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MEAT AND POULTRY ESTABLI SHMVENT NUMBERI NG PROCEDURES
PART ONE- - BASI C PROVI SI ONS

| . PURPOSE
This directive:

1. Descri bes the FSI'S establishnment nunbering system
2. Provi des instructions and assigns responsibility for the issuance
and control of establishnment nunbers to ensure Agencyw de consi stency.

1. CANCELLATI ON

(### This directive cancels FSIS Directive 5220.2, dated 4/16/90.
[11. REASON FOR RElI SSUANCE

This directive is reorganized into two parts. Part One covers basic
provi sions for establishnment nunbering. Part Two covers specific
responsi bilities and procedures for assigning nunbers. The principal
changes i ncl ude:

A Part One, subparagraph VII. B. is rewmitten to clarify the
definition of establishnment nunber. The definition adds clarification
for distinguishing between two or nore official establishnments under

t he sane owner shi p.

B. Part Two, paragraph Ill. is revised to clarify information used
in the sixth and seventh positions of an establishnment nunber.
I V. REFERENCES

MPI Regul ations, Section 305.1, Oficial Nunbers; Subsidiaries and Tenants
MPlI Regul ations, Section 327.6, Products for Inportation; Program

| nspecti on, Time and Pl ace; Application for Approval of Facilities as
Oficial Inport | nspection Establishnment; Refusal or Wthdrawal of



Approval ; Oficial Nunmbers MPlI Regul ations, Section 381.25, Oficial
Est abl i shment Nunber FSIS Directive 1300.1, FSIS Information Resources
Managenent FSIS Directive 1300.3, Conmon On-Line Reference for

Establi shnment FSIS Directive 5220.1, Ganting, Refusing, and Wthdraw ng
Feder al | nspection Service

V. FORVMS AND ABBREVI ATI ONS
The followmng will appear in their abbreviated formin this directive:
Al SD Automated Information Systens Division, AM
AM Adm ni strative Managenent
ASD Adm ni strative Services Division, AM
CORE Common On-line Reference for Establishnents
* * %
| FO | mport Field Ofices, IP
11D | mport Inspection Division, |IP
| O | nspection Operations
| P I nt ernational Prograns
MPI Meat and Poul try I nspection
PDD Program Devel opnment Division, |IP
* * %
T/ A Tal madge- Al ken

MP Form 225, Application for Voluntary Rei nbursable |Inspection Service
VI . POLI CY

It is FSIS policy to maintain an establishnment nunbering systemthat is
consi stent throughout FSIS and standardi zed in FSIS automated information
systens. Establishnent nunbers provide unique identifications, show the
type of activities that occur in the establishnments, and provide a uniform
means of processing information.

VI1. DEFIN TIONS
A CORE. An automated data nmanagenent system serving as a
centralized information repository of establishnents, staffs, and
mai ling data. It is also a common |ink anong FSI'S dat abase systens.

B. Est abl i shnent Nunber. A unique identifier issued by type of

i nspection (neat, poultry, inport, equine, or aninmal food) to each
establ i shnment granted Federal inspection service. The assignnent of
an establishnment nunber conveys with it any conbination created by
adding serial letters as suffixes. The serial letter suffixes

di stingui sh between two or nore official establishnments UNDER THE SAME
OMERSH P OR CONTRCL. (See subparagraph I X. B. for an exanple of the
nunber format.)

C. Oficial Establishment.



1. Any establishnment, determ ned by USDA's Secretary or FSIS s
Adm ni strator, where inspection is maintained follow ng
regul ations for slaughter of neat or poultry animals or
processi ng of nmeat or poultry food products. NOTE: The terns
"official establishnment” and "plant"” are interchangeable.

2. A further definition is any building or geographically
conti guous buil dings and associ ated prem ses, as shown on an
approved plot plan with the limts of the official prem ses
denot ed.

D. O ficial Inport Inspection Establishnment. Any establishnent, * *
* where products offered for entry fromany foreign country are
authorized to be reinspected by a programinport inspector. * * *
NOTE: The terns "official inport inspection establishment” and
"inmport establishment” are interchangeabl e. ### 9/ 28/92)

E. Reserved Nunmber. The official number that is on hold for an
establishment that has applied for but not yet received a grant of
i nspecti on.

