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Department of Defense 227.7202–4

Subpart 227.72—Rights in Com-
puter Software and Computer 
Software Documentation

SOURCE: 60 FR 33482, June 28, 1995, unless 
otherwise noted.

227.7200 Scope of subpart. 
This subpart— 
(a) Prescribes policies and procedures 

for the acquisition of computer soft-
ware and computer software docu-
mentation, and the rights to use, mod-
ify, reproduce, release, perform, dis-
play, or disclose such software or docu-
mentation. It implements require-
ments in the following laws and Execu-
tive Order: 

(1) 10 U.S.C. 2302(4). 
(2) 10 U.S.C. 2305 (subsection (d)(4)). 
(3) 10 U.S.C. 2320. 
(4) 10 U.S.C. 2321. 
(5) 10 U.S.C. 2325. 
(6) Executive Order 12591 (subsection 

1(b)(6)). 
(b) Does not apply to computer soft-

ware or computer software documenta-
tion acquired under GSA schedule con-
tracts.

227.7201 Definitions. 
(a) As used in this subpart, unless 

otherwise specifically indicated, the 
terms ‘‘offeror’’ and ‘‘contractor’’ in-
clude an offeror’s or contractor’s sub-
contractors, suppliers, or potential 
subcontractors or suppliers at any tier. 

(b) Other terms used in this subpart 
are defined in the clause at 252.227–7014, 
Rights in Noncommercial Computer 
Software and Noncommercial Com-
puter Software Documentation.

227.7202 Commercial computer soft-
ware and commercial computer 
software documentation.

227.7202–1 Policy. 
(a) Commercial computer software or 

commercial computer software docu-
mentation shall be acquired under the 
licenses customarily provided to the 
public unless such licenses are incon-
sistent with Federal procurement law 
or do not otherwise satisfy user needs. 

(b) Commercial computer software 
and commercial computer software 
documentation shall be obtained com-
petitively, to the maximum extent 

practicable, using firm-fixed-price con-
tracts or firm-fixed-priced orders under 
available pricing schedules. 

(c) Offerors and contractors shall not 
be required to— 

(1) Furnish technical information re-
lated to commercial computer software 
or commercial computer software doc-
umentation that is not customarily 
provided to the public except for infor-
mation documenting the specific modi-
fications made at Government expense 
to such software or documentation to 
meet the requirements of a Govern-
ment solicitation; or 

(2) Relinquish to, or otherwise pro-
vide, the Government rights to use, 
modify, reproduce, release, perform, 
display, or disclose commercial com-
puter software or commercial com-
puter software documentation except 
for a transfer of rights mutually agreed 
upon.

227.7202–2 [Reserved]

227.7202–3 Rights in commercial com-
puter software or commercial com-
puter software documentation. 

(a) The Government shall have only 
the rights specified in the license under 
which the commercial computer soft-
ware or commercial computer software 
documentation was obtained. 

(b) If the Government has a need for 
rights not conveyed under the license 
customarily provided to the public, the 
Government must negotiate with the 
contractor to determine if there are ac-
ceptable terms for transferring such 
rights. The specific rights granted to 
the Government shall be enumerated in 
the contract license agreement or an 
addendum thereto.

227.7202–4 Contract clause. 

A specific contract clause governing 
the Government’s rights in commercial 
computer software or commercial com-
puter software documentation is not 
prescribed. As required by 227.7202–3, 
the Government’s rights to use, mod-
ify, reproduce, release, perform, dis-
play, or disclose computer software or 
computer software documentation 
shall be identified in a license agree-
ment.
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