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Samoans in Military Denied Right to Vote in American Samoa

For several years, | have been hearing from many Samoans in t
military who believe they are deprived of their constitutional right to vo
in American Samoa elections because of the unfair requirements imposé
our local election law on absentee voters. Under the current law,
potential voter who has met all the other requirements for voting must ap
“in persor’to registerin order to vote. This requirement appliesto everya
including those overseas - like many in the military. Such arequirement
caused an undue and unfair disadvantage to many Samoan families i
military or attending college outside of American Samoa. Furthermore, m
Samoans in the military are now having their taxes paid to American Sa
government as a result of the urging of our government leaders. Howe
they are denied the right to register by mail to vote -- aright thatis guran
to all active members of the military under Federal law. To them, thisis
back in the old days d¢faxation without representation.”

Another aspect of our local election law that needs amending invol
the timing for run-off elections. The current law mandates that run-
elections be held two weeks after the general election. That obviously m
it logistically impossible for absentee voters not living in American Sal
to cast votes in a run-off election. Congressman Faleomavaega and other members of Congress were invited

Upon reviewing both federal and local laws, | remain convinced thathe White House by President George W. Bush to discuss economic and
American Samoa election law denies voting rights to absentee votevsial issues that are of importance to the country.
especially our men and women and their families who are inthe U.S. Armed
Forces. The Federal law is very clear — for elections for federal offit@mysuits by absentee voters based on denial of voting rights for legal residents
qualified service members on active duty and other overseas voters aredd American Samoa who currently serve in the military.
permitted to register to vote by mail and vote by absentee ballot basetl lnope that by the end of this year, American Samoa will have passed
thatregistration. | have written to Governor Tauese and members of the Fagiislation to ensure that our election law, including voter registration by mail,
to strongly suggest amending our election law so we can be consistentmeiijnests for absentee ballots by mail, and allowing adequate timing of
Federal laws. Failing to do this will leave our government open to potengiglctions, conform to federal law.

Le Mafal e Samoa | le Militeli ona Palota i Amerika Samoa

Ua tele ni tausaga o fa'ailoa mai pea e alo ma fanau a Samoa o [mdona fa'atalosagainamau'una‘ina e otatou ta'ita'ii Samoa. Aepeita'i,olo'o
totonu o le militelilo latou lagona fa'anoanoa onao le le aloa'ia e le tatou Maieia o latou aia fa'a-tagata palota. O se fa'atusatusaga, o lo'o fa'atagainaile
olatou aiatatau i palotaga i Amerika Samoa, e mafua lea ona o se aiaiga tll@fmno a le Malo Tele tagata militeli uma e lisitala ma palota e aualaile meli,
iai i le tulafono tau i palotaga. O ia aiaiga 0 10'0 mana‘omia ai S0'0 se tapatt'i e le taliaina e Amerika Samoa. Ua manatu neialo o Samoa, ua peilenei
e fia lisitala mo palotaga ina ia lale tino" ile taimi e lisitala ai - i se tasi tulaga o tausaga ua mavae, sa na'o na totogi lafoga ai tagata ae aunoa ma sc
fa'aupuga, e le mafai ona lisitala se tasi e auala ile meli. Ua avea lenei alaiga leo i taualumaga o le Malo.
ma fa'afitauli tele ia i latou o lo'o i fafo - e peila o i latou 0 lI0'0 i Vaega'au a O se tasi vaega o le tatou tulafono tau palotaga e ao ina toe valili'ili e
le Malo Tele po'o le militeli, atoa fo'i ma i latou o lo'o a'0'oga i kolisi.  iai palotaga toe fa'aauau pe a le maua se to'atasi e manumaloile ulua'i palota.

