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5318. Applicants must also send a copy 
to the EPA Regional Brownfields 
Coordinator at the addresses shown in 
Appendix 1 of the October 2003 
Proposal Guidelines. EPA strongly 
encourages applicants to send their 
proposals by express courier or hand 
delivery to the address above to avoid 
potential delays in regular U.S. Postal 
Service mail delivery. Proposals 
received by EMS at the address above 
after 6 p.m. EST March 9, 2004, will not 
be considered.

Dated: February 4, 2004. 
Linda Garczynski, 
Director, Office of Brownfields Cleanup and 
Redevelopment, Office of Solid Waste and 
Emergency Response.
[FR Doc. 04Ð2819 Filed 2Ð9Ð04; 8:45 am] 
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Wetland Program Development Grant 
Guidelines

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Solicitation of applications.

SUMMARY: Wetland Program 
Development Grants (WPDGs) provide 
eligible applicants an opportunity to 
conduct projects that promote the 
coordination and acceleration of 
research, investigations, experiments, 
training, demonstrations, surveys, and 
studies relating to the causes, effects, 
extent, prevention, reduction, and 
elimination of water pollution. While 
WPDGs submitted for this competition 
can continue to be used by recipients to 
build and refine any element of a 
comprehensive wetland program, 
emphasis for the competition will be 
given to funding projects that address 
the three areas identified by EPA: (1) 
Developing a comprehensive monitoring 
and assessment program; (2) improving 
the effectiveness of compensatory 
mitigation; and (3) refining the 
protection of vulnerable wetlands and 
aquatic resources. States, Tribes, local 
governments (S/T/LGs), interstate 
associations, intertribal consortia, and 
national non-profit, non-governmental 
organizations are eligible to apply for 
the competition. This document 
describes the grant selection and award 
process for eligible applicants interested 
in applying for WPDGs under the 
competitive process.
DATES: The deadline for receipt of 
proposals is set by EPA Headquarters 
and each EPA Regional Office, 

independently. Please contact the 
appropriate Headquarters or Regional 
Office Wetland Grant Coordinator for 
that officesÕ deadline or to confirm a 
deadline. (See Section VII for Agency 
Contact information.) Deadlines will 
also be posted on the EPA Web site at 
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/
grantguidelines/.
ADDRESSES: Application proposals must 
be submitted to the appropriate EPA 
Headquarters or Regional Office and 
postmarked or emailed by the 
appropriate Headquarters or Regional 
Office deadline. Application proposals 
may be submitted electronically, by 
mail, or by hand delivery/courier. 
Applicants interested in being put on a 
mailing list to obtain more details 
should contact the appropriate 
Headquarters or Regional Office 
Wetland Grant Coordinator (see Section 
VII for Agency Contact information).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Connie Cahanap, Office of Wetlands, 
Oceans, and Watersheds, Wetlands 
Division (MC 4502T), U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20460, telephone: (202) 
566Ð1382, fax: (202) 566Ð1349, e-mail: 
cahanap.concepcion@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION : 
Federal Agency Name: US 

Environmental Protection Agency, 
Office of Water, Office of Wetlands, 
Oceans, and Watersheds, Wetlands 
Division. 

Funding Opportunity Title: Wetland 
Program Development Grants. 

Announcement Type: Notice. 
Catalog of Domestic Assistance 

Number: 66.461. 

Overview 

The goals of the Environmental 
Protection AgencyÕs (EPAÕs) wetland 
program include increasing the quantity 
and quality of wetlands in the U.S. by 
conserving and restoring wetland 
acreage and improving wetland health. 
In pursuing these goals, EPA seeks to 
build the capacity of all levels of 
government to develop and implement 
effective, comprehensive programs for 
wetland protection and management. 
The six program areas central to 
achieving these goals are: regulation, 
monitoring and assessment, restoration, 
wetland water quality and watershed 
management, public-private 
partnerships, and coordination among 
agencies with wetland or wetland-
related programs. 

The Wetland Program Development 
Grants (WPDGs), initiated in FY90, 
provide States, Tribes, local 
governments (S/T/LGs), interstate 

associations, intertribal consortia, and 
national non-profit, non-governmental 
organizations (hereafter referred to as 
applicants or recipients) an opportunity 
to carry out projects to develop and 
refine comprehensive wetland 
programs. WPDGs provide eligible 
applicants an opportunity to conduct 
projects that promote the coordination 
and acceleration of research, 
investigations, experiments, training, 
demonstrations, surveys, and studies 
relating to the causes, effects, extent, 
prevention, reduction, and elimination 
of water pollution. 

While WPDGs can continue to be 
used by recipients to build and refine 
any element of a comprehensive 
wetland program, emphasis through the 
competition process will be given to 
funding projects that address these three 
areas as identified by EPA: (1) 
Developing a comprehensive monitoring 
and assessment program; (2) improving 
the effectiveness of compensatory 
mitigation; and (3) refining the 
protection of vulnerable wetlands and 
aquatic resources. States, Tribes, local 
governments (S/T/LGs), interstate 
associations, intertribal consortia are 
eligible to apply. In order to provide 
greater assistance to S/T/LGs, non-
profit, non-governmental organizations 
which undertake activities that advance 
wetland programs on a national basis 
are eligible to apply for WPDG funding. 
Local/regional chapters/affiliations of a 
nonprofit organization are not eligible 
for WPDGs. 

Interest in the grant program has 
continued to grow over the years and 
Congress has appropriated $15 million 
annually to support the wetland grant 
program. Since the Wetland Grant 
Development Program started in FY90, 
grant funds are awarded on a 
competitive basis to support 
development of State and Tribal 
wetland programs. 

The statutory authority for WPDGs is 
section 104(b)(3) of the Clean Water Act 
(CWA). Section 104(b)(3) of the CWA 
restricts the use of these grants to 
developing and refining wetland 
management programs by conducting or 
promoting the coordination and 
acceleration of research, investigations, 
experiments, training, demonstrations, 
surveys, and studies relating to the 
causes, effects, extent, prevention, 
reduction, and elimination of water 
pollution. These competed grants may 
not be used for the operational support 
of wetland programs unless it is 
included in a Performance Partnership 
Grant (PPG). States and Tribes may not 
use WPDG funds for implementation of 
a wetlands program. However, funds 
available for WPDG grants may be 
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