46.401

threshold. The contracting officer may
insert the clause in such solicitations
and contracts when the contract
amount is not expected to exceed the
simplified acquisition threshold and in-
clusion of the clause is authorized
under agency procedures.

[48 FR 42415, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60
FR 34760, July 3, 1995]

Subpart 46.4—Government
Contract Quality Assurance

46.401 General.

(a) Government contract quality as-
surance shall be performed at such
times (including any stage of manufac-
ture or performance of services) and
places (including subcontractors’
plants) as may be necessary to deter-
mine that the supplies or services con-
form to contract requirements. Quality
assurance surveillance plans should be
prepared in conjunction with the prep-
aration of the statement of work. The
plans should specify—

(1) All work requiring surveillance;
and

(2) The method of surveillance.

(b) Bach contract shall designate the
place or places where the Government
reserves the right to perform quality
assurance.

(c) If the contract provides for per-
formance of Government quality assur-
ance at source, the place or places of
performance may not be changed with-
out the authorization of the con-
tracting officer.

(d) If a contract provides for delivery
and acceptance at destination and the
Government inspects the supplies at a
place other than destination, the sup-
plies shall not ordinarily be rein-
spected at destination, but should be
examined for quantity, damage in tran-
sit, and possible substitution or fraud.

(e) Government inspection shall be
performed by or under the direction or
supervision of Government personnel.

(f) Government inspection shall be
documented on an inspection or receiv-
ing report form or commercial shipping
document/packing list, under agency
procedures (see subpart 46.6).

(g) Agencies may prescribe the use of
inspection approval or disapproval
stamps to identify and control supplies
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and material that have been inspected
for conformance with contract quality
requirements.

[48 FR 42415, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 62
FR 44816, Aug. 22, 1997]

46.402 Government contract quality
assurance at source.

Agencies shall perform contract qual-
ity assurance, including inspection, at
source if—

(a) Performance at any other place
would require uneconomical dis-
assembly or destructive testing;

(b) Considerable loss would result
from the manufacture and shipment of
unacceptable supplies, or from the
delay in making necessary corrections;

(c) Special required instruments,
gauges, or facilities are available only
at source;

(d) Performance at any other place
would destroy or require the replace-
ment of costly special packing and
packaging;

(e) Government inspection during
contract performance is essential; or

(f) It is determined for other reasons
to be in the Government’s interest.

[48 FR 42415, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 60
FR 48250, Sept. 18, 1995; 63 FR 70290, Dec. 18,
1998]

46.403 Government contract quality
assurance at destination.

(a) Government contract quality as-
surance that can be performed at des-
tination is normally limited to inspec-
tion of the supplies or services. Inspec-
tion shall be performed at destination
under the following circumstances—

(1) Supplies are purchased off-the-
shelf and require no technical inspec-
tion;

(2) Necessary testing equipment is lo-
cated only at destination;

(3) Perishable subsistence supplies
purchased within the United States,
except that those supplies destined for
overseas shipment will normally be in-
spected for condition and quantity at
points of embarkation;

(4) Brand name products purchased
for authorized resale through com-
missaries or similar facilities (how-
ever, supplies destined for direct over-
seas shipment may be accepted by the
contracting officer or an authorized
representative on the basis of a tally
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