
4536 Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 20 / Friday, January 30, 2004 / Notices 

[FR Doc. 04–2010 Filed 1–29–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–MR–C

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Minerals Management Service 

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS), Alaska 
Region, Norton Basin

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service 
(MMS), Interior.
ACTION: Call for information and 
nominations. 

SUMMARY: The Secretary’s decision to 
consider offering the Norton Basin 
planning area in the OCS Oil and Gas 
Leasing Program for 2002–2007 
provides for an 18-month ‘‘special-
interest’’ process beginning with 
publication of this Call. Based on the 
information and specific nominations 
received as a result of this Call, a 
decision will be made whether to 
proceed with a sale.
DATES: Nominations and comments on 
the Call must be received no later than 
90 days after publication of this 
document in the Federal Register.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Please call Tom Warren at (907) 271–
6691 in MMS’s Alaska OCS Region 
regarding questions on the Call.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
objective of this ‘‘special-interest’’ 
leasing option is to foster exploration in 
a high-cost frontier OCS area remote 
from oil and gas infrastructure without 
investment of the considerable time and 
effort required for holding a typical 
lease sale. The general approach is to 
query industry regarding the level of 
interest in proceeding with a sale in the 
Norton Basin that would offer only very 
small, very focused areas of specific 
interest for exploration and to request 
nominations of such areas. Norton Basin 
may contain quantities of natural gas, 
which might be used for western Alaska 
communities if economically feasible. 
We also request comments from the 
general public on this special-interest 
leasing process, including the terms and 
conditions of a sale. The MMS will 
consider all comments and nominations 
in the decision on whether and where 
within the Norton Basin to proceed with 
leasing and on the terms and conditions 
of a lease sale proposal. A decision to 
offer a nominated area for leasing will 
depend on a commitment from industry 
to explore the area leased within a 
specific time period. 

This is the third Call issued for the 
Norton Basin for this 5-year program. 
The first two Calls were published in 
the Federal Register on January 22, 

2002, and March 25, 2003, respectively. 
No interest was expressed for either 
Call; therefore, the process was stopped 
and deferred to this year. If no interest 
is expressed in response to this third 
Call, the MMS will defer the sale for one 
year and reissue the Call the following 
year. This process will continue 
throughout the 5-year program until 
there is sufficient interest to proceed 
with the planning steps toward a sale. 
Only one round of lease issuance in 
Norton Basin would occur during this 5-
year program. 

This Call does not indicate a 
preliminary decision to lease in the area 
described below. If the MMS decides to 
proceed with the sale process, the MMS 
will make the final decision on the 
specific areas for possible leasing at a 
later date in the presale process and in 
compliance with the 5-year program and 
with applicable laws including all 
requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and 
the OCS Lands Act. The MMS may 
adjust the dimensions of a nominated 
area after discussions with the 
nominating company. 

Call for Information and Nominations 

1. Authority 

This Call is published pursuant to the 
OCS Lands Act, as amended (43 U.S.C. 
1331–1356, [1994]), and the regulations 
issued thereunder (30 CFR part 256 and 
30 CFR part 260); and in accordance 
with the OCS Oil and Gas Leasing 
Program 2002 to 2007, approved June 
27, 2002. 

2. Purpose of Call 

The purpose of the Call is to gather 
preliminary information, to request 
nomination of specific areas of interest 
to industry, and to request comments on 
the terms and conditions of offering 
these special-interest lands. The Call 
also serves to initiate public outreach to 
assist in preparation of the NEPA 
analysis for this proposal. This proposal 
is in keeping with Sec. 102(9) of the 
OCS Lands Act Amendments of 1978, 
which states as a purpose of the statute, 
‘‘* * * to insure that the extent of oil 
and natural gas resources of the OCS is 
assessed at the earliest practicable 
time.’’ The objective of the ‘‘special-
interest’’ leasing process is to encourage 
exploration in a frontier OCS area that 
might contain natural gas for potential 
use in local communities. The sale 
would offer for lease both oil and gas. 

