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Vi si on St at enent

Jewel Cave National Mnunent will preserve the Jewel Cave ecosystem uninpaired for
future generations while providing opportunities for the pursuit of scientific interest
and public enjoyment. Wth nore than 139 niles of cave passages surveyed, Jewel Cave is
recogni zed as the second | ongest cave in the world. There are vast areas of cave
passages in pristine condition decorated with a wi de variety of cave fornations.

Al t hough Jewel Cave is not designated a W/ derness area, the nonunent strives to
preserve the cave as de facto wl derness.

Jewel Cave National Mnunment will provide quality visitor orientation, information
services, and interpretive programring to park visitors while inplenenting a cave
research, inmpact nmonitoring, and exploration programained at protecting the cave
envi ronnent .

Par k/ Superi ntendent/ Program Manager
Todd J. Suess




Site: JECA STEWARDSHI P

Provide inspiring, safe, and accessible places for people to enjoy - the standard
to which all other park systens aspire

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

This project would facilitate actions that would protect Jewel Cave as it

| ies under private |land through the use of agreenments, easenents, |and
purchase fromw ling | and owners, and Forest Service |and exchange. Jewel
Cave is currently the second | ongest cave in the world with over 139 nmiles of
expl ored and surveyed passages. Research indicates that |ess than 10% of the
Jewel Cave system has been “found”. Exploration has reveal ed that Jewel Cave
extends far to the south and east of the Monument boundaries beneath Nationa
Forest Systemlands and private lands. This presents some very serious

probl ems for preserving and protecting Jewel Cave. As houses are built on

| and over cave passages, their sewage systens are likely to leach into the
cave system and contani nate the water that both cave organi snms and cave
exploration teans rely on. Private |land owners could build entrances to the
cave allowi ng access to parts of Jewel Cave under NPS and USFS | and. Cave
features such as crystals, stalactites, and fl owstone woul d be subjected to
renoval or destruction by vandalizing. Any artificial entrances blasted into
t he cave from private | ands woul d change the delicate bal ance of air

[:} The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: JECA ENVI RONVENT

Reduce environnental inpacts of park operations.

Reduce the environnental inpacts of park operations on air and water quality.

The purpose of Jewel Cave National Mnunment is to preserve the Jewel Cave
ecosystem for its scientific interests and for public enjoynent. At over 138
mles long, it is one of the nobst extensive and three-dimensional conpl ex
caves in the world, it is a pristine and | argely unexplored frontier
provi di ng uni que opportunities for scientific study, and it provides the
opportunity to experience an internationally significant cave. Currently,
contam nated runoff froma 150-space parking lot flows directly into a

nat ural drai nage and then into passages of Jewel Cave. This project seeks to
capture contami nated run-off fromthe parking lot and treat it prior to being
rel eased. Run-off or fuel spills will drain into a |arge hol di ng chanber. The
contents of the chamber will be cleaned via oil/water separators and air
strippers, renoving petrol eum hydrocarbons. This treated water will then be
rel eased back into the natural drainages, greatly reducing the probability of
pol l ution entering the cave. Controlling runoff will require redesigning the
parking lot. This will require an al nost conplete renoval of the parking

| ot’ s present surface.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PM S



Site:

JECA EDUCATI ON

Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their nationa
par ks.

Increase visitors’ satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks

they visit.

ot her cave resources. To stress the interrel ationship between surface and

an adequate space for a visitor viewing of a filmand has outdated

i nterpretive materials. A facility would be added to the existing visitor
center w thout expandi ng devel opment footprint within the park and thus
elimnating any additional human caused surface di sturbance effecting cave
resour ces.

Produce a 10-12 minute orientation filmto be shown in the monunent’s visitor
center. This filmwould connect the cave to the basic hunan desire to venture
into new frontiers, and encourage feelings of stewardship for Jewel Cave and

subsurface resources in the preservation of the cave, the filmshould provide
a conprehensive view of resources beyond the devel oped areas both within the
cave and on the surface. Currently the nmonunent visitor center does not have

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



