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credit represents the transportation 
costs for a recorded tonnage from the 
initial point to an intermediate point. 
The remaining transportation charges 
from the intermediate point to the 
Government destination, because they 
are based on through rates, are fre-
quently lower than the transportation 
charges that would apply for the same 
tonnage if the intermediate point were 
the initial origin point. 

(2) If transit credits apply, the con-
tract shall state that the contractor 
shall ship the goods on prepaid com-
mercial bills of lading, subject to reim-
bursement by the Government. The 
contracting officer shall ensure that 
this does not preclude a proper change 
in delivery terms under the Changes 
clause. The shipments move for the ac-
count and at the risk of the Govern-
ment, as they become Government 
property at origin. 

(3) The contractor shall show the 
transportation and transit charges as 
separate amounts on the invoice for 
each individual shipment. The amount 
to be reimbursed by the Government 
shall not exceed the amount quoted in 
the offer. Regulations and procedures 
regarding contractor prepaid transpor-
tation charges are prescribed in 42.1403–
2. 

(4) The contracting officer shall in-
sert in solicitations and contracts the 
clause at 52.247–57, Transportation 
Transit Privilege Credits, when sup-
plies are of such a nature, or when it is 
the custom of the trade, that offerors 
may have potential transit credits 
available and the Government may re-
duce transportation costs through the 
use of transit credits.

47.305–14 Mode of transportation. 

Generally, solicitations shall not 
specify a particular mode of transpor-
tation or a particular carrier. If the use 
of particular types of carriers is nec-
essary to meet program requirements, 
the solicitation shall provide that only 
offers involving the specified types of 
carriers will be considered. The con-
tracting officer shall obtain all speci-
fications for mode, route, delivery, 
etc., from the transportation office.

47.305–15 Loading responsibilities of 
contractors. 

(a)(1) Contractors are responsible for 
loading, blocking, and bracing carload 
shipments as specified in standards 
published by the Association of Amer-
ican Railroads. 

(2) The contracting officer shall in-
sert in solicitations and contracts the 
clause at 52.247–58, Loading, Blocking, 
and Bracing of Freight Car Shipments, 
when supplies may be shipped in car-
load lots by rail. 

(b) If the nature of the supplies or 
safety, environmental, or transport-
ability factors require special methods 
for securing the supplies on the car-
rier’s equipment, or if only a special 
mode of transportation or type vehicle 
is appropriate, the contracting officer 
shall include in solicitations detailed 
specifications that have been coordi-
nated with the transportation office.

47.305–16 Shipping characteristics. 
(a) Required shipping weights. The 

contracting officer shall insert in so-
licitations and contracts the clause at 
52.247–59, F.o.b. Origin—Carload and 
Truckload Shipments, when it is con-
templated that they may result in 
f.o.b. origin contracts with shipments 
in carloads or truckloads. This will fa-
cilitate realistic freight cost evalua-
tions of offers and ensure that contrac-
tors produce economical shipments of 
agreed size. 

(b) Guaranteed shipping characteristics. 
(1) The contracting officer shall insert 
in soliciations and contracts, excluding 
those at or below the simplified acqui-
sition threshold, the clause at 52.247–60, 
Guaranteed Shipping Characteristics, 
when shipping and other characteris-
tics are required to evaluate offers as 
to transportation costs. When all of the 
shipping characteristics listed in para-
graph (a) of the clause at 52.247–60 are 
not required to evaluate offers as to 
transportation costs, the contracting 
officer shall delete the characteristics 
not required from the clause. 

(2) The award document shall show 
the shipping characteristics used in the 
evaluation. 

(c) Minimum size of shipments. When 
volume rates may apply, the con-
tracting officer shall insert in solicita-
tions and contracts the clause at 
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52.247–61, F.o.b. Origin—Minimum Size 
of Shipments. 

(d) Specific quantities unknown. (1) 
When total requirements and destina-
tions to which shipments will be made 
are known, but the specific quantity to 
be shipped to each destination cannot 
be predetermined, solicitations shall 
state that offers are to be submitted on 
the basis of delivery f.o.b. origin and/or 
f.o.b. destination and that offers will be 
evaluated on both bases. 

(2) The contracting officer shall in-
sert in solicitations and contracts the 
clause at 52.247–62, Specific Quantities 
Unknown, when total requirements and 
destinations to which shipments will 
be made are known, but the specific 
quantity to be shipped to each destina-
tion cannot be predetermined. This 
clause protects the interests of both 
the Government and the contractor 
during the course of the performance of 
the contract. 

[48 FR 42424, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 54 
FR 48990, Nov. 28, 1989; 60 FR 34760, July 3, 
1995; 61 FR 39190, July 26, 1996]

47.305–17 Returnable cylinders. 
The contracting officer shall insert 

the clause at 52.247–66, Returnable Cyl-
inders, in a solicitation and contract 
whenever the contract involves the 
purchase of gas in contractor-furnished 
returnable cylinders and the con-
tractor retains title to the cylinders. 

[59 FR 11386, Mar. 10, 1994]

47.306 Transportation factors in the 
evaluation of offers. 

When evaluating offers, contracting 
officers shall consider transportation 
and transportation-related costs as 
well as the offerors’ shipping and re-
ceiving facilities.

47.306–1 Transportation cost deter-
minations. 

When requesting the transportation 
officer to assist in evaluating offers, 
the contracting officer shall give the 
transportation officer all pertinent 
data, including the following informa-
tion: 

(a) A complete description of the 
commodity being acquired including 
packaging instructions. 

(b) Planned date of award. 

(c) Date of initial shipment. 
(d) Total quantity to be shipped (in-

cluding weight and cubic content, when 
appropriate). 

(e) Delivery schedule. 
(f) Contract period. 
(g) Possible use of transit privileges, 

including stopoffs for partial loading or 
unloading, or both.

47.306–2 Lowest overall transportation 
costs. 

(a) For the evaluation of offers, the 
transportation officer shall give to the 
contracting officer, and the con-
tracting officer shall use, the lowest 
available freight rates and related ac-
cessorial and incidental charges that 
(1) are in effect on, or become effective 
before, the expected date of the initial 
shipment and (2) are on file or pub-
lished on the date of the bid opening. 

(b) If rates or related charges become 
available after the bid opening or the 
due date of offers, they shall not be 
used in the evaluation unless they 
cover transportation for which no ap-
plicable rates or accessorial or inci-
dental costs were in existence at the 
time of bid opening or due date of the 
offers.

47.306–3 Adequacy of loading and un-
loading facilities. 

(a) When determining the transpor-
tation capabilities of an offeror, the 
contracting officer shall consider the 
type and adequacy of the offeror’s ship-
ping facilities, including the ability to 
consolidate and ship in carload or 
truckload lots. 

(b) The contracting officer shall con-
sider the type and adequacy of the con-
signee’s receiving facilities to avoid 
shipping schedules that cannot be prop-
erly accommodated.

Subpart 47.4—Air Transportation 
by U.S.-Flag Carriers

47.401 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart— 
Air freight forwarder means an indi-

rect air carrier that is responsible for 
the transportation of property from 
the point of receipt to the point of des-
tination, and utilizes for the whole or 
any part of such transportation the 
services of a direct air carrier or its 
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