We seek comments, information, and 
nominations on oil and gas leasing, 
exploration, and development and 
production within the Norton Basin 
from all interested parties. We also seek 

comments on the terms, conditions, and 
economic incentives of a sale in the 
Norton Basin. We strongly encourage 
industry and other interested parties to 
contact the MMS, Alaska OCS Region, 
Mr. Tom Warren at (907) 271–6691, 
with questions or to discuss interest in 
the area. This early planning and 
consultation step is particularly 
important to this special-interest lands 
process. The MMS will base its decision 
on whether to proceed with the presale 
process and the terms and conditions of 
a sale on the nominations and other 
information received in response to this 
Call. This process will ensure a decision 
that considers the concerns of all 
respondents in future decisions in this 
leasing process pursuant to the OCSLA 
and regulations at 30 CFR part 256 and 
30 CFR part 260. We encourage 
commenters to submit comments and 
suggestions on the ‘‘special-interest’’ 
leasing process in general.

This Call is being issued in 
accordance with the OCS Oil and Gas 
Leasing Program 2002 to 2007, approved 
June 27, 2002. The program offers one 
sale in the Norton Basin during the 5-
year program. This is the third Call 
issued for the Norton Basin Program 
Area. The first two Calls were published 
in the Federal Register on January 22, 
2002, and March 25, 2003, respectively. 
No interest was expressed for either 
Call. If no interest is expressed in 
response to this third Call, the MMS 
will defer the sale for one year and 
reissue the Call the following year. This 
process will continue throughout the 5-
year program until there is sufficient 
interest to proceed with the planning 
steps toward a sale. Only one round of 
lease issuance in Norton Basin would 
occur during this 5-year program. 

3. Description of Area 
The area subject to this Call is located 

offshore the State of Alaska in the 
northern Bering Sea, west and south off 
the coast of the Seward Peninsula. It 
consists of approximately 4,742 whole 
and partial blocks (about 25 million 
acres). It extends offshore from about 3 
to approximately 320 miles in water 
depths from about 25 feet to 
approximately 650 feet. 

A page-size map of the area 
accompanies this Notice. A large scale 
Call map showing the boundaries of the 
area on a block-by-block basis is 
available without charge from the Public 
Information Office at the address given 
below, or by telephone request at (907) 
271–6438 or 1–800–764–2627. Copies of 
Official Protraction Diagrams (OPDs) are 
also available for $2 each.
Alaska OCS Region, Minerals 

Management Service, 949 East 36th 
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Avenue, Room 308, Anchorage, 
Alaska, 99508–4302, 
akwebmaster@mms.gov. 

4. Instructions on Call 
The Call for Information Map and 

indications of interest and/or comments 
must be submitted to the Regional 
Supervisor, Leasing and Environment, 
at the above address. 

The Call map delineates the area that 
is the subject of this Call. Respondents 
are requested to indicate very specific 
areas of interest in and comment on the 
Federal acreage within the boundaries 
of the Call area that they wish to have 
included in a proposed sale in the 
Norton Basin. 

If you wish to comment, you may 
submit your comments by any one of 
the following methods: 

• You may mail comments to the 
Alaska OCS Region, Minerals 
Management Service, 949 East 36th 
Avenue, Room 308, Anchorage, Alaska 
99508–4302. 

• You may also comment via e-mail 
to callforinformation@mms.gov. Please 
submit Internet comments as an ASCII 
file avoiding the use of special 
characters and any form of encryption. 
Please also include ‘‘Attn: Comments on 
Call for Information and Nominations 
for Proposed 2005 Lease Sale in Norton 
Basin’’ and your name and return 
address in your Internet message. 

• Finally, you may hand deliver 
comments to the Alaska OCS Region, 
Minerals Management Service, 949 East 
36th Avenue, Room 308, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99508–4302. 