O le fa'anoanoaga ona e to'atele aiga Samoa o lo'o i le militeli ua iiaiaiga o le tulafono o lo'o iai nei fai mai e ao ina faia lea palotaile lua vaiaso
atu a latou tupe totogi fa'alafoga (taxes) i le tatou Malo i Amerika Samoa e Fa'aauau i le ltulau 3

Congressman Faleomavaega is Senior Member on the
House Subcomittee on East Asia and the Pacific

Asitis with any new Congress,the $@bngress began by swearing inits members and electing new leadership. Having a majority of House membe
the Republicans reelected the Honorable Dennis J. Hastert, Republican from lllinois, to a second term as Speaker farftReptessatatives.

Elections for committee membership was next for the House. As
usual, each member has to choose two committees to serve on. | opted to
continue in the Committee on International Relations and the Committee on
Resources. | then was unanimously elected by my Democratic peers to the
position of Senior or Ranking Member on the Subcommittee on East Asia
and the Pacific at an organizational meeting of the Democratic members of
the Committee on International Relations. The Subcommittee’s jurisdiction
covers legislation and oversight of all foreign policy matters pertaining to East
Asia and the Pacific —including China, Japan, Korea, Indonesia/Southeast
Asia, Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific Islands.

I am extremely pleased to have been elected to this leadership position
by my Party colleagues on the International Relations Committee. The East
Asia-Pacific Subcommittee oversees a vast and dynamic region of the world
that is of enormous importance to U.S. national interests as well as our
territory. With over half of the world’s population living here, the Asia-
Pacific region has become the center of global trade. The region’s stability
is crucialto America and American Samoa both politically and economically,
Congressman Faleomavaega and Secretary of State Colin Powell discussed s underscored by the presence of over 100,000 U.S. military personnel.
issues relating to global warming after the secretary gave members of the | alsowas named a member of the Western Hemisphere Subcommittee
International Committee a top level security briefing. of the House International Relations Committee.




Faleomavaega Brings Fire
Trucks for American Samoa

Our Department of Public Safety - Fire Department already
received two Model 41 fire-trucks that | secured with the assistance of

U.S. Forest Service's Pacific Southwest Region for Fire and Aviati

Managementand the Department of Interior. These 1-ton trucks, compl
equipped with new hoses, nozzles, hand tools and brand new tires to h
the fire needs of our territory also will make excellent support vehicles
our outlying villages.

An additional fire truck with a 750 gallon capacity also has beg

secured and will soon be delivered to American Samoa. Once again, thi
made possible with the tremendous assistance by the U.S. Forest Se

Pacific Southwest Region and the Deaprtment of Interior. This will ng
make atotal of three fire trucks worth well over $400,000 for American Samé)

at no cost to our government.
Late last year, | was informed that the entire Western District
Tutuilawas without a fire truck. | also heard from the Department of Inter

a ) S )
peaker Dennis Hastert administering the oath of office for Congressman
Faleomavaega. Also pictured are Faleomavaega's daughter Leonne

Hunkin and staff member Solomona Aoelua.
1Qr

that the LBJ hospital had been cited for fire-code violations and it wo gl - —
supportour efforts to secure emergency funding for the purchase of criticlt | Byl B 124 = for Mllltary Academy

needed fire trucks.

| immediately contacted the U.S. Forest Service and they agree
help through its Pacific Southwest Region which includes California, Haw
American Samoa, the Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, CNMI, Gt
and the Republic of the Marshal Islands. This agency has a Cooperative
Protection Agreement with its regional partners and part of the agreen
includes loaning equipment to regional partners. In our case, the Pa
Southwest Region has agreed to loan American Samoa the fire trucks .
cost to our government. Although we will never own the vehicles, they |
ours to use for the life of the vehicles.

| thank the Department of Interior for responding favorably to nr

Iam now accepting applications for students interested in being nominated
to the U.S. Military Academy in West Point, New York and the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland. Interested students must meet the
following requirements:

an applicant must be 17 years of age and must not have passed his or
her 23rd birthday on July 1 of the year of admission;

unmarried, not pregnant and have no legal obligations to support a
child, children or other individual;

a United States citizen (U.S. Nationals can be nominated but must
obtain U.S. citizenship before graduating); and

request for emergency funding to address our fir protection needs and the
Forest Service for its tremendous assistance that made all possible fo
people of American Samoa and at no cost to our government.

e of good moral character.

