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enrolled in VISA, eligible VISA 
applicants will be required to execute a 
joint VISA Enrollment Contract (VEC) 
with the DOD (Military Traffic 
Management Command (MTMC) and 
Military Sealift Command (MSC)) which 
will specify the participant’s Stage III 
commitment for FY 2004. Once the VEC 
is completed, the applicant completes 
the DOD contracting process by 
executing a Drytime Contingency 
Contract (DCC) with MSC (for Charter 
Operators) and/or as applicable, a VISA 
Contingency Contract (VCC) with 
MTMC (for Liner Operators). Upon 
completion of the DOD contingency 
contract(s), the Maritime Administrator 
will confirm the participant’s 
enrollment by letter agreement, with a 
copy to all appropriate parties. 

For Additional Information and 
Applications Contact: Frances M. Olsen, 
Deputy Director, Office of Sealift 
Support, U.S. Maritime Administration, 
Room 7307, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone (202) 
366–2323. Fax (202) 493–2180. Other 
information about the VISA can be 
found on MARAD’s Internet Web page 
at http://www.marad.dot.gov.

By Order of the Maritime Administrator.
Dated: April 24, 2003. 

Joel C. Richard, 
Secretary, Maritime Administration.
[FR Doc. 03–10579 Filed 4–29–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–81–P
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National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration 

[Docket No. NHTSA 2002–13811; Notice 1] 

Ford Motor Company; Receipt of 
Application for Decision of 
Inconsequential Noncompliance 

Ford Motor Company (Ford) has 
determined that certain 2003 Model 
Year Econoline Cargo Vans are 
equipped with convex passenger-side 
mirrors that fail to meet the 
requirements of Federal Motor Vehicle 
Safety Standard (FMVSS) No. 111 
‘‘Rearview mirrors.’’ 

Pursuant to 49 U.S.C. 30118(d) and 
30120(h), Ford has applied for a 
determination that this noncompliance 
is inconsequential to motor vehicle 
safety and has filed an appropriate 
report pursuant to 49 CFR part 573, 
‘‘Defect and Noncompliance Reports.’’ 

This notice of receipt of an 
application is published under 49 
U.S.C. 30118 and 30120 and does not 
represent any agency decision or other 

exercise of judgment concerning the 
merits of the application. 

Ford manufactured 2,330 vans with 
convex passenger-side mirrors. 
Paragraph S6.1 of the standard requires 
that multipurpose passenger vehicles, 
trucks, and buses with a gross vehicle 
weight rating of 4,536 kg or less have 
either mirrors that conform to paragraph 
S5 or outside mirrors of unit 
magnification. Paragraph S5, in essence, 
applies to vehicles with an inside 
rearview mirror. Because these vehicles 
do not have a rear window, they have 
no inside rearview mirror and, thus, are 
required by S6.1(b) to have passenger-
side mirrors of unit magnification. 

Ford believes that this noncompliance 
is inconsequential to motor vehicle 
safety, and therefore creates no 
unreasonable risk to highway safety for 
the following reasons: 

I. The Original Agency Purpose for 
Restricting the Use of Convex Mirrors is 
No Longer Necessary 

Twenty years ago, following several 
years of research into the safety benefit 
of convex mirrors, NHTSA amended 
FMVSS 111 to allow the use of convex 
passenger side mirrors on passenger 
cars, light trucks, and multipurpose 
passenger vehicles, to supplement an 
inside rearview mirror that does not 
meet the field of view requirements of 
S5.1.1. As stated in the agency’s final 
rule comments, previous to the 
amendment there had been concerns 
regarding the effect of convex mirrors on 
depth perception because of drivers’ 
unfamiliarity, at the time, with convex 
mirrors. Currently, with 20 years of 
experience with convex mirrors, drivers 
are very familiar with their function and 
are now very accustomed to the benefits 
of convex mirrors. 