VI, DELEGATI ONS OF AUTHORI TY

Est abl i shnment nunbers are issued under the authority of the Adm nistrator
with further authority del egated as foll ows:

A AlSD, AM will maintain CORE with assistance from regi onal
of fi ces and PDD

B. | O regional offices will issue, suspend, and w thdraw i ndi vi dua
est abl i shment nunbers.

C. 1D, 1P, will issue, suspend, and w thdraw i ndi vi dual inport
est abl i shment nunbers.

I X. THE CORE SYSTEM

CORE is a nultifaceted automated system which offers centralized
i nformati on on USDA-i nspected establishnents.

A The systemis designed to increase data reliability and to
integrate FSIS dat abases. CORE offers:

1. Broad access to other FSIS databases such as exports,

protein-fat-free, total quality control, labels information

system and establishnment history information.

2. Production of the MPI Directory and nailing | abels. (See
FSIS Directive 1300.3.)



B. FSI S uses standardi zed nethods to store and retrieve

est abl i shnment nunbers. Conversion to the CORE coding for
establ i shment nunbers is required. No change is necessary in the way
official FSIS fornms are conpleted. Al manipul ations of the official
est abl i shnment nunber for conputer storage and retrieval purposes are
handl ed by software prograns. The MPI Directory contains the code for
establ i shnment nunbers in the CORE format and in the Traditional
format. EXAMPLE

Tradi ti onal For nmat CORE For mat

96825/ P96825 96825__M 96825__P

Appol oni a Meats

X

14 Purple Place
Prince, IL 60609
312-435- 3506

ADDI TI ONAL | NFORVATI ON

If there are questions concerning this directive, please contact Al SD.

PART TWO- - ASSI GNI NG ESTABLI SHVENT NUVBERS
Secti on One--Basi c Provisions

| NTRODUCTI ON

Part Two describes the nmethod for assigning and usi ng CORE establi shnent
nunbers. Also, this part provides guidance for the issuance of traditional
establ i shnment nunbers. Traditional establishnment nunbers are used in the
official mark of inspection and may be used in | abels.

RESPONSI BI LI TI ES

A AlSD, AM wi Il inplenent and maintain the procedures and central
system for issuing and controlling CORE establishment nunbers.
B. ASD, AM will prepare, on a nonthly basis, a file of granted and

wi t hdrawn est abl i shnent nunbers to be issued in an addendumto the MPI
Directory.

C. Regi onal Directors, 1O wll:
1. (btain valid establishnment nunbers from CORE
2. Mai nt ai n establi shnent nunber information on the issuance,
wi t hdrawal , or suspension of Federal inspection service.
3. | ssue a reserved establishnent nunber follow ng the
requi renents of this directive and FSIS Directive 5220.1
4. Assi gn a pernmanent establishnment nunber when the G ant of

| nspection is issued.



5. W t hdraw assi gned nunbers from establishnments at the tine
i nspection is withdrawn or the business is term nated.

D. Area, circuit, and establishnent-|evel supervisors, 10 wll
advise the regional director or his or her staff of any establishnment
nunbers that are inconsistent.

E. 11D, IP, will:
1. otain valid inport establishment nunbers from CORE
2. Mai ntain inport establishnment nunber information on the
i ssuance, w thdrawal, or suspension of Federal inport inspection
servi ce.
(### 3. | ssue a reserved inport establishnment nunber follow ng the
requi renents of this directive. ### 9/28/92)
4. Assign individual inport establishnment nunbers to
establishnments at the tinme inport inspection is granted.
5. W t hdraw assi gned inport establishnment nunbers from

establishnments at the tinme inspection is w thdrawn or the
busi ness is term nated.