Contact my office in Utulei at 633-1372 for more information.

Aumai e Faleomavaega Ta'avale Tineiafi mo Amerika Samoa

Uataunu'u atuile tatou ofisao Tineiafiilaloleaole va'aiga ale Ofsaauala ou te taumafaia e maua ai ni tupe e fo'ia ai lenei fa'aletonu.
o Puipuiga Tau Saogalemu Lautele (Department of Public Safety) nita'avale Sa ou fa'afeso'ota'i vave loa le ofisa o le Malo Tele e ta'uaole U.S.
tineiafi e lua e ta'ua 0 Model 41 ua mae'a ona fa'aaupegaina lelei mo galkegsst Service - Pacific Southwest Region for Fire and Aviation Management
fuafuaina. O iata'avale o le a avea fo'i ma fesoasoani tele i o tatou numdisa latou fesoasoani. O lea ofisa e va'aia setete o Kalefonia ma Hauai'i,
mauga po'o vaega o lo'o tu fa'aletonu ai tulaga o auala. fa'apea atumotu o Amerika Samoa, Federated States of Micronesia, Palau,

Olo'oiaifo'i se isi ta'avale tineiafi e sili atu lona tele, pe tusa ma@&MI, Guam ma le Republic of Marshall Islands. I lalo o se tasi polokalame
750 kalone lona tane vai, o l0'o fa'amoemoe e taunu'u atu i Amerika Saanlga-eterale e mafai ai e lenei ofisa ona tu'uina atu i se tulaga fa'a-nono pe
i se aso lata mai. Ua atoa ai nei le tolu (3) o ta'avale tineiafi, pe tusa nia'aitalafu ni a'upega tineiafi i setete po'o atumotu o lo'o i lalo o le latou
$400,000 lo latou tau aofa'i, ua tatou maua mai i le Feterale e aunoa nva'séga. Saioe lea ofisa e tu'uina mai fa'a-nono neita‘avale tineiafi e tolu (3)
sene e alu ai a le tatou Malo. mo Amerika Samoa e aunoa ma se tupe e totogiina e le tatou Malo.

Iletaufa'ai'ui'uoletausagafa'ato'amavae atu saou mauaaise fa'aaliga Ou te fa'afetai tele ai i le ofisa o le Initeria ona ua latou talisapaia e
maile ofisa o Puipuiga Tau Saogalemu Lautele ua fia mauatele se fesoaaoana ma se fa'atuai sa'u talosaga fa'atele'a’'i mo se vaegatupe maiia latou lava
onaua leai se ta'avale tineiafi e fa'atatau mo le itu i sisifo o Tutuila. | leafiefie e fofo ai lenei fa'afitauli satula'imai. E fa'apeafo'iona ou fa'afetaitele
lava vaitaimi safa'ailoa maiaie le ofisa o le Initeria e fa'apea ua moliale mag®fisa o le U.S. Forest Service - Pacific Southwest Region for Fire and
gasegase i Utulei (LBJ Hospital) ona ua le pasia nitulaga saisaitia i le tulafAm@ation Management ona o le taliaina vave o la'u 'aioiga mo se fesoasoani
tauile saogalemu lautele. Safa'ailoamaifo'ilo latou fiafia e sapasapaiare@’¢atou maua ai nei ta'avale tineiafi e aunoa ma se tupe na alu ai.

