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Department of Defense 227.7205

Software and Noncommercial Com-
puter Software Documentation, gov-
erning use, modification, reproduction, 
release, performance, display, or dis-
closure of such data have been satis-
fied.

227.7203–17 Overseas contracts with 
foreign sources. 

(a) The clause at 252.227–7032, Rights 
in Technical Data and Computer Soft-
ware (Foreign), may be used in con-
tracts with foreign contractors to be 
performed overseas, except Canadian 
purchases (see paragraph (c) of this 
subsection) in lieu of the clause at 
252.227–7014, Rights in Noncommercial 
Computer Software and Noncommer-
cial Computer Software Documenta-
tion, when the Government requires 
the unrestricted right to use, modify, 
reproduce, release, perform, display, or 
disclose all computer software or com-
puter software documentation to be de-
livered under the contract. Do not use 
the clause in contracts for special 
works. 

(b) When the Government does not 
require unlimited rights, the clause at 
252.227–7032 may be modified to accom-
modate the needs of a specific overseas 
procurement situation. The Govern-
ment should obtain rights to the com-
puter software or computer software 
documentation that are not less than 
the rights the Government would have 
obtained under the software rights 
clause(s) prescribed in this part for a 
comparable procurement performed 
within the United States or its posses-
sions. 

(c) Contracts for Canadian purchases 
shall include the appropriate software 
rights clause prescribed in this part for 
a comparable procurement performed 
within the United States or its posses-
sions.

227.7204 Contracts under the Small 
Business Innovative Research Pro-
gram. 

When contracting under the Small 
Business Innovative Research Pro-
gram, follow the procedures at 227–7104.

227.7205 Contracts for special works. 
(a) Use the clause at 252.227–7020, 

Rights in Special Works, in solicita-
tions and contracts where the Govern-

ment has a specific need to control the 
distribution of computer software or 
computer software documentation first 
produced, created, or generated in the 
performance of a contract and required 
to be delivered under that contract, in-
cluding controlling distribution by ob-
taining an assignment of copyright, or 
a specific need to obtain indemnity for 
liabilities that may arise out of the 
creation, delivery, use, modification, 
reproduction, release, performance, 
display, or disclosure of such software 
or documentation. Use the clause—

(1) In lieu of the clause at 252.227–
7014, Rights in Noncommercial Com-
puter Software and Noncommercial 
Computer Software Documentation, 
when the Government must own or 
control copyright in all computer soft-
ware or computer software documenta-
tion first produced, created, or gen-
erated and required to be delivered 
under a contract; or

(2) In addition to the clause at 
252.227–7014 when the Government must 
own or control copyright in some of 
the computer software or computer 
software documentation first produced, 
created, or generated and required to 
be delivered under a contract. The spe-
cific software or documentation in 
which the Government must own or 
control copyright must be identified in 
a special contract requirement.

(b) Although the Government obtains 
an assignment of copyright and unlim-
ited rights in the computer software or 
computer software documentation de-
livered as a special work under the 
clause at 252.227–7020, the contractor 
retains use and disclosure rights in 
that software or documentation. If the 
Government needs to restrict a con-
tractor’s rights to use or disclose a spe-
cial work, it must also negotiate a spe-
cial license which specifically restricts 
the contractor’s use or disclosure 
rights.

(c) The clause at 252.227–7020 does not 
permit a contractor to incorporate into 
a special work any work copyrighted 
by others unless the contractor obtains 
the contracting officer’s permission to 
do so and obtains for the Government a 
non-exclusive, paid up, world-wide li-
cense to make and distribute copies of 
that work, to prepare derivative works, 
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