Our practice is to make comments, 
including names and addresses of 
respondents, available for public review 
during regular business hours. 
Individual respondents may request that 
we withhold their address from the 
rulemaking record, which we will honor 
to the extent allowable by law. Under 
certain circumstances we can withhold 
a respondent’s identity, as allowable by 
law. If you wish us to withhold your 
name and/or address, you must state 
this prominently at the beginning of 
your comment. However, we will not 
consider anonymous comments. We 
will make all submissions from 
organizations or businesses, and from 
individuals identifying themselves as 
representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses, available 
for public inspection in their entirety. 

A. Areas of Interest to the Oil and Gas 
Industry. Industry must be candid and 
very specific regarding the areas they 
nominate if this process is to succeed. 
The purpose of this process is to 
identify and offer only small-focused 
areas where industry has a significant 
interest in exploration. Nominations 
covering large-scale areas will not be 
helpful in defining these areas. 

Nominations must be depicted on the 
Call map by outlining the area(s) of 
interest along block lines. Nominators 
are asked to submit a list of whole and 
partial blocks nominated (by OPD and 
block number) to facilitate correct 
interpretation of their nominations on 
the Call map. Although the identities of 
those submitting nominations become a 
matter of public record, the individual 
nominations are proprietary 
information. The telephone number and 
name of a person to contact in the 
nominator’s organization for additional 
information should be included in the 
response. This person will be contacted 
to set up a mutually agreeable time and 
place for a meeting with the Alaska OCS 
Regional Office to present their views 
regarding the company’s nominations. 

B. Terms, Conditions, and Economic 
Incentives Pertaining to Lease Issuance. 
We request respondents to comment on 
the terms, conditions, and economic 
incentives pertaining to lease issuance 
for any leases that may be issued as a 
result of a sale in the Norton Basin. The 
MMS is aware of the lack of 
infrastructure and distance from shore 
to some of the blocks in this area and 
will consider these factors in designing 
any incentives. The following are being 
considered for use in this sale:
—Lease term of 10 years 
—Submission of an exploration plan 

within 8 years of lease issuance 
—Economic incentives similar in form 

to those contained in the Notice of 
Sale for Beaufort Sea Sale 186 (68 
FR 50549). Incentives for Beaufort 
Sea Sale 186 were: 

—Royalty suspension volumes for oil 
production (with possible 
consideration for gas) 

—Reduced rental rates 
—Lower minimum bid requirements
C. Relation to Coastal Management 

Plans (CMPs). We also seek comments 
on potential conflicts with approved 
local CMPs that may result from the 
proposed sale and future OCS oil and 

gas activities. These comments should 
identify specific CMP policies of 
concern, the nature of the conflicts 
foreseen, and steps that MMS could take 
to avoid or mitigate the potential 
conflicts. Comments may be in terms of 
broad areas or restricted to particular 
blocks of concern. We request 
commenters to list block numbers or 
outline the subject area on the large-
scale Call map. 

5. Use of Information From Call 

Information submitted in response to 
this Call will be used for several 
purposes. We will use responses to:
—Determine whether to proceed with a 

competitive oil and gas lease sale in 
Norton Basin 

—Identify specific areas of interest for 
oil and/or gas exploration and 
development 

—Identify environmental effects and 
potential use conflicts 

—Assist in the public outreach for the 
environmental analysis 

—Develop possible alternatives to the 
proposed action 

—Develop lease terms and conditions/
mitigating measures 

—Identify potential conflicts between 
oil and gas activities and the Alaska 
CMP 

6. Existing Information 

An extensive environmental, social, 
and economic studies program has been 
underway in the Alaska OCS Region 
since 1976, including studies in this 
area. The emphasis has been on geologic 
mapping, environmental 
characterization of biologically sensitive 
habitats, endangered whales and marine 
mammals, physical oceanography, 
ocean-circulation modeling, and 
ecological and socio-cultural effects of 
oil and gas activities. 

