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time. The rationale for delaying the de-
briefing shall be documented in the 
contract file. If the contracting officer 
delays the debriefing, it shall be pro-
vided no later than the time postaward 
debriefings are provided under 15.506. In 
that event, the contracting officer 
shall include the information at 
15.506(d) in the debriefing. 

(c) Debriefings may be done orally, in 
writing, or by any other method ac-
ceptable to the contracting officer. 

(d) The contracting officer should 
normally chair any debriefing session 
held. Individuals who conducted the 
evaluations shall provide support. 

(e) At a minimum, preaward 
debriefings shall include— 

(1) The agency’s evaluation of signifi-
cant elements in the offeror’s proposal; 

(2) A summary of the rationale for 
eliminating the offeror from the com-
petition; and 

(3) Reasonable responses to relevant 
questions about whether source selec-
tion procedures contained in the solici-
tation, applicable regulations, and 
other applicable authorities were fol-
lowed in the process of eliminating the 
offeror from the competition. 

(f) Preaward debriefings shall not dis-
close— 

(1) The number of offerors; 
(2) The identity of other offerors; 
(3) The content of other offerors pro-

posals; 
(4) The ranking of other offerors; 
(5) The evaluation of other offerors; 

or 
(6) Any of the information prohibited 

in 15.506(e). 
(g) An official summary of the de-

briefing shall be included in the con-
tract file.

15.506 Postaward debriefing of 
offerors. 

(a)(1) An offeror, upon its written re-
quest received by the agency within 3 
days after the date on which that offer-
or has received notification of contract 
award in accordance with 15.503(b), 
shall be debriefed and furnished the 
basis for the selection decision and 
contract award. 

(2) To the maximum extent prac-
ticable, the debriefing should occur 
within 5 days after receipt of the writ-
ten request. Offerors that requested a 

postaward debriefing in lieu of a 
preaward debriefing, or whose debrief-
ing was delayed for compelling reasons 
beyond contract award, also should be 
debriefed within this time period. 

(3) An offeror that was notified of ex-
clusion from the competition (see 
15.505(a)), but failed to submit a timely 
request, is not entitled to a debriefing. 

(4)(i) Untimely debriefing requests 
may be accommodated. 

(ii) Government accommodation of a 
request for delayed debriefing pursuant 
to 15.505(a)(2), or any untimely debrief-
ing request, does not automatically ex-
tend the deadlines for filing protests. 
Debriefings delayed pursuant to 
15.505(a)(2) could affect the timeliness 
of any protest filed subsequent to the 
debriefing. 

(b) Debriefings of successful and un-
successful offerors may be done orally, 
in writing, or by any other method ac-
ceptable to the contracting officer. 

(c) The contracting officer should 
normally chair any debriefing session 
held. Individuals who conducted the 
evaluations shall provide support. 

(d) At a minimum, the debriefing in-
formation shall include— 

(1) The Government’s evaluation of 
the significant weaknesses or defi-
ciencies in the offeror’s proposal, if ap-
plicable; 

(2) The overall evaluated cost or 
price (including unit prices), and tech-
nical rating, if applicable, of the suc-
cessful offeror and the debriefed offer-
or, and past performance information 
on the debriefed offeror; 

(3) The overall ranking of all offerors, 
when any ranking was developed by the 
agency during the source selection; 

(4) A summary of the rationale for 
award; 

(5) For acquisitions of commercial 
items, the make and model of the item 
to be delivered by the successful offer-
or; and 

(6) Reasonable responses to relevant 
questions about whether source selec-
tion procedures contained in the solici-
tation, applicable regulations, and 
other applicable authorities were fol-
lowed. 

(e) The debriefing shall not include 
point-by-point comparisons of the de-
briefed offeror’s proposal with those of 
other offerors. Moreover, the debriefing 
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shall not reveal any information pro-
hibited from disclosure by 24.202 or ex-
empt from release under the Freedom 
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) in-
cluding— 

(1) Trade secrets; 
(2) Privileged or confidential manu-

facturing processes and techniques; 
(3) Commercial and financial infor-

mation that is privileged or confiden-
tial, including cost breakdowns, profit, 
indirect cost rates, and similar infor-
mation; and 

(4) The names of individuals pro-
viding reference information about an 
offeror’s past performance. 

(f) An official summary of the de-
briefing shall be included in the con-
tract file.

15.507 Protests against award. 

(a) Protests against award in nego-
tiated acquisitions shall be handled in 
accordance with part 33. Use of agency 
protest procedures that incorporate the 
alternative dispute resolution provi-
sions of Executive Order 12979 is en-
couraged for both preaward and 
postaward protests. 

(b) If a protest causes the agency, 
within 1 year of contract award, to— 

(1) Issue a new solicitation on the 
protested contract award, the con-
tracting officer shall provide the infor-
mation in paragraph (c) of this section 
to all prospective offerors for the new 
solicitation; or 

(2) Issue a new request for revised 
proposals on the protested contract 
award, the contracting officer shall 
provide the information in paragraph 
(c) of this section to offerors that were 
in the competitive range and are re-
quested to submit revised proposals. 

(c) The following information will be 
provided to appropriate parties: 

(1) Information provided to unsuc-
cessful offerors in any debriefings con-
ducted on the original award regarding 
the successful offeror’s proposal; and 

(2) Other nonproprietary information 
that would have been provided to the 
original offerors.

15.508 Discovery of mistakes. 

Mistakes in a contractor’s proposal 
that are disclosed after award shall be 
processed substantially in accordance 

with the procedures for mistakes in 
bids at 14.407–4.

15.509 Forms. 

Optional Form 307, Contract Award, 
Standard Form (SF) 26, Award/Con-
tract, or SF 33, Solicitation, Offer and 
Award, may be used to award nego-
tiated contracts in which the signature 
of both parties on a single document is 
appropriate. If these forms are not 
used, the award document shall incor-
porate the agreement and award lan-
guage from the OF 307.

Subpart 15.6—Unsolicited 
Proposals

15.600 Scope of subpart. 

This subpart sets forth policies and 
procedures concerning the submission, 
receipt, evaluation, and acceptance or 
rejection of unsolicited proposals.

15.601 Definitions. 

As used in this subpart— 
Advertising material means material 

designed to acquaint the Government 
with a prospective contractor’s present 
products, services, or potential capa-
bilities, or designed to stimulate the 
Government’s interest in buying such 
products or services. 

Commercial item offer means an offer 
of a commercial item that the vendor 
wishes to see introduced in the Govern-
ment’s supply system as an alternate 
or a replacement for an existing supply 
item. This term does not include inno-
vative or unique configurations or uses 
of commercial items that are being of-
fered for further development and that 
may be submitted as an unsolicited 
proposal. 

Contribution means a concept, sugges-
tion, or idea presented to the Govern-
ment for its use with no indication 
that the source intends to devote any 
further effort to it on the Govern-
ment’s behalf. 

[62 FR 51230, Sept. 30, 1997, as amended at 66 
FR 2129, Jan. 10, 2001]

15.602 Policy. 

It is the policy of the Government to 
encourage the submission of new and 
innovative ideas in response to Broad 
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