F. | FO and I nport Inspectors, IP, will advise I D of requests for
i nport inspection or changes needed in inport establishment nunbers.
NUVBERI NG FORVAT

(### The establi shnent nunber consists of three conponents which taken

t oget her conprise a unique identifier for each type of inspection conducted
at an establishnment. The Agency has two different ways of showing this
nunber :

A CORE Format. The Agency's standard for entering the
establ i shment nunber in any automated system

1. The first five positions in the nunber are nunmeric digits.
Leadi ng bl ank positions are filled with zeros.

2. The sixth and seventh positions are serial letter suffixes
that serve to distinguish two or nore plants UNDER THE SAME
OMERSHI P. These positions are blank if no suffix is assigned.

a. Suffixes are not automatically generated by CORE and
nmust be issued nmanual ly.

b. There is no uniformnethod for the sel ection or
sequenci ng of suffixes.

3. The eighth position is a single letter code that is
manual | y pl aced and designates the type(s) of inspection
performed at the establishment. The codes are:



a. M - Meat .

b. P--Poul try.

C. E- - Equi ne.

d. | --1nport.

e. A- - Ani mal Food.

B. Traditional Format. Prescribed in the regulations for use on
brands, stanps, and labels. It has the same conponents as the CORE
format but in a different sequence.

1. The first position begins with the single code letter that
desi gnates the type(s) of inspection perforned at the
establishment. EXCEPTION: The code "M for nmeat is not shown in
the traditional format. Thus, any establishnment nunber in the
traditional format which does NOT begin with a single letter code
is designating red neat inspection.

2. The next 5 positions are nuneric digits, but |eading zeros
are not shown.

3. The seventh and eighth positions are serial letter suffixes
that serve to distinguish two or nore plants under the sane
owner shi p.

| V. ( RESERVED)

Section Two--Donestic | nspection
V. ASSI GNI NG ESTABLI SHVENT NUMBERS

An establishnment nunber is assigned for each type of inspection (neat,
poultry, inport, equine, or animal food) perfornmed at an establishnent.
Once a nunber has been assigned to an establishnent for one or nore types
of inspection, CORE wll restrict access of that nunmber if requested for a
di fferent establishment. EXAMPLE: |If a nunber is assigned in one region
for neat inspection and the sane nunber is requested by another region for
poultry inspection, CORE will advise the second region that the nunber is
al ready in use.

A CORE est abl i shnment nunbers are assigned froma nati onwi de pool of
nunbers. Regions may either request a conputer-generated nunber or
specify the nunber desired if an establishnment w shes to have a
particul ar nunber.

B. Est abl i shnments that specifically request particul ar establishnment
nunmbers will be accommodated if the nunbers requested are avail abl e
and neet the establishnment nunber assignment criteria set forth in
this Directive. ### 9/28/92)



VI . NUMBERS FOR CERTAI N TYPES OF | NSPECTI ON

A | f desired, and a nunber is available, establishnment nunbers may
be manual |y assigned for certain kinds of voluntary inspection service
according to range connotations, as follows:

1. Seri es 03000-03099, Food Inspection Service.

2. Series 03100-03999, Identification Service, Approved
War ehouse/ Col d Storage, and Certification Service.

B. The CORE system does not use the range connotations to identify
types of inspection service. CORE uses Y/N switches that are set by
data entry personnel. The data entry personnel review MP Form 225 to
determ ne the requested voluntary inspection service (i.e.,
identification, food inspection, or certification).

VII. NUMBERS FOR BUFFALO

A Federal establishnments that slaughter and/or process both red
meat and buffal o should use the official red neat establishnment nunber
in the brand unless there is a previously assigned buffal o nunber.
Establi shnents are not required to, but may, nodify their brands to
use the red neat establishnment nunber. A new establishnent that

sl aughters only buffal o or gane should be given the next avail abl e

of ficial establishnment nunber.

B. Establi shnents currently in operation that wish to comence the
sl aughter and/ or processing of buffalo should use the previously
assigned red nmeat nunber within the triangular brand used for marking
buffal o and the buffal o neat products.

VIITT. NUVMBERS FOR FUTURE DESI GNATI ONS

A Nunmbers 10600 to 12599 are no | onger reserved for future
desi gnat ed St at es.

B. Nunbers not already in use in Series 01000-01999 are reserved for
the Grading Branch of the Poultry Division, Agricultural Mrketing
Service, to use in egg product inspection.