The MMS has had one past sale in the 
Norton Basin area. In March 1983, Sale 
57 was held and resulted in 59 leases 
being issued. There were six exploratory 
wells drilled, but all have been 
permanently plugged and abandoned. 
All 59 leases have been relinquished or 
expired. The Alaska OCS Region 
document ‘‘Undiscovered Oil and Gas 
Resources, Alaska Federal Offshore, 
December 2000 Update’’ (http://
www.mms.gov/alaska/re/uogr/uogr.pdf), 
estimates the undiscovered 
conventionally recoverable resources at:
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Area 
Oil and NGL (BBO) GAS (TCFG) BOE (BBO) 

MPhc 
F95 Mean F05 F95 Mean F05 F95 Mean F05

NORTON BASIN .... 0.00 0.05 (NGL) 0.15 0.00 2.71 8.74 0.00 0.53 1.70 0.72

BBO, billions of barrels of oil and natural gas liquids; TCFG, trillions of cubic feet; BOE, total oil and gas in billions of energy-equivalent barrels 
(5,620 cubic feet of gas=1 energy-equivalent barrel of oil); reported MEAN, resource quantities at the mean in cumulative probability distributions; 
F95, the resource quantity having a 95-percent probability of being met or exceeded; F05, the resource quantity having a 5-percent probability of 
being met or exceeded; MPhc, marginal probability for hydrocarbons for basin, i.e., chance for the existence of at least one pool of undiscovered, 
conventionally recoverable hydrocarbons somewhere in the basin. Resource quantities shown are risked, that is, they are the product of mul-
tiplication of conditional resources and Mphc. All liquid resources in Norton basin are natural gas liquids that would only be recovered by natural 
gas production. 

Information on the studies program, 
completed studies, and a program status 
report for continuing studies in this area 
may be obtained from the Chief, 
Environmental Studies Section, Alaska 
OCS Region, by telephone request at 
(907) 271–6577, or by written request at 

the address stated under Description of 
Area. A request may also be made via 
the Alaska OCS Region Web site at 
http://www.mms.gov/alaska/ref/
pubindex/pubsindex.htm.

7. Tentative Schedule 

If MMS receives specific nominations 
from industry in response to this Call 
and decides to proceed with the pre-sale 
process, the following is a list of 
tentative milestone dates applicable to a 
Norton Basin sale in 2005:

Tentative process milestones for proposed 2005 Norton Basin Sale 

Call published/public outreach initiated .................................................... January 2004. 
Comments due on Call ............................................................................. April 2004. 
Decision whether to proceed/Area Identification ...................................... May 2004. 
NEPA analysis .......................................................................................... February 2005. 
Consistency Determination/Proposed Notice of Sale .............................. April 2005. 
Governor’s Comments due ...................................................................... June 2005. 
Final Notice of Sale published ................................................................. August 2005. 
Sale ........................................................................................................... September 2005. 

Approved: 
Dated: January 20, 2004. 

R.M. ‘‘Johnnie’’ Burton, 
Director, Minerals Management Service.
BILLING CODE 4310–MR–P
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[FR Doc. 04–2011 Filed 1–29–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–MR–C

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR

Office of the Secretary 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

January 21, 2004
The Department of Labor (DOL) has 

submitted the following public 
information collection requests (ICRs) to 
the Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) for review and approval in 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub. L. 104–13, 
44 U.S.C. chapter 35). A copy of each 
ICR, with applicable supporting 
documentation, may be obtained by 
contacting the Department of Labor. To 
obtain documentation, contact Ira Mills 
on 202–693–4122 (this is not a toll-free 
number) or e-mail: mills.ira@dol.gov.

Comments should be sent to Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Attn: OMB Desk Officer for the 
Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Office of Management 
and Budget, Room 10235, Washington, 
DC 20503, 202–395–7316 (this is not a 
toll-free number), within 30 days from 
the date of this publication in the 
Federal Register. 

The OMB is particularly interested in 
comments which: 

• Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; 

• Evaluate the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; 

• Enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and 

• Minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on those who 
are to respond, including through the 
use of appropriate automated, 
electronic, mechanical, or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submission of 
responses. 

Agency: Employee Benefits Security 
Administration. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Title: Employee Benefit Plan Claims 
Procedures under the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 
(ERISA). 

OMB Number: 1210–0053. 
Affected Public: Individuals or 

household; Business or other for-profit; 
Not-for-profit institutions. 

