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information collection should be sent to 
TRICARE Management Activity—
Aurora, Appeals, Hearings and Claims 
Collection Division, 16401 E. Centretch 
Pkwy., Attn: Donald F. Wagner, Aurora, 
CO 80011–9066.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
request more information on this 
proposed information collection, please 
write to the above address or call 
TRICARE Management Activity, 
Appeals, Hearings and Claims 
Collection Division at (303) 676–3411. 

Title, Associated Form, and OMB 
Number: Professional Qualifications 
Medical/Peer Reviewers, CHAMPUS 
Form 780, OMB Number 0720–0005. 

Needs and Uses: The information 
collection requirement is necessary to 
obtain and record the professional 
qualifications of medical and peer 
reviewers utilized within CHAMPUS. 
The form is included as an exhibit in an 
appeal or hearing case file as evidence 
of the reviewer’s professional 
qualifications to review the medical 
documentation contained in the case 
file. 

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit. 

Annual Burden Hours: 15. 
Annual Number of Respondents: 60. 
Responses per Respondent: 1. 
Average Burden per Response: 15 

minutes. 

Frequency: On occasion.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Summary of Information Collection 

Respondents are medical 
professionals who provide medical and 
peer review of cases appealed to the 
Office of Appeals, Hearings and Claims 
Collection Division, TRICARE 
Management Activity. CHAMPUS Form 
780 records the professional 
qualifications of the medical/peer 
reviewer. The completed form is 
included as an exhibit in the appeal or 
hearing case file, and documents for 
anyone reviewing the file, the 
professional qualifications of the 
medical professional who review the 
case. If the form is not included in the 
case file, individuals reviewing the file 
will not have ready access to the 
qualifications of the reviewing medical 
professional. Having qualified 
professionals provide medical and peer 
review is essential in maintaining the 
integrity of the appeal and hearing 
process.

Dated: September 22, 2003. 
Patricia L. Toppings, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense.
[FR Doc. 03–24439 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 5001–08–M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary 

[Transmittal No. 03–36] 

36(b)(1) Arms Sales Notification

AGENCY: Department of Defense, Defense 
Security Cooperation Agency.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of Defense is 
publishing the unclassified text of a 
section 36(b)(1) arms sales notification. 
This is published to fulfill the 
requirements of section 155 of Public 
Law 104–164 dated 21 July 1996.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
J. Hurd, DSCA/COMPT/RM, (703) 604–
6575. 

The following is a copy of a letter to 
the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Transmittal 03–36 with 
attached transmittal, policy justification, 
and Sensitivity of Technology.

Dated: September 17, 2003. 

Patricia L. Toppings, 
Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison 
Officer, Department of Defense.
BILLING CODE 5001–08–M
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[FR Doc. 03–24437 Filed 9–26–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 5001–08–C

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Office of the Secretary 

TRICARE (Formerly Known as the 
Civilian Health and Medical Program of 
the Uniformed Services (CHAMPUS)); 
Fiscal Year 2004 Mental Health Rate 
Updates

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, DoD.
ACTION: Notice of updated mental health 
per diem rates. 

SUMMARY: This notice provides for the 
updating of hospital-specific per diem 
rates for high volumes providers and 
regional per diem rates for low volume 
providers; the updated cap per diem for 
high volume providers; the beneficiary 
per diem cost-share amount for low 
volume providers for FY 2004 under the 
TRICARE Mental Health Per Diem 
Payment System; and the updated per 
diem rates for both full-day and half-day 
TRICARE Partial Hospitalization 
Programs for fiscal year 2004.

EFFECTIVE DATE: The fiscal year 2004 
rates contained in this notice are 
effective for services occurring on or 
after October 1, 2003.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Stan 
Regensberg, Office of Medical Benefits 
and Reimbursement Systems, TRICARE 
Management Activity, telephone (303) 
676–3742.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The final 
rule published in the Federal Register 
on September 6, 1988, (53 FR 34285) set 
forth reimbursement changes that were 
effective for all inpatient hospital 
admission in psychiatric hospitals and 
exempt psychiatric units occurring on 
or after January 1, 1989. The final rule 
published in the Federal Register on 
July 1, 1993, (58 FR 35–400) set forth 
maximum per diem rates for all partial 
hospitalization admissions on or after 
September 29, 1993. Included in these 
final rules were provisions for updating 
reimbursement rates for each federal 
fiscal year. As stated in the final rules, 
each per diem shall be updated by the 
Medicare update factor for hospitals and 
units exempt from the Medicare 
Prospective Payment System. For fiscal 

year 2004, Medicare has recommended 
a rate of increase of 3.4 percent for 
hospitals and units excluded from the 
prospective payment system. TRICARE 
will adopt this update factor for FY 
2004 as the final update factor. 
Hospitals and units with hospital-
specific rates (hospitals and units with 
high TRICARE volume) and regional 
specific rates for psychiatric hospitals 
and units with low TRICARE volume 
will have their TRICARE rates for FY 
2003 updates by 3.4 percent for FY 
2004. Partial hospitalization rates for 
full day and half day programs will also 
be updated by 3.4 percent for FY 2004. 
The cap amount for high volume 
hospitals and units will also be updated 
by the 3.4 percent for FY 2004. The 
beneficiary cost-share for low volume 
hospitals and units will also be updated 
by the 3.4 percent for FY 2004. 
Consistent with Medicare, the wage 
portion of the regional rate subject to the 
area wage adjustment is 71.56 percent 
for FY 2004. 

The following reflect an update of 3.4 
percent.
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