Avea Faleomavaega ma Temokarati Sinia i le Soa-Komiti
Tau 1a Asia | Sasa'e ma le Pasefika | le Maota o Sui

E pei o tulaga masani i so'o se Konekeresi fou, sa tatala aloa'ia$ei maile vaega fa'apolokiki e ta'ua o le Ripapilikana (Republican), salatou
nofoaiga 107 ale Konekeresi a le Malo Tele i le fa'atautoina lea o ali'i faiplefilifilia ai le susuga a Dennis J. Hastert, faipule Ripapilikana maile setete
uma ma le filifilia lea o ta'ita'i fou. Ona o le to'atele o ali'i faipule i le Maotalllinois e toe nofoia le nofoa o le Fofoga Fetalai i le Maota o Sui.

I lefilifiliina o sui mo komiti 'ese'ese e fa'atapula‘aile ta'i lua (2) komiti
e mafai ona galue ai se ali'i faipule. Sa ou manatu e toe tumau pea i komiti
saouiaiile tausaga ua mavae - Komiti tau i le va fealoa'i ma Malo i fafo atoa
male Komiti taui Ala Manuia (Resources). Safilifilialaugatasialoaa'u e sui
Temokarati uma i le komiti tau i le va fealoa'i ma Malo i fafo e avea ma sui
Temokarati Siniaile Soa-Komiti e feagai ma Asiai Sasa'e male Pasefika atoa.
O lenei soa-komiti e va'aia tulagai tulafono tau i le va ma Malo i fafo fa'apea
le va'aia o fuafuaga uma a le Malo Tele e fa'atatau mo Asia i Sasa'e ma le
Pasefika atoa - e aofia ai malo o Saina, lapani, Korea, Asia i Saute-Sasa'e
(Indonesia), Ausetalia, Niu Sila ma Malo uma po'o atumotu i le Pasefika.

Ua matua fa'agae'etia lava a'u i le fa'aaloalo a 0'u uso a komiti ma lo
latou filifilia 0 a'u i lenei tulaga fa'a-Ta'ita'i. E taua tele lenei soa-komiti i
fuafuagatatau a le lunaite Setete mo Maloifafo. O se vaega leneiole lalolagi
esiliamale'afaole aofa'igaatoa otagatao le lalolagi o lo'o nonofo ai, ua avea
aileneiitu lalolagi (Asia ma le Pasefika) matotonugalemu o fefa'ataua‘iga a
le lalolagi atoa. Ua matua tauatele le fa'ato'afilemuina o ni tulaga vevesi e
ono alialimaiileneiitu o le lalolagi, e fa'amaonia lea i le ova ma le 100,000
fitafita tau a le lunaite Setete o lo'o tiute i lea vaega o le lalolagi.

Satofiafo'ia'u e avea ma se tasi o sui Temokaratiile tasi Soa-Komiti
e feagai ma mata'upu tau i le Afa o le Kelope i le itu i Sisifo, o se tasi 0 Soa-
Komiti i lalo o le Komiti lava lenei tau i le va fealoa'i ma Malo i fafo.

Faleomavaega and the CloseUp group from American Samoa on the Capitol
steps. They met and discussed a variety of topics ranging from the role of
Congress to federal agencies in relation to American Samoa. Also pictured
are Dr. Salei'a Fa'amuli (standing-far left), staff member Sina Solomona
(standing-5th from Left)and Leonne Hunkin(sitting-far left on 2nd row).




Tatau Ona Si'l Totogi o Tagata Faigaluega i Amerika Samoa

(E maua kopi o la'u ta'utinoga atoa i le fa'asamoa pe fa'apalagi pe a fa'afeso’'ota’i mai lo'u ofisa)

O sefiafiagateleiate a’'ulo’utula’ie molimauiiloilogaole tapula’a
o totogi aupito i maualalo i Amerika Samoa i a luni 3 - 8 fa'ato'a mavae
E momoli la'u fa’afetai tele i le Matagaluega o Leipa a le Malo Tele i
fa’ama’itega o iloiloga. Ave fo'i la’'u fa’amalo i le afioga ia Papali’i David
Cohenmalanakomitionaole galuegafita nafeagaiaiile va'ili'ilia o molimg
mafa’amaumauga uma sa fa’aofi.