Type of Response: Recordkeeping; 
Third party disclosure. 

Frequency: On Occasion. 
Number of Respondents: 6,700,000. 
Annual Responses: 18,000,000. 
Total Burden: 336,200. 
Total Annualized Capital/Startup 

Costs: $0. 
Total Annual Costs (operating/

maintaining systems or purchasing 
services): $90,582,000. 

Description: This collection 
requirements are intended to insure that 
participants’ claims for benefits are 
given a full and fair review, and that 
claimants are provided with enough 
information to understand and request a 
review of claims decisions. The 
regulation (29 CFR 2560.503–1), which 
clarifies the statutory provisions, 
requires that every claimant who is 
denied a claim shall be provided with 
written or electronic notice which 
contains the specific reasons for denial, 
a reference to the relevant plan 
provisions on which the denial is based, 
a description of steps to be taken if the 
participant or beneficiary wishes to 
appeal the denial. The regulation also 
requires that any adverse decision upon 
review shall be in writing or by 
electronic notice and shall include 
specific reasons for the decision as well 
as references to relevant plan 
provisions.

Agency: Employee Benefits Security 
Administration. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Title: Prohibited Transaction 
Exemption 80–83—Securities Purchases 
for Debt Reduction of Retirement. 

OMB Number: 1210–0064. 
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit; Individuals or household; Not-
for-profit institutions. 

Type of Response: Recordkeeping; 
Third party disclosure. 

Frequency: On occasion. 
Number of Respondents: 25. 
Annual Responses: 25. 
Total Burden: 2. 
Total Annualized Capital/Startup 

Costs: $0. 
Total Annual Costs (operating/

maintaining systems or purchasing 
services); $0. 

Description: This class exemption 
allows employee benefit plans to 
purchase securities to reduce or retire 
indebtedness to a party in interest. 
These transactions would otherwise be 
prohibited under ERISA’s prohibited 
transaction provision. Thus, without the 
relief provided by the class exemption, 

a standard type of financial/business 
transaction between financial service 
providers and employee benefit plans 
would be barred. Such a result would 
not be in the best interest of the plan, 
its participants and beneficiaries, or the 
financial services industry.

Agency: Employee Benefits Security 
Administration. 

Type: Extension of a currently 
approved collection. 

Title: Prohibited Transaction 
Exemption 75–1—Broker-Dealers, 
Reporting Dealers, Banks Engaging in 
Securities Transactions. 

OMB Number: 1210–0092. 
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit; Individuals or household; Not-
for-profit institutions. 

Type of Response: Recordkeeping; 
Third party disclosure. 

Frequency: On Occasion. 
Number of Respondents: 10,600. 
Annual Responses: 10,600. 
Total Burden: 883. 
Total Annualized Capital/Startup 

Costs: $0. 
Total Annual Costs: (operating/

maintaining systems or purchasing 
services): $0. 

Description: The class exemption 
allows broker-dealers, reporting dealers 
and banks to engage in securities 
transactions with employee benefit 
plans. These transactions would 
otherwise be prohibited under ERISA’s 
prohibited transaction provisions. Thus, 
without the relief provided by the class 
exemption, standard financial/business 
transactions between financial service 
providers and employee benefit plans 
would be barred. Such a result would 
not be in the best interest of plans, their 
participants and beneficiaries, or the 
financial services industry.

Agency: Employee Benefits Security 
Administration. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Title: Prohibited Transactions 
Exemption 88–59—Residential 
Mortgage Financing Arrangements 
Involving Employee Benefit Plans. 

OMB Number: 1210–0095. 
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit; Individuals or household; Not-
for-profit institutions. 

Type of Response: Recordkeeping; 
Third party disclosure. 

Frequency: On Occasion. 
Number of Respondents: 420. 
Annual Responses: 2,100
Total Burden: 175. 
Total Annualized Capital/Startup 

Costs: $0. 
Total Annual Costs (operating/

maintaining systems or purchasing 
services): $0. 
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