I X. CONTROL AND USE OF ESTABLI SHVENT NUMBERS

Each establishnment will have only one nunber (including the unique al pha
code) for each type of service. FSIS alone controls the assignnent and use
of establishnment nunbers. The follow ng conditions apply:

(### A. Once a nunber is assigned to an establishnment for a particular
type of inspection, that nunber remains wth that operation as |ong as the
establishment remains in production. NOTE: The establishnment nunber



i ncl udes any nunber created by adding serial letters as suffixes to the
nunber to identify two or nore official establishnments UNDER THE SAME
OMERSH P OR CONTROL. ### 9/28/92)

Xl .

B. When a conpany is sold, the establishnment nunber can be
transferred to the new conpany. The transfer is subject to approval
by 10 and requires the issuing of a new G ant of Inspection to reflect
t he change in ownership. (The fornmer owner's Grant of Inspection is

W t hdrawn but the nunber renains active.)

C. When inspection is wiwthdrawn froma plant, the nunber cannot be
reassigned for 3 years. This prevents information confusion. If an
establishment voluntarily withdraws for a short period of time and
then desires to reestablish inspection, the nunber can be reissued to
t he sane establishnent.

W THDRAW NG, SUSPENDI NG, OR RESERVI NG AN
ESTABLI SHVENT NUMBER

A Wt hdrawi ng or Suspendi ng a Nunber.

1. W t hdraw assi gned nunbers from establishnments at the tine
i nspection is withdrawn or the business is term nated.

2. Update the central CORE dat abase i medi ately when an
est abl i shnment nunber is wthdrawn or suspended.

B. Reserving a Nunber. An establishnment nunber may be reserved for

an establishnent that has applied for inspection. After one year, the
establishment is asked whether it is still interested in Federal

i nspection. If interested, the nunber remains in reserve; if not, the

reservation is cancel |l ed.

MENNONI TE CANNI NG PROGRAM ESTABLI SHVENTS

Establ i shnents in the Mennonite Canning Program collectively use the nunber
07251, which represents the hone office in Akron, PA. |ndividual

establi shnments use their nanmes and addresses on |l abels to add specific

i dentification.

X,

VWhen

TALMADGE- Al KEN ESTABLI SHVENTS

grants of Federal inspection are issued to T/ A establishnents, enter

the notation "T/A" on the grant in the "remarks" section. However, "T/A"
is not a part of the establishnment nunber and is not used in the brand.

X,

Xl V.

( RESERVED)
Section Three--Inport |nspection

NUMBERI NG FORVAT



A Traditional Format. The traditional, official inport
establ i shment nunber format contains a prefix al pha character "I",
followed by up to three nuneric digits. EXAVMPLE: Establishnment
Nunber |526.

B. CORE Format. The CORE format for inport establishnment nunbering
contains 5 nuneric characters, 2 blank positions, and the al pha suffix
"I." EXAMPLE: The Establishnment Nunmber "1526" is shown as "00526_ [|."

XV. USE OF ESTABLI SHVENT NUMBERS

A single nunber is assigned sequentially to each inport establishnent.
A Reusi ng Nunbers. Once a nunber has been assigned, it cannot be
reassi gned to another applicant, unless inspection has been w thdrawn
fromthe establishnment previously holding the nunber for over 3 years.
| f an establishnent has inspection withdrawmn for a short period of
time and then requests inspection to be regranted through the nornal
procedure, the nunber can be reissued to the sane establishnent.

B. Updati ng Dat abase. Update the central CORE database within 2
wor kdays when a nunber is issued, wthdrawn or suspended.

C. Reserving Nunbers. An inport establishment nunber may be
reserved for an establishnent that has applied for inspection. After
one year, the establishnent is asked whether it is still interested in
Federal inspection. If interested, the nunber renains on reserve; if
not, the reservation is cancell ed.

D. Handl i ng Speci al Requests. Establishments that specially request
particul ar establishment nunbers will be accommobdated, if the nunbers
requested are avail able and neet establishment nunber assi gnnent
criteria. Special request nunbers usually fall within a multi-
establ i shnment operator's series of nunbers.

E. Transferring Nunbers. An inport establishnment nunber of one
busi ness may be transferred to a second inport establishnment if the
first business is sold to the second.

H. Russell Cross
Adm ni strat or



