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Federal Acquisition Regulation 14.205–4

14.205–2 Removal of names from solici-
tation mailing lists. 

(a) The name of each concern failing 
to either (1) submit a bid, (2) respond to 
a presolicitation notice (see 14.205–
4(c)), or (3) otherwise respond to an in-
vitation for bids may be removed from 
the solicitation mailing list without 
notice to the concern. However, the re-
moval shall be limited to the items in-
volved in the invitation or notice. 
When a concern fails to respond to two 
consecutive invitations or 
presolicitation notices, its name shall 
be removed from the list to the extent 
indicated in this paragraph. However, 
in individual cases, concerns failing to 
respond may be retained on a list if re-
tention is in the best interest of the 
Government. Both actual bids and 
written requests for retention on the 
lists shall be deemed to be responses to 
invitations for bids or presolicitation 
notices. If this procedure results in 
limited solicitation mailing lists, the 
contracting officer should request an 
explanation from the concerns that did 
not respond. 

(b) Concerns that have been debarred 
or suspended from Government con-
tracts or otherwise determined to be 
ineligible to receive an award shall be 
removed from solicitation mailing lists 
to the extent required by the debar-
ment, suspension, or other determina-
tion of ineligibility. 

[48 FR 42171, Sept. 19, 1983, as amended at 50 
FR 1738, Jan. 11, 1985; 50 FR 52429, Dec. 23, 
1985; 67 FR 6120, Feb. 8, 2002]

14.205–3 Reinstatement on solicitation 
mailing lists. 

Concerns that have been removed 
from solicitation mailing lists may be 
reinstated (a) upon written request, (b) 
by filing a new application on Standard 
Form 129, or (c) by the submission of a 
bid. Debarred or suspended firms shall 
not be reinstated during the period of a 
debarment or suspension.

14.205–4 Excessively long solicitation 
mailing lists. 

(a) General. Solicitation mailing lists 
should be used to promote competition 
commensurate with the dollar value of 
the proposed contract. As much of the 
solicitation mailing list shall be used 
as is compatible with efficiency and 

economy in securing competition. 
Where the number of bidders on a mail-
ing list is excessive in relation to a spe-
cific acquisition, the list may be re-
duced consistent with this paragraph 
and paragraphs (b) and (c) below. None-
theless, solicitations should be fur-
nished to others upon request, in ac-
cordance with 5.102. Also, bids shall not 
be disregarded merely because the bid-
der was not formally invited to bid. 

(b) Rotation of lists. By using different 
portions of a list for separate acquisi-
tions, solicitation mailing lists may be 
rotated. However, considerable judg-
ment must be exercised in determining 
whether the size of the acquisiton jus-
tifies the rotation. The use of a 
presolicitation notice (see paragraph 
(c) below), time permitting, also should 
be considered. In rotating a list, the in-
terests of small, small disadvantaged 
and women-owned small businesses (see 
19.202–4) shall be considered. Whenever 
a list is rotated, bids shall be solicited 
from (1) the previously successful bid-
der, (2) prospective suppliers who have 
been added to the solicitation mailing 
list since the last solicitation, and (3) 
concerns on the segment of the list se-
lected for use in a particular acquisi-
tion. However, the rule does not apply 
when such action would be precluded 
by use of a total set-aside (see part 19). 

(c) Presolicitation notices. In lieu of 
initially forwarding complete bid sets, 
the contracting officer may send 
presolicitation notices to concerns on 
the solicitation mailing list. The no-
tice shall (1) specify the final date for 
receipt of requests for a complete bid 
set, (2) briefly describe the requirement 
and furnish other essential information 
to enable concerns to determine wheth-
er they have an interest in the invita-
tion, and (3) notify concerns that, if no 
bid is to be submitted, they should ad-
vise the issuing office in writing if fu-
ture invitations are desired for the 
type of supplies or services involved. 
Drawings, plans, and specifications 
normally will not be furnished with the 
presolicitation notice. The return date 
of the notice must be sufficiently in ad-
vance of the mailing date of the invita-
tion for bids to permit an accurate es-
timate of the number of bid sets re-
quired. Bid sets shall be sent to con-
cerns that request them in response to 
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