
Trends in the Percentage Distribution of Deaths due to 
HIV Disease by Race/Ethnicity, United States, 1990−2005

Hispanic

White, not
Hispanic

Black, not
Hispanic

Other*

Unspecified

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e

1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 20041991 1993 1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005

Note: For comparison with data for 1999 and later years, data for 1990−1998 were modified to account 
for ICD-10 rules instead of ICD-9 rules.
*Asian/Pacific Islander, American Indian/Alaska Native

Presentation Notes�
From 1990 through 2005, the proportion of non-Hispanic blacks among persons who died of HIV disease increased from 29% to 55%, while the proportion of non-Hispanic whites decreased from 53% to 30%. This shift in the racial/ethnic distribution of deaths accelerated from 1996 through 1998, coincident with the increasing use of highly active antiretroviral therapy, suggesting that the shift may have resulted in part from differential access to the therapy. The proportion of Hispanics was stable at 13% to 14%, and the proportion of persons in other racial/ethnic groups (including Asians/Pacific Islanders, and American Indians/Alaska Natives) was stable at about 1%. In addition, the proportion of persons of unspecified race/ethnicity decreased from 4% to 1%.  

[Technical Notes: For the calculation of the national percentage of deaths by race and ethnicity, data for a few states were excluded for the years when death certificates for those states did not collect information on Hispanic ethnicity. The states for which data were omitted were:  Connecticut and Louisiana in 1990, New Hampshire through 1992, and Oklahoma through 1996.]
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