O le fa’ai’'uga a lenei Komiti ua fa’aopoopoina ai le 6 sene i toto
maualalalo uma e le gatai‘aufaigaluega i kamupanii'a atoa maisi kamu
ese'ese, aefa'apeafo'iile Malo. Oleafa’aopoopoga fa‘atulagainae le K¢
uafa’aluaaileaofa’'inaiaiitausagaeluataluai. E uilainauasi'itiale tapu
o totogi aupito i maualalalo i Amerika Samoa ($3.26 i le itula mo kamupz
i'aae $2.73ileitulamole Malo e amataia Oketopa 2001, aetoesi'iile $
i a Oketopa o le 2002), o lo’'o vava mamao pea lavamale $8.15 i le itula
e i ai le tapula’a mo totogi aupito maualalalo i Amerika.

O le tau o le kalone kesolini i Hawaii e tali tutusa lava ma Ameri
Samoa, ma e fa’'apea fo'i ma le tau o le tele o meataumafa. Ou te tusisi
a’u e tatau ona maua e tagata faigaluega i Amerika Samoa ni totogi e mafaie

ona soifua lelei leatunu’u i se tapula’a maualalo ae talafeagai ma le tuladé #e Ranking Member on the International Relations Sub-Committee on
le soifuaga. East Asia and the Pacific, Faleomavaega and Honorable Arthur Anae,

E pei ona ou fa’lamamafaina i iloiloga sa fai, o le Tulafono o Totogﬁember of New Zealand Parliament, met and discussed a number of issues

. - . . . at are of mutual interest between New Zealand and the United States.
Talafeagai naagava’aai Amerika Samoamailavailetausagae 1938 leanapasia

ai e le Konekeresi mo tagata Amerika uma. Ae paga lea, fa'ato’afa’amaléaiapea fo'i ma tausaga uma e fa na tuana’i atu.

lea tulafono i Amerika Samoaile 1950, ma e na o se fa’atulagana fa’apitoa  Onao le leai o niiuni e puipuia aiama mana’omiaga a tagata faigaluega

mo galuega fa'apitoa naaloa’iaai. | seisifa’aupuga, naagava’alava Amerikenerika Samoa i le 40 tausaga taluai, ua matele lava le mamafa o totogi

Samoailalo o Tulafono o Totogi Talafeagai o le 1938 le taimi tonu na pasigualuluga i pulega o kamupani ma fa'auluuluga o le malo. Oute talitonu ua

ai e le Konekeresi, ae taluai ona o le pulega a le Neivi sa fa’atautaia le Nigifau nei onafa’atulaga se faiga ia feololo aile faigata o le tausiga o aiga aemaise

ileavaitaimi, sa le fa'amamafaina ai pe fa’amalosia lea tulafonoile tatou Médosoifuaga, o e maualalalo totogi. Na ou molimau ina ia fa’amauina lo’'u
Ua 45 nei tausaga o selesele pea e kaamupani i'a e aunoa malis®uga, ia si'itiale tulaga talafeagai o totogi maualalalo mo tagata faigaluega

fa'afitauli, le manuiaitulagatauitupe mauai Amerika Samoa ona o ni totogimerika Samoa. O le talitonuga fa'avae lea male agaga o suio le Konekeresi

maualalalo naiai, ma uata’i miliona ma miliona tupe ua maua e le malo M@il937 na fausia ai le tulafono a le Malo Tele, ma ou te talitonu o le tulaga

i kamupani i'ai le itu tau lafoga. Ou te talitonu ua 0’0 nei i le taimi e tatéalafeagai lea e tatau fo'i ona i ai ma Amerika Samoa.

ai i le Matagaluega o Leipa a le Malo Tele ona fa’atulaga lelei se tapuigga = —
talafeagai e gata ai le maualalalo o totogi o tagata faigaluega o le atunu’ VA M Ed | Cal C I INIC for

olo’o tele le manuia o lo’o tafili ai pea kamupani ma le malo. O le vaitai o .

lenei, e leai lava se tulaga ma’oti e tatau ona gata ai le maualalo o le soif A merican S amoas Ve t erans
talafeagai, i totonu o Amerika Samoa.

