under the authority 
of the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et 
seq.), and the Regulations Governing the 
Taking and Importing of Marine 
Mammals (50 CFR part 216).

Permit No. 984–1587–02 authorizes 
the permit holder to examine the 
physiological responses of two adult 
male dolphins (Tursiops truncatus) and 
three adult female California sea lions 
(Zalophus californianus) during 
swimming and diving. Testing involves 
measuring locomotor, thermal, and 
maintenance costs using voluntary 
behaviors through training at Long 
Marine Laboratory. Types of take for 
dolphins and sea lions include open 
flow respirometry, swimming, and 
voluntary breath holding. For the female 
sea lions, mating with an adult male on 
temporary loan, ultrasound, blood, milk, 
saliva, fecal, and urine sampling is also 
authorized to monitor pregnancy and 
test the hypothesis that physiological 
adaptations for the marine environment 
result in elevated energetic costs in 
otariids compared to terrestrial 
mammals.

This amendment request is to 
supplement the current research 
program on otariid reproductive 
energetics with two pregnant adult 
female California sea lions, which are to 
be transferred to the pinniped facility at 
Long Marine Laboratory, University of 
California at Santa Cruz for short-term 
holding (up to 16 months). These 
additions will allow the Permit Holder 
to fulfill the intent of the original 
permit, which is to evaluate the 
energetics of pregnant and lactating sea 
lions. These steps are necessary due to 
the non-pregnant status of the three sea 
lions identified in the original permit. 
All animals will follow the research 
protocols of the original permit. 
Additional research requested includes 
1) the measurement of assimilation 
efficiency by dietary manganese, and 2) 
inclusion of the offspring in non-
intrusive metabolic trials.

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of this 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: March 20, 2003.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–7961 Filed 4–1–03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 030603A]

Endangered Species; File No. 1375

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr. 
Thomas J. Kwak, U.S. Geological 
Survey, North Carolina Cooperative Fish 
and Wildlife Research Unit, Box 7617, 
201 David Clark Labs, North Carolina 
State University, Raleigh, NC 27695–
7617 has been issued a permit to take 
shortnose sturgeon, Acipenser 
brevirostrum, for purposes of scientific 
research.
ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 713–2289; fax (301) 713–0376; 
and,

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721 
Executive Center Drive North, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33702–2432; phone (727) 
570–5301; fax (727) 570–5320.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jennifer Jefferies or Gene Nitta, (301) 
713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April 
18, 2002, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (67 FR 19166) that a 
request for a scientific research permit 
to take shortnose sturgeon, had been 
submitted by the above-named Dr. 
Thomas J. Kwak. The requested permit 
has been issued under the authority of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
and the regulations governing the 
taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR parts 222–226).

Restoring the shornose sturgeon 
population in the Roanoke/Albemarle 
River system in North Carolina is being 
considered; however, habitat suitability
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