II. Studies Show a Safety Benefit Using 
Convex Mirrors 

Ford Econoline Study 

Ford conducted field of view studies 
with respect to flat and convex 
passenger side mirrors on affected 
Econoline Cargo Vans. Not surprisingly, 
these studies demonstrate the enhanced 
traffic detection provided with convex 
passenger side mirrors. The field of 
view maps [included with Ford’s 
petition] show that convex passenger 
side mirrors provide a 19.5-degree field 
of view vs. a 5-degree field of view with 
flat mirrors. Passenger side mirror image 
comparisons of convex and planar 
mirrors [included with Ford’s petition] 
illustrate the enhanced traffic detection 
provided by convex mirrors. With a 
convex passenger side mirror the driver 
will be able to detect a vehicle in the 

next lane even if the vehicle is as far 
forward as the passenger side window, 
while the driver of a vehicle with a flat 
passenger side mirror, as required by S6, 
cannot see the vehicle until it is almost 
20 feet behind the vehicle. 

NHTSA Study 

In September 1985, NHTSA published 
report DOT HS 806 948, ‘‘Field Test 
Evaluation of Rearview Mirror Systems 
for Commercial Vehicles,’’ regarding a 
two-year evaluation of experimental 
rearview mirror systems which showed 
that commercial vehicles with a convex 
passenger side mirror had a 17.6% 
reduction in accidents over vehicles 
with OEM flat passenger side mirrors. 
The report concluded that the analysis 
strongly supported the installation of 
single convex passenger side mirrors on 
commercial vehicles. 

III. No Evidence of Negative Safety 
Consequences With Convex Mirrors 

Ford is not aware of any field or 
owner reports or allegations of accidents 
or injuries related to this condition. 
[Ford believes] that the increased 
rearward visibility using a convex 
mirror and the extensive use of convex 
mirrors in the field can result in a 
reduction of lane change and right hand 
turn accidents. 

IV. Other Countries Safely Permit 
Convex Mirrors 

As the agency is aware, convex 
passenger side rearview mirrors are 
allowed in Canada, Europe, Australia, 
and other countries including those 
vehicles without an interior rear view 
mirror. Below is a summary of relevant 
regulations in these countries: 

Canadian Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 
Standard 111 

Section (6)—An outside rear view 
mirror referred to in paragraph (7)(b) or 
subsection (26) or (27) that is installed 
on the side of the vehicle opposite the 
driver’s may be convex if its reflective 
surface area is equal to or greater than 
the reflective surface area that a unit 
magnification mirror must have in 
accordance with that paragraph or 
subsection. 

Subsection (26)(b) states that 
multipurpose passenger vehicles, trucks 
and buses, with a GVWR of 4,536 kg or 
less, other than school buses, shall have 
on each side of the vehicle, an outside 
rearview mirror which has not less than 
125 cm of reflective surface area located 
so as to provide the driver with a view 
to the rear along both sides of the 
vehicle. 
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EEC Directive 71/127 

Annex I Section 3.1 permits either flat 
or spherically convex rearview mirrors. 

Annex II Section 2.1.2 requires Class 
II exterior mirrors if an interior rearview 
mirror does not provide any rearward 
vision. 

Additionally, Section 2.1.4 requires a 
supplemental wide angle mirror if the 
Class II exterior rearview mirror is not 
convex. 

Australian Design Rule 14/02 

Section 14.2.3.2.2—Passenger side 
external rearview mirrors may be flat or 
convex. 

Section 14.2.3.2.3—For convex 
mirrors, the reflective surface area is 
equal to or greater than that of a flat 
mirror required to meet the field of view 
requirements set out in S14.2.3.1. 

Interested persons are invited to 
submit written data, views, and 
arguments on the application described 
above. Comments should refer to the 
docket and notice number and be 
submitted to: U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Docket Management, 
Room PL–401, 400 Seventh Street, SW., 
Washington, DC, 20590. It is requested 
that two copies be submitted. 

All comments received before the 
close of business on the closing date 
indicated below will be considered. The 
application and supporting materials, 
and all comments received after the 
closing date, will also be filed and will 
be considered to the extent possible. 

When the application is granted or 
denied, the notice will be published in 
the Federal Register pursuant to the 
authority indicated below. Comment 
closing date: May 30, 2003.
(49 U.S.C. 301118, 301120; delegations of 
authority at 49 CFR 1.50 and 501.8)

Issued on: April 17, 2003. 
Stephen R. Kratzke, 
Associate Administrator for Rulemaking.
[FR Doc. 03–10052 Filed 4–29–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–59–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Research and Special Programs 
Administration Office of Hazardous 
Materials Safety; Notice of 
Applications for Exemptions

AGENCY: Research and Special Programs 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: List of applicants for 
exemptions. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
procedures governing the application 
for, and the processing of, exemptions 
from the Department of Transportation’s 
Hazardous Materials Regulations (49 
CFR part 107, subpart B), notice is 
hereby given that the Office of 
Hazardous Materials Safety has received 
the applications described herein. Each 
mode of transportation for which a 
particular exemption is requested is 
indicated by a number in the ‘‘Nature of 

Application’’ portion of the table below 
as follows: 1—Motor vehicle, 2—Rail 
freight, 3—Cargo vessel, 4—Cargo 
aircraft only, 5—Passenger-carrying 
aircraft.

DATES: Comments must be received on 
or before May 30, 2003.

ADDRESS COMMENTS TO: Records Center, 
Research and Special Programs 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Washington, DC 20590. 

Comments should refer to the 
application number and be submitted in 
triplicate. If confirmation of receipt of 
comments is desired, include a self-
addressed stamped postcard showing 
the exemption application number.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Copies of the applications (See Docket 
Number) are available for inspection at 
the New Docket Management Facility, 
PL–401, at the U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Nassif Building, 400 7th 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20590 or at 
http://dms.dot.gov.

This notice of receipt of applications 
for new exemptions is published in 
accordance with part 107 of the Federal 
hazardous materials transportation law 
(49 U.S.C. 5117(b); 49 CFR 1.53(b)).

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 25, 
2003. 
R. Ryan Posten, 
Exemptions Program Officer, Office of 
Hazardous Materials Exemptions and 
Approvals.

NEW EXEMPTIONS 

Application No. Docket No. Applicant Regulation(s) affected Nature of exemption thereof 

13219–N ............ RSPA–03–
14969 

Solvay Interox, Inc. 
Houston, TX.

49 CFR 172.302(c), 
173.31(d)(1)(vi).

To authorize the transportation in commerce of 
DOT specification tank cars containing Division 
5.1 and 5.2 hazardous materials without remov-
ing the frangible disc. (mode 2) 

13220–N ............ RSPA–03–
14968 

Advanced Technology 
Materials, Inc. (ATMI) 
Danbury, CT.

49 CFR 173.301, 
173.302, 173.304, 
173.315.

To authorize the transportation in commerce of 
non-DOT specification cylinders containing cer-
tain compressed gases absorbed onto a micro-
porous substance and transported at sub-atmos-
pheric pressure. (mode 1) 

13221–N ............ RSPA–03–
14967

ToxCo, Inc. Oak Ridge, 
TN.

49 CFR 173.211, 
173.244.

To authorize the one-time, one-way transportation 
in commerce of solidified sodium metal in certain 
non-DOT specification non-bulk and bulk pack-
ages. (mode 1) 

13222–N ............ RSPA–03–
14971

Unilever Bestfoods En-
glewood Cliffs, NJ.

49 CFR 173.306(a), 
173.306(a)(3)(v).

To authorize the manufacture, mark, sale and use 
of a non-DOT specification, non-refillable plastic 
aerosol container filled with compressed gas and 
a non-hazardous material. (modes 1, 2, 3, 4) 

13225–N ............ RSPA–03–
14996

Quantum Technologies 
Irvine, CA.

49 CFR 173.301(f), 
173.302(a).

To authorize the transportation in commerce of hy-
drogen and compressed natural gas in non-DOT 
specification carbon filament wound reinforced 
polymer lined composite cylinders. (modes 1, 2, 
3) 
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