O le itu o lo’o 0'u popo’e ai, o le tupe maua a le tagata e to’'ata
Amerika Samoa i le sefulu tausaga taluai pe tusa o le $6,500. O le vait
lenei, ua pa’'u lea fainumeraile $3,500, aepeita'i 0 lo’o si'isi'i pea le tau
soifuaga. Ua tatau lava ona fai se auala e fo'ia ai lea fa’atifauli.

E le faigofie onatalia le fa'atulagana o lo’o i ai totogi o kamupani,
maise ai i latou o lo’o pulea ma fa’auluulu iai kamupani; uao’olavaile $
miliona i le tausaga le totogi o le isi ali'i pule, ae na o le ta'i $3 ma sene
itula a latou tagata faigaluega.

Olo'otaufa’apeafo’iletulagaolo’oiaile valavala o totogio le tatc
Malo, i le maualuluga o totogi o fa’auluuluga o matagaluega ma ta'ita’i,
matua pa’u lava totogi o e pito i maualalalo. Oute le fa’aseaile maualul
o totogi, po’o ai lava. Aepeita'i, a fa’apea ua si'i ma maualuluga totogi |
fa’auluulu i ai kamupani ma le malo, e tatau fo'i la ona si'i totogi o e pitc
totogi maualalalo i se tulaga e talafeagai ma le tau o le soifuaga uai ai.

E fai si faigata ma lavelave le toe fa'avasegaina o tulaga o totogi |
imaualalalo ina ia talafeagailelei, ae maise lava i le malo, ona o le utiuti
seleniilenei vaitaimi. Ae o se galuega e tatau ona tatou faia fa’atasi, i le
fa’afetaui matoe fa'alelei atili a tatou lafoga fa’apea matulafono fa’asino
mo lafoga uma. E tatau fo'i ona tatou tausisia le totogiina e kamupani i
le latou tusaga talafeagai o lafoga i tausaga ta'itasi.

O setalitonuga maumaututu na fa’avae ai e le Konekeresile tulafi
o totogi talafeagai i le 1938. Ou te talitonu fo'i i le mautu o lea fa’avae e ¢
mailavaile aso nei, ma o le mafua’aga fo'i lea na ou molimau ai taluai |

With the growing number of military retirees returning to American
Samoa, | feel there should be a full-time physician established in American
Samoa to look after the medical needs of our veterans. Simply put, our
veterans deserve to be able to take full advantage of the programs and
benefits offered by the Veterans Affairs administration.

| am pleased to report that | have submitted an application to the
U.S. Secretary of Veterans Affairs to establish a VA medical clinic in
American Samoa. | was encouraged to proceed with the submission of
this application when the American Samoa Senate passed a Senate
Concurrent Resolution requesting the same. Without a doubt, we are in
full agreement - locally and nationally, that this clinic is urgently and
critically needed.

In ajoint letter that | and senators Daniel Inouye and Daniel Akaka
sent to Secretary Anthony Principi of Veterans Affairs, we made clear
that American Samoa is a targetted area of need. That more than 3,000
veterans live in American Samoa but many needing assistance are notable
to obtain proper medical care and treatment because of the limitation in
available medical facilities and resources.

In addition, | have secured the support of two key members of
Congress in the House Committee on Veterans Affairs on this matter.
Republican Chairman Congressman Christopher Smith, and Democratic
Ranking Member Congressman Lane Evans signed with me on another
letter to Secretary Principi also requesting a favorable outcome on our
application.

| have received a firm assurance from Mr. Dave Burge, Regional
Director of Veterans Affairs for our area of his support for our application.
| appreciate the support of the VA and their willingness to provide
additional funds for the health and well-being of our veterans.

I will continue to do all | can to ensure that our application is treated
fairly and equitably in the process. | will also continue towork with my
friends in Congress to see that the needs of our people are met.

Tulafono tau i Palotaga... maile itulau 1

pe amavae le ulua'i palota. O lona uiga, e matua leai lava se taimi e mafai ai
onaauina atu matoe maua maipepa palotaailatou umaolo'o palota maifafo.

I sa'usa'iliiligalaile tatou tulafono atoa fo'i ma le tulafono a le Malo
Tele, ua saga fa'amautu atili ai lo'u lagona o lo'o tineia aia tau palota o tatou
alomafanauolo'oifafoilaloole tatou tulafono olo'oiai nei, aemaise ai lava
alo mafanaua Samoaolo'otautuaile militeli. Olo'o manino lavale tulafono
ale Malo Tele - mo palotaga mo ofisa o le Feterale, e mafai e i latou umaile
militeli ona lisitala ma palota e auala i le meli.

Uaoufa'ailoalaile Kovana fa'apea Suio le Fono sa'u fautuagainaia
Congressman Faleomavaega met with Command Sergeant Major loakimo ~ Suiale tatou tulafonoinaia o tutusamale tulafono ale Malo Tele. Ale togafitia
Falaniko to discuss several issues of concern to Samoans in the military  leatulaga, ou te talitonu e i'uina tatou afaina aiona olo'o 'ese'ese male tulafono
including the current election law in American Samoa and paying of taxes  ale Malo Tele. Talosia ia 0'o atu i le fa‘ai'uga o lenei tausaga ua mafai ona
to American Samoa Government. Also pictured is Mrs. Maliana Falaniko.  fg'amautuina leneitulagainaiatatou o tutusa ai ma le tulafono a le Malo Tele.




American Samoa's Minimum Wages Should Be Increased

(You may contact my office to obtain a complete copy of my statement in English or Samoan)

It was indeed a pleasure for me to testify at the Minimum Wage In the pay ranks of the American Samoa Government, there is
Hearing held in American Samoa on June 3- 8. Ithank the U.S. Departmantently a wage disparity between government officials and the lower
of Labor for holding the hearing, and a big fa’amalo to Committee Chairnenhelons of government workers. That is why it is incumbent upon the
High Chief Papaali’i David Cohen and his committee for their hard work@ommittee to narrow the disparity by increasing wages for the 41-percent
conducting and analyzing the testimonies presented. of governmentemployees who are making less than the U.S. minimumwage.

The outcome of the hearing has resulted in the increase of .6 cenBuiely if we can find the funds to increase the salaries of our public officials
the wages of our cannery and governmentworkers. This is twice the amougovernmentleaders, we should certainly be able to fund increasesinwages

mandated two years ago by the

minimum wage levels in American
Samoa to $3.26 for canneries an
$2.65 for American Samoa
Government, itis still far behind the
$5.15 an hour minimum wage in the
United States.

It has been reported that the
cost of fuel in American Samoa s as
high as the cost of fuel in Hawaii, and

committee. While this has raised th]

this is also true of most food items.| &

| still maintain that the working
people of American Samoa deservi
to be paid a minimum standard o

decentliving.

for our government employees.

But we must work together to
bring aboutthis change by re-adjusting
and re-defining our tax policies. And
we must insist that our canneries pay
fairer wages and corporate taxes.

| believe that the right to live is
higherthan the rightto own abusiness.
I welcome business and businesses
should be able to make a reasonable
profit. Government leaders also
should get fair compensation. But it
is notright for the chief executives and
leaders to receive exorbitant
compensations while the rest of the
working class live below decent

The federal Fair Labor
Standards Act has been applied t@
American Samoa since 1938 wher
Congress first passed legislation fo
the whole nation. However, it was
not enforced in the territory until the

Fgleomavaega and former NFL player Ma_nu Tuiasosopp (far /eﬁ) and standards because of low wages.

his children (I-r) Zaph, Marques anq Lgs/le met and dlgucssed ideas It is understood that

Samoans can consider to succeed in this society. Their success and . .

experiences in the areas of education and competitive sports make reorganlzatlon. and F:hange to

them a model family for many Samoans. Manu played for both accommodatefihlghermlnlmumwage

Seahawks and 49ers while Marques, as quarterback, led the Washington |~ Scale is not going to be easy. But the
principle of minimum wage is sound.

Huskies to victory in the 2001 Rose Bowl. He now plays for the Oakland
late 1950's and only then through & Raiders. The U.S. Congress believed the
special industry committee structure. principle was sound in 1938 and |
In other words, under the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, Ameridaglieve the principle is just as sound today. There are many very serious
Samoans were entitled to receive the federal minimum wage establisheiddwes that need to be brought out for public discussion and review. This is
Congress as soon as it became effective. Butunder U.S. Naval rule thenyliyd testified before the committee this year just as | did two years ago and
law was never enforced. two years before that.

Now, after more than 45 years of rapid, uninterrupted and unsurpassed  For the past 40 years, and in the absence of any established labor
return of prosperity to the tuna industry, and the millions of dollars imions to look after the needs and rights of the working men and women of
revenues and funding ASG receives, it is time for the U.S. Departmenfoferican Samoa, the wage rates have always tilted in favor of corporations
Labor to support a scheduled movement of minimum wages thagisl management. Itis time for the wage rates to tilt in favor of the working
commensurate with today’s costs and standard of living which still has people of American Samoa who are struggling to support their families.
been properly determined. What is more aggravating is that about 10 years The working men and women of American Samoa deserve and are
ago, the per capitaincome in American Samoa was about $6,500. Noweintitled to a fairincrease in minimumwage rate. Thatis what|believein, and
about $3,500 or less, yet consumer prices have increased. These trenddikeusiose brave members of Congress in 1938 who established the minimum
be immediately addressed. wage act, it is the only way it should be.

Internet Access to Government Resources Available at FA'AALIGA
http://www.firstgov.gov/

Afai e te le'if mauaina se pepa fesili mai ia te
Access to the thousands of federal and state government Internet sites is now available a'u, fa'amolemole fa'afeso'ota’i lo'u ofisa i
online at http://www.firstgov.gov/ . This is made possible through FedSearch, a very Utulei po'o Uosigitone e maua atu ai se kopi.
powerful search engine capable of screening 500 million Web pages in less than one- Fa'ailoa mai sou taofii niisi o mata'upu oute
quartersecond. The FirstGov website will allow Internet users to browse millions of pages manatu e taua tele mo le lumana'i o le tatou
of data available at the electronically linked government sites for research and other Malo. O le a ou fa'atali atu mo sou taofi.
information -- everything from researching at the Library of Congress to searching for

government grants to planning a family vacation . The site is managed by the General
NOTICE

Services Administration on behalf of the federal government. It is open 24 hours, seven
Ifyoudidnotreceive asurvey fromme, please

days a week.

contacteitherof my offices in Utuleiorin DC.
Iwould appreciate your opinion on a fewtopics
that are ofimportance to our government. |
look forward to hearing from you.

This will be an invaluable resource to our people, especially students who wish to do
research, government agencies and businesses as well with information available at their
finger tips. Because the Internet is free, there will be tremendous cost savings realized
in the reduction of long distance/overseas telephone calls to the Mainland just to request
information.

Congress of the United States
2422 Rayburn Office Bldg.
House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515

Official Business
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