
Comparison of Mortality Data from AIDS Case Reports and 
Death Certificates in Which HIV Disease Was Selected as the 

Underlying Cause of Death, United States, 1987−2005
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*For comparison with data for 1999 and later years, data in the bottom (red) line for 1987−1998 were 
modified to account for ICD-10 rules instead of ICD-9 rules.

Presentation Notes�
The annual number of deaths of persons with AIDS (some of which were not caused by AIDS), as reported to the national HIV/AIDS surveillance system through June 30, 2007, and adjusted for reporting delay, was 9% to 23% (depending on the year) greater than the number of deaths attributed to HIV disease in death certificate data (by ICD-10 rules for selecting the underlying cause of death). The greater number of deaths of persons with AIDS is partly because some persons with AIDS die of causes not attributable to HIV disease, such as motor vehicle accidents, and partly because some deaths due to HIV disease are not reported as such on death certificates. �




