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(b) Federally Funded Research and De-
velopment Centers. Before establishing a 
Federally Funded Research and Devel-
opment Center (FFRDC) (see Part 35) 
or before changing its basic purpose 
and mission, the sponsor must trans-
mit at least three notices over a 90-day 
period to the GPE and the FEDERAL 
REGISTER, indicating the agency’s in-
tention to sponsor an FFRDC or 
change the basic purpose and mission 
of an FFRDC. The notice must indicate 
the scope and nature of the effort to be 
performed and request comments. No-
tice is not required where the action is 
required by law. When transmitting no-
tices to the GPE before January 1, 2002, 
contracting officers must direct the 
GPE to forward the notice to the CBD. 

(c) Special notices. Contracting offi-
cers may transmit to the GPE special 
notices of procurement matters such as 
business fairs, long-range procurement 
estimates, prebid or preproposal con-
ferences, meetings, and the availability 
of draft solicitations or draft specifica-
tions for review. 

(d) Architect-engineering services. Con-
tracting officers must publish notices 
of intent to contract for architect-engi-
neering services as follows: 

(1) Except when exempted by 5.202, 
contracting officers must transmit to 
the GPE a synopsis of each proposed 
contract action for which the total fee 
(including phases and options) is ex-
pected to exceed $25,000. When trans-
mitting notices to the GPE before Jan-
uary 1, 2002, contracting officers must 
direct the GPE to forward the notice to 
the CBD. The notice must reference the 
appropriate CBD Numbered Note. 

(2) When the total fee is expected to 
exceed $10,000 but not exceed $25,000, 
the contracting officer must comply 
with 5.101(a)(2). When the proposed con-
tract action is not required to be syn-
opsized under paragraph (d)(1) of this 
section, the contracting officer must 
display a notice of the solicitation or a 
copy of the solicitation in a public 
place at the contracting office. Other 
optional publicizing methods are au-
thorized in accordance with 5.101(b). 

(e) Effort to locate commercial sources 
under OMB Circular A–76. When deter-
mining the availability of commercial 
sources under the procedures pre-
scribed in subpart 7.3 and OMB Circular 

A–76, the contracting officer must not 
arrive at a conclusion that there are no 
commercial sources capable of pro-
viding the required supplies or services 
until publicizing the requirement 
through the GPE at least three times 
in a 90 calendar-day period, with a min-
imum of 30 calendar days between no-
tices. When necessary to meet an ur-
gent requirement, this may be limited 
to a total of two notices through the 
GPE in a 30 calendar-day period, with a 
minimum of 15 calendar days between 
each. When transmitting notices to the 
GPE before January 1, 2002, con-
tracting officers must direct the GPE 
to forward the notice to the CBD. 

(f) Section 8(a) competitive acquisition. 
When a national buy requirement is 
being considered for competitive acqui-
sition limited to eligible 8(a) concerns 
under subpart 19.8, the contracting offi-
cer must transmit a synopsis of the 
proposed contract action to the GPE. 
When transmitting notices to the GPE 
before January 1, 2002, contracting offi-
cers must direct the GPE to forward 
the notice to the CBD. The synopsis 
may be transmitted to the GPE con-
current with submission of the agency 
offering (see 19.804–2) to the Small 
Business Administration (SBA). The 
synopsis should also include informa-
tion— 

(1) Advising that the acquisition is 
being offered for competition limited 
to eligible 8(a) concerns; 

(2) Specifying the North American 
Industry Classification System 
(NAICS) code; 

(3) Advising that eligibility to par-
ticipate may be restricted to firms in 
either the developmental stage or the 
developmental and transitional stages; 
and 

(4) Encouraging interested 8(a) firms 
to request a copy of the solicitation as 
expeditiously as possible since the so-
licitation will be issued without fur-
ther notice upon SBA acceptance of the 
requirement for the section 8(a) pro-
gram. 

[66 FR 27411, May 16, 2001]

5.206 Notices of subcontracting oppor-
tunities. 

(a) The following entities may trans-
mit a notice to the GPE, the CBD, or 
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both to seek competition for sub-
contracts, to increase participation by 
qualified HUBZone small business, 
small, small disadvantaged, and small 
women-owned business concerns, and 
to meet established subcontracting 
plan goals: 

(1) A contractor awarded a contract 
exceeding $100,000 that is likely to re-
sult in the award of any subcontracts. 

(2) A subcontractor or supplier, at 
any tier, under a contract exceeding 
$100,000, that has a subcontracting op-
portunity exceeding $10,000. 

(b) The notices must describe— 
(1) The business opportunity, fol-

lowing the standard CDB format for 
items 7, 10, 11, and 17 in 5.207(b)(4); 

(2) Any prequalification require-
ments; and 

(3) Where to obtain technical data 
needed to respond to the requirement. 

[64 FR 72442, Dec. 27, 1999, as amended at 65 
FR 46054, July 26, 2000; 66 FR 27412, May 16, 
2001]

5.207 Preparation and transmittal of 
synopses. 

(a) Content. Each synopsis trans-
mitted to the GPE or CBD must ad-
dress the following data elements, as 
applicable: 

(1) Action Code. 
(2) Date. 
(3) Year. 
(4) Government Printing Office (GPO) 

Billing Account Code. 
(5) Contracting Office Zip Code. 
(6) Classification Code. 
(7) Contracting Office Address. 
(8) Subject. 
(9) Proposed Solicitation Number. 
(10) Opening and Closing Response 

Date. 
(11) Contact Point or Contracting Of-

ficer. 
(12) Contract Award and Solicitation 

Number. 
(13) Contract Award Dollar Amount. 
(14) Contract Line Item Number. 
(15) Contract Award Date. 
(16) Contractor. 
(17) Description. 
(18) Place of Contract Performance. 
(19) Set-aside Status. 
(b) Transmittal—(1) GPE. Trans-

missions must be in accordance with 
the interface description available via 

the Internet at http://
www.fedbizopps.gov. 

(2) CBD—(i) Electronic transmission. 
All synopses transmitted electroni-
cally to the CBD, other than through 
the GPE (see 5.003), must be in ASCII 
Code. Contact your agency’s commu-
nications center for the appropriate 
transmission instructions or services. 

(ii) Hard copy transmission. When elec-
tronic transmission is not feasible (see 
5.003), synopses should be sent to the 
CBD via mail or other physical deliv-
ery of hard copy and should be ad-
dressed to the Commerce Business 
Daily, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
P.O. Box 77880, Washington, DC 20013-
8880. 

(c) Format for the CBD. The con-
tracting officer must prepare the syn-
opsis in the following style and format 
to assure timely processing of the syn-
opsis by the Commerce Business Daily. 

(1) General. Format for all synopses 
shall employ conventional typing with 
abbreviations, capitalization, and 
punctuation all grammatically correct. 
Each synopsis shall include all 17 for-
mat items. Do not include the title for 
the format item. 

(2) Spacing. Begin each line flush left 
and use double spaced lines between 
each format line. If more than one syn-
opsis is sent at one time, separate each 
synopsis with four line spaces and 
begin each new synopsis with format 
item number 1. 

(3) Abbreviations. Minimize abbrevia-
tions or acronyms to commonly recog-
nized abbreviations. 

(4) Standard format. Prepare each syn-
opsis in the following format. Begin 
each format item with the number of 
the item followed by a period (e.g., 1.). 
Then make two spaces after the period. 
Next type the appropriate information 
for each format item. Then conclude 
each format item with two excla-
mation points (i.e., !!). Conclude each 
complete synopsis, following format 
item 17, with five asterisks (i.e., 
* * * * *).

Format Item and Explanation/Description of 
Entry 

1. ACTION CODE 
(A single alphabetic character denoting the 

specific action related in the synopsis. 
Choices are limited to the following: 
P=Presolicitation Notice/